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A Message from Our 

Churchwarden, Brenda 

Her Late Majesty, The Queen 

We were so sorry to hear that on 8th 
September 2022 our beloved Queen 
Elizabeth II had passed away. 

It doesn’t seem possible that only three 
months ago we were planning for her 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Now we 
are making plans for her funeral and to 

celebrate her long life and all the service she gave to others. 

She worked until the end, as she said she would at her 
Coronation. She vowed that she would dedicate her life to the 
service of others. That reminds me of one of the hymns we 
chose for our Jubilee Songs of Praise, which was “I Vow To 
Thee My Country“ which, in the first verse, says that ‘love asks 
no questions love stands the test’. She gave her life to the love 
of others. This is now is being repaid by the number of people 
who have made long journeys and queued for a very long time 
to pay their respects to her. 

Another hymn which we sang at church on Sunday, and which 
was sung in other churches during the week, is “All People That 
On Earth Do Dwell“. We think of all the people she has met, the 
countries she has visited and how everyone held her in high 
esteem all over the world.  

We now think of Charles and the rest of the family as we move 
forward into another era. 

 
Ringing the Bells 

Thank you to Janet from Laxton for ringing the church bell on Friday 
9th September at 12 o’clock in memory of our beloved Queen 
Elizabeth. 
Many thanks also to Janet C from Ossington and our usual team for 

ringing on Sunday 11th afternoon as a tribute to our Queen.  



House Swap Congratulations 

After several years in the planning, the Hennell family finally completed 
their traditional house swap at the end of August. Mark, Amanda and 
Emily are now to be found at Corner Farm, where he grew up, while 
Roy and Jean have taken over Blacksmith’s Cottage, where they were 
living. We wish all of them good luck in getting settled into their new 
ways of life and every happiness in their very familiar new homes. 

Harvest Festival Changes 

 

Egmanton, 9
th

 October 4 pm 

This service will now be taken by the Area Dean, 

Rev Canon John Chambers 

 

Wellow,  16
th

 October 10:30 am 

The service has been moved to 16th October from 

Friday 30th September and the service will be 

taken by the Rev Margaret Groves. 

 

We are a group of churches trying to work together 

and support each other by attending services in 

different churches. Please come along to any of our 

churches where you will be made very welcome. 

Baby Name Congratulations 

 

This month we have a name for one of our August 
babies. The son of Sarah Hill and Euen Buckle will 
be James William and he will be known as Billy.  
Once again congratulations to you both. 



 

Laxton Churchyard 

 

Laxton Harvest 

Festival 

Friday 14
th

 October 7 pm 

in Laxton Church 

Preacher: Alistair Littlewood 

Please come and join us 

Everyone welcome 

The service will be followed by a buffet harvest supper in church 

The cost will be £5 If you would like to join us please contact 

Brenda (01777 870541) so we have an idea for catering. 

Would anyone be willing to offer to 
take over mowing the churchyard for 
us in the future? 
 
Unfortunately George is now finding 
it too difficult to keep doing it as his 
health is not as it was. He has now 
decided he cannot carry on. He has 
been doing it for eight years or more 
and has taken great pride in keeping 
the churchyard neat and tidy. 
If there is anyone interested please get in touch with me or George on 
01777 870541. Thank you 

Brenda & George 



Group Remembrance  
Service 

Sunday 13th November, 10:30 am 

St. Edmund’s Church 

Walesby 
 

The service will be led by 

The Area Dean 

Rev Canon John Chambers 
 

Wreaths will be laid 

Please come along and join us 

 

LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday 2nd december, At 7.30pm 

Price £8.00 includes Hot Supper 

Call, Text or WhatsApp 
07754 884118 or email 

info@laxtonvh.org.uk 

to book your team 

 Please note to bring own drink 

And glasses - Reading and wine!  

mailto:info@laxtonvh.org.uk


Congratulations to everyone 
celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or other special 
event this month.  

The birthday roll of honour for 
this month is: Anne D, Sophie, 
Sylvia, Mark & Neil, Jem, Anna, 
William, Ruby, Lee, Joy, Bridget,  

 We wish a happy anniversary to 
Tim & Heidi Keay and to Jem and 
Frankie Hill who celebrate their 
1st anniversary on 2nd October. 
Congratulations to anyone else 
celebrating this month.  

If you are celebrating a special 
date, we send best wishes.  

We would love to give you a 
mention for your special day, so 
please let Jean or 
Brenda have 
details. 

October congratulations 



Following the Proclamation of the Accession of King Charles III on 
Saturday 10th September at Westminster Hall in London, the news was 
cascaded down throughout the country.  On Sunday 11th September, it 
was the turn of towns and other settlements to announce the news.  
Locally this took place at 3pm outside Castle House, the headquarters of 
Newark and Sherwood District Council.   

The ceremony was actually quite short in length.  First of all, David Lloyd, 
Leader of the District Council, welcomed those present.  He then handed 
over to Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford GCB CBE, Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire, who briefly reviewed the contribution 
Queen Elizabeth II had made over the record breaking 70 years of her 
reign through her dedication, service and duty.  He then encouraged us all 
to look forward to the new age before us with King Charles ‘at the helm’. 

Following this short address, the Chairman of Newark and Sherwood 
District Council, Councillor Sue Saddington, read the official proclamation 
to those assembled, ending with the declaration ‘God Save the King!’ All 
present then sang the first verse of the National Anthem for the King, the 
first time that most present will have sung this version.  The event ended 
with the Chairman calling for three cheers for His Majesty the King. The 
Union Jack outside Castle House, which had been raised for the 
Proclamation, was then lowered again to half-mast for the remainder of 
the national mourning period. 

 

Bells Ring for Proclamation 

Throughout the land, church bells have rung out at the news of the 
Proclamation of the Accession.  In the villages, the instruction via the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers was that bells should be rung 
‘open’ i.e. un-muffled in celebration of the Accession in as many towers as 
possible after the Proclamation had been given locally.  This presented a 
challenge as these days locally there are less bell ringers than there are 
church towers with bells!   

Laxton does not have a resident ‘band’ of ringers.  Instead bell ringers 
from other towers come together to form a band to ring when needed.  So 
it was that the bells of St Michael’s rang out at about 4.45pm on Sunday 
11th September to celebrate King Charles’ accession to the throne.  The 
band consisted of six ringers from Mansfield, Retford, Ossington, 
Egmanton and Weston.   

If the contribution that church bells have made nationally and locally to the 
mourning period, accession and state funeral has inspired you, bell 

The Proclamation of the Accession 



ringers locally always welcome new recruits.  Contrary to what you 
might think, you do not need to be particularly strong, musical, or a 
church goer.  People from 9 years to ninety can ring with suitable 
guidance and training.  If you think you would like to try this worthwhile 
activity, you are welcome to contact Janet Carr (01636 821265 / 
jecarr@live.co.uk) for a chat and further information. 

These items were kindly supplied by Janet Carr, who attended the 
local Proclamation 

mailto:jecarr@live.co.uk


 

Thursday 8th September 
Nottinghamshire was excited to 
welcome back the top level 
professional cyclists riding in the 
2022 Tour of Britain. They came 
into our community, riding through 
Moorhouse, which they approached 
from Ossington. 

The first sign of something 
happening was the arrival of a car 
covered in advertising logos with a 
bicycle on top. Several minutes 
later a police motorcycle came 
through followed a little later by 
another and another and another! 
Were there any anywhere else in 
the whole county? 

Finally the four lead riders arrived 
and whizzed round the corner past 
an impressive crowd of well-
wishers for this tiny community. 
The rest of the peloton were all 
together at this stage and seeing 
them stretched back along the road 
was an impressive sight. It was 
short-lived as in a whoosh of tyres 
they swept past the spectators and 
well-wishers on their round about 
way to Mansfield 

Little was anyone to know at this 
point that our stage would see the 
premature end of this year’s event 
when the shocking news of Her 
Majesty the Queen’s death was 
announced that afternoon. The race results were taken as the standings 
at the end of today’s race, Stage 5. 

The Tour of Britain passing through 

Moorhouse 



Laxton Visitor Centre Trust is pleased to say that the updating of the 
Information/Interpretation Boards is at the final proof stage and once 
the Trustees and Thoresby are happy with them, Thoresby will 
arrange to have them produced and 
fitted either in the original locations 
or a more appropriate position. 

Regarding the renewing of the 
village booklet and other Visitor 
Centre info this can now go ahead 
as a separate project and it is 
intended that all the information will 
be consistent across the board.  

We are 
pleased to say 
the toilets have 
been upgraded 
and are now 
finished 
following a 
further coat of 
paints. They 
look very 
smart. 

Many thanks to The Trustees of Thoresby Settlement for having this 
work done and 
covering all of the 
costs. 

 

Laxton Visitor 
Centre Trust 

Visitor Centre Toilets Reopened 

Laxton Interpretation Boards 



Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Coffee Mornings 
Coffee Mornings remain 
suspended for the time 
being.  
We will let you know when 
we plan to start again. The 
rota on the inside cover will 
restart to remind hostesses 
of when their turn is 
coming round. 

Britnell Tree 

Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

We are pleased to confirm a repeat of the ”Christmas Light Switch 
On” this year on SUNDAY 4th December and as mentioned last 
month, we would be very pleased to have help organising the 
event. We will set up a working group again using WhatsApp, so 
please let us know if you would like to help and your contact 
details. 

Best wishes 

Michael  

Christmas Tree Lights Switch On 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


Our local bus timetables have been 
scrapped! The leaflet shown here has been 
distributed, and the text is reproduced at the 
end of this article for ease of reading. 

Please note that although it says “coming 
soon”, the new scheme started on 31/8/22.  
Unfortunately this was done with little time for 
consultation and discussion about it. 

It is a pilot scheme so we will have to see how 
it works – essentially there are no time-
tables any more, all bus journeys are “on 
demand” via an app or a Nottingham 
number. At the moment the number is frequently busy and very few 
elderly people will be happy with or have access to the app. 

If you do use, or try to use,  the service please let us know about your 
experiences of it. 

It’s time to tear up the timetable and try a new more flexible way of 
travelling by bus! 
 

“Nottsbus On Demand is a brand new, flexible, on demand bus service 
being trialled in your area. You can choose the time you would like to 
travel by booking your journey through an easy-to-use app, or by phone. 

Once you’ve downloaded the Nottsbus On Demand app and you’re ready 
to travel, simply book the bus to pick you up from one of our bus stops or 
designated pick-up points. You can also make a booking for travel the 
next day. 

Nottsbus On Demand doesn’t have a fixed route, our buses can travel 
anywhere between bus stops and designated points within the operating 
zones, where there is not already a scheduled bus service running. Our 
smart technology will match your journey with other customers 
travelling in the same direction so you can be picked up along the way. 

For more information and to find out how to download the Nottsbus On 
Demand app, visit: 

nottinghamshire.gov.uk/nottsbusondemand 

or phone O300 500 80 80”                                            Michael Manning 



Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

• Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

• Oil tank installation & pipework 

• Bathroom installation 

• Sealed hot water systems 

• Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    
OFTEC registered 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour)  £15 p.a.(B&W).  
Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links. 



Jill and Ella Hoyland from Egmanton felt 
they just had to go down to London to pay 
their personal tributes to Her late Majesty. 
They were joined by two friends, travelling 
by train to Kings Cross and arriving 
around 8am. They took a taxi to and found 
their way to join the queue at 9.20am at 
Southwark Park. They heard there that 

they 
would 
face a 
14 hour period before they reached the 
royal coffin. 

We have all seen the TV images of the 
queue snaking back and forth across 
the 
park 

before setting off into the back streets of 
London. It took Jill and Ella over 3 hours 
to leave the 'snake' in the park. Jill was 
struck by the number of very elderly 
people who were in the queue, and was 
upset to see one collapse when the 
ordeal became too much for them. Two 
people near her were 86!  

Naturally the older generations wanted to pay their tributes to the Queen 
they had loved for a life time, and it was a pity they could  not have been 
eased through the throng to make it more bearable for them. 

Jill and Ella got to know those around them in the queue and said that, as 
they progressed, staying with these people who had shared their 
experience became more important. One was an elderly gentleman and 
another a tall, military gentleman wearing medals who was easy to spot 
when they had to make a quick dash out of the queue. He had been on a 
Thames river trip just four weeks previously and was able to recount 
details of the many sights which were new to them as they passed through 
the area near the river. 

Food and toilets were something to be taken advantage of whenever 
possible. Jill spotted a Pizza Express which was able to provide her with a 

A Personal Account of Attending 

HM The Queen’s Lying in State 



G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 
Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 
Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 

Deliveries now subject to a £1 charge. 



massive pizza and a comfort break in the space of a few 
minutes. The pizza was shared with the friends, and with 
the old gentleman, who by then had finished all he had 
brought with him. He had never had pizza in his life so he 
would never forget his first taste. 

Jill's group were fortunate to be passing the sights along 
the Embankment during daylight. They had excellent 
views of the redevelopment of the Canary Wharf area, 
and were struck by the architecture of the 
Butler's Wharf conversion. 

They passed 'The Clink', a notorious 
medieval prison with a rather gruesome 
metal skeleton on the side of the current 
museum building. 

HMS Belfast, The Tower of London, Tower 
Bridge, the Golden Hind, the Covid Memorial 
Wall, St Thomas' Hospital and some of the 
iconic modern buildings of the capital could 
be glimpsed or were passed close by. 

The party were struck by the atmosphere of 
kindness not only in the queue itself, but from 
the people in the places they passed. An 
office offering toilets for £1 got no takers, but 
The Globe Theatre welcomed people free of 
charge. It was a wonderful opportunity to see 
inside this landmark. Grateful users happily 
put money into their regular donation box 
and some, getting cold by now, bought their 
sweatshirts. A baker emerged with a big tray 
of doughnuts he hadn't sold before closing 
and shared them with the grateful queue. 

A friend who had been the previous day had 
told them that the wait would be around 4 
hours from Westminster Bridge. They had 
their wrist bands by then and scouts were 
giving out water, sweets, sandwiches and 
even silver foil blankets to those who needed 
them. Darkness was falling and the street 
scene changed.  

Jill noticed that the policemen who were 
evident everywhere were from forces all over 
the country. No doubt all leave had been 
cancelled to staff this massive security effort. 



 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 
No Mess & fully insured 

Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

Sherwood Forest 
Rotary 

Supporting the Local 
Community 

07711 802683 
Meeting most Wednesdays at 

South Forest Leisure 

Robin Hood Crossroads, 
Edwinstowe 

Visitors always welcome 

www.rotary.org/1220 



Swimming for MacMillan 

Big congratulations to Ruby, who completed her 
7 mile swim total, clapped on by other swimmers 
on Tuesday 13th September.  

It is still not too late to support Ruby and friends 
and this great cause. You can do so either via 
their Just Giving Page https://
swimit.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/swim-it-
with-emily  or Ruby’s sponsor form Paula or 
Brenda. 

The Just Giving page stood at just over £2,500 
at the time of writing. Well done to them all. 

The strict security 
continued as they 
reached the head 
of the queue, with 
all food, water 
and flammable 
items such as 
hand sanitisers, 
perfume etc. 
taken away. Phones, watches, bags and anything 
else which might have been used to conceal 
anything dangerous were put through one of around 

a dozen airport style scanners before they were 
ushered towards Westminster Hall. 

They regrouped with their friends at the top of 
the steps and were fortunate that the change of 
vigil, which occurred every 20 minutes, was 
sounded as they were there. They had to stand 
and wait while the change was completed, which 
Jill and Ella appreciated as it gave them time to 
really take in what they were doing. 

They filed respectfully past the coffin, feeling 
how close they were and what a personal 
moment it was. They left the Hall and set off 

back to Kings Cross for food and a seat, having missed the last train home. 
They were amazed and so grateful to the people there, who had set up a 
long, warm train, where they could get food and drink and rest before their 
5.55am train back to Newark. In Jill's words, it was a magnificent and 
memorable experience. 

https://swimit.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/swim-it-with-emily
https://swimit.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/swim-it-with-emily
https://swimit.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/swim-it-with-emily


Laxton WI 60
th

 Anniversary 

The second Wednesday of October will 
be the 60th anniversary of the 
formation of our WI. It brings back a lot 
of memories for all our past members 
and friends of the things we have done 
over the years.  

At the start we had up to 80 members 
from Laxton and the surrounding 
villages. As time went on some of the 
villages formed their own WIs, so our 
numbers decreased but we are still 
here 60 years on. 

We remember all the pantomimes we 
had each year after our parties when 
the Village Hall was full and we had to 
hold another show the night after . 

The rounders team started and we won 
the County Competition trophy for five 
years on the trot, and then they decided 
to stop having county competitions. I 
wonder why?! 

We even represented Notts and hired a 
coach and went to York to for a 
National Rounders Championship. 
Guess who won that too! 

Our scrap book was chosen to 

be exhibited in London and Iris 

Bex attended a Buckingham 

Palace Garden Party 

 
This group of WI members 
was waiting for a Trent 
River trip, which was 
followed by afternoon tea at 
The Red House in Kelham.  

Memorably the torrential 
rain which caused the 2007 
floods began while we were 
there and we had to wade 
out to get to our cars! 



Over the last 60 years we’ve had 
some good times and fun and made 
some very good friends through the 
WI. That’s what it’s all about: 

friendship and taking part. 

Brenda 

We took part in the NFWI 
100 years celebrations. 
Joyce carried the baton on 
horseback to Egmanton 
after we received it from 
Kneesall. 

Pat, helped by Jeff, Keith 
and Jean, planted our 
bulbs around the village. 

And we have catered for so 
many events in the village and 
for local families. 

We remember all the competition entries we did for Newark Show 
and the outings we went on and the county holidays abroad which 
members went on. 



OCTOBER SERVICES FOR OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  
 

 HC = Holy Communion EP = Evening Prayer MP = Morning Prayer 

Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All WS = Word Service 
 

 

2nd October 

10:30am Laxton  HC  Rev Margaret 

4.00pm Wellow  EP  Heather B  

 

9th October 

10:30am Kirton  H/C  Father James 

4.00pm Egmanton  Harvest  Rev John Chambers 

 

14th October (Friday) 

7.00pm Laxton  Harvest  Rev Alistair 

 

16th October 

10.00am Walesby  H/C  Rev Vaughn Sweet 

10:30am Wellow  Harvest  Rev Margaret 

 

23rd October 

9.00am Egmanton  H/C  Father James 

10:30am Kirton  H/C  Father James 

 

30th October 

 

2nd November (Wednesday)  

7.00pm Kirton  All Souls Service Father James  

Please note change of date for Wellow Harvest to 16th October 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

2022 

October 12th WI 60th birthday celebration 

Fri 14th Oct Harvest Supper 

October 19th History Group (at Norwell VH) 

 

 

Forward Planning 

Sat 19th Nov History Group Craft Fayre 

Tues 22nd Nov Parish Council 

Fri 2nd Dec Village Hall Quiz Night 

Sun 4th Dec Christmas Lights Switch On 

 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  

 September and November  

Quiz Nights 1st Friday of December & March tbc 

 

Copy Date for NOVEMBER edition:  
12 noon, 16th OCTOBER 2022 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & GATES FOR HOME 

& BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 

IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

• Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

• Oil Tank Installation 

• Emergency Call Outs 

• Fully Insured 

• Oftec Registered 

 

 

01777 472885 or 

07999 528397 

Quality Paintings 

or Drawings 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


Laxton WI  

At our monthly meeting in September we had 
Suzanne Plamping come to demonstrate to us. 
Suzanne is a member of our County Board of Trustees and she chairs 
the Communications Team. 

Suzanne is a very good craft 
demonstrator and came to show 
us how to do Indian block 
printing, which was very 
interesting. 

She told us how she had 
combined a holiday in India with 
taking a course in printing, 
learning from people in their 
homes and factories. She 
learned about the different 
blocks and inks they used.  

We were then shown a selection 
of her work on different cloths 
including linen and silk. She 
spoke about the blocks that she 
used which were all different 
patterns. Susan told us that the 
Indian printers like straight lines 
in their patterns and part of the 
skill was lining up the printing 

blocks. Even trickier was the task 
of overlaying two or more further 
blocks of different colours to create 
complex patterns. The blocks the 
workers used were about 9 inches 
square. 

And then it was our turn to have a 
go. We were all given a linen 
zipped pouch which we were asked 
to decorate. Suzanne is keen on 



recycling and gave us a piece of paper torn from a waste book to 
practice on. Then we all picked some patterned blocks and inks. Luckily 

for us the blocks each had an 
individual design or picture and they 
were small enough to fit easily into 
the hand. 

We had plastic lids from various 
household products to use as 
palettes for our ink. There were stiff 
sponges which had to be dabbed 
into the ink to distribute it evenly 
before tapping it lightly onto the 
block and applying to the surface to 
be printed. That was the tricky bit! 

We then tried to do it. To our surprise, once we had worked out what 
the blocks 
would print 
and thought 
about how to 
place them, it 
wasn’t as 
difficult as it 
seemed to 
create a 
simple print.  

We really had 
some lovely 
patterns on 
our finished 

articles, to say it was our first attempt. It looked as if it was a children’s 
classroom at one time with all the paints and things all over, and 
everyone enjoyed it. 



Our next meeting, on October 12, will be our 60th anniversary. We 
have decided to go out for an evening meal and arranged some 
entertainment so that we can sit back and enjoy and being waited on. 

 

What a good evening we had on Friday 2nd September at our bingo 
night. 

We started off having to get 
more tables out, which was a 
good sign. 

 

We played six games with 
each game having six cards 
on it so you had six chances 
of winning. Apart from that we 
played Irish bingo, Corner 
bingo, all of which caused a 
laugh as nobody knew what 

they were doing. 

It was a good job we had 
Wendy with us. She was 
our caller and is the 
chairman of our WI County 
sports and leisure 
committee, so she kept us 
all in order. 

 

 Thanks to Jackie for 
organising it and to 
everyone who gave raffle 
prizes and refreshments. 
Also a big thank you to 

Derek and the menfolk for clearing all the tables and chairs away. It 
was a big help 

Thanks again 

Brenda  

WI Bingo Night 



HILLCREST: Gardening Centre 

Everything for your garden: 

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds 

(for more details see web site) 

Tel: 07543 140 834 
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 

We are at the top of Laxton Hill, Egmanton 

 Fertiliser 

 Compost 

 Seeds & bulbs 

 Shrubs & trees 

 Bedding plants 

 Hanging baskets 

 Giftware 

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services 

 Full livery 

 Breaking 

 School livery 

 Rehab stabling 

 Holiday livery 

 Selling livery 

 Riding lessons 

 Secure 

 CCTV 

 BHS Regd. 

 Qualified instructor 

 Fully insured 

 Resident on site 
with stables 

Please phone or see web site  

for further information 

Tel: 07359 244758 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 



 

The next order will go in at our usual time of mid - late 
November depending on demand and prices. 

The price of heating oil has fallen slowly but steadily over the last few 
weeks, which is in part due to the global situation and in part due to 
lower demand. On 4th August the England average was 86.54p/litre. 
On 18th September it had gone up then down to 91.85p/litre 
(Boilerjuice). 

With all the news attention on the high costs predicted for energy bills 
this coming winter, little or nothing has been said about the higher cost 
of oil, which we are already paying. Just before Open Field was 
finalised for September, Boilerjuice sent out a message to customers 
saying that the Prime Minister had said that people using oil to heat 
their homes would also receive help, but that no details were yet 
available.  

Mike Manning circulated a message to this effect quoting Boilerjuice 
and this month’s Citizen’s Advice article makes reference to it. We 
have asked them to inform us as soon as they have any information 
and will ask Mike to circulate it or get the word spread however we 
can. 

People will need to buy oil when their tanks are running low and the 
group will continue to operate as long as people feel we can achieve 
better prices for them than they can achieve themselves. Anyone 
wanting to set up a monthly payment plan will need to deal direct with 
their choice of supplier and it is unlikely that this will be compatible 
with ordering with the Group. We are all going to have to play it by ear 
and do what seems best for us individually. 

Group members receive a discount based on the total volume when 
ordering together. The price is negotiated based on our total, and so 
those wanting to benefit need to specify their requirement before the 
quotes are requested, the best supplier is chosen and the order is 
placed. Late orders are not accepted unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. 

Anyone whose order can be placed by email is very welcome to join. 
Please contact me on oil@openfield.org.uk The group currently 
covers an area of roughly 5 miles radius from Laxton, plus one former 
villager who uses oil in his new home about 20 miles away.                             

Joy 

Group Oil Order 



Autumn Vaccinations 

The best way to help protect yourself and others from 
flu is to have a yearly flu jab. Protection from the flu 
jab gradually decreases and flu strains can change, 
which means a previous flu jab may not protect you 
from this year's strains.   

At the time of writing anyone aged over 65 who did 
not come into any of the other priority groups was 
eligible to book their Covid booster jab. The age able 

to book is coming down, so check to see if you qualify. Vaccination 
centres had been set up in East Markham Village Hall and Ollerton. 

This year there is a vaccination against Covid which incorporates the 
original vaccine and a new addition against the Omicron variant. NB 
some people may hear this called a ’combined vaccine’ and wrongly 
assume it incorporates the ‘flu vaccine. It doesn’t and unless you receive 
both separately at the same time, you will still need to go and get a ‘flu 
jab to maximise your protection for the winter. 

After your jab, it usually takes around two weeks to be protected. 

More people are likely to get flu this winter as fewer people will have 
built up natural immunity to it during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 if you get flu and COVID-19 at the same time, research shows 
you're more likely to be seriously ill. 

 getting vaccinated against flu and COVID-19 will provide 
protection for you and those around you for both these serious 
illnesses. 

 If you've had COVID-19, it's safe to have the flu vaccine. It will still 
be effective at helping to prevent flu. 

Some people may be eligible for both the flu and the COVID-19 booster 
vaccines. If you are offered both vaccines, it's safe to have them at the 
same time. 

Check to see if you are eligible for a free ‘flu jab. 

Where to get the flu vaccine 

You can have the NHS flu vaccine at: 

 your GP surgery 

 a pharmacy offering the service 

 your midwifery service if you're pregnant 

 a hospital appointment 



 

Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments 

We Spray: 

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,  

Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl 

25 Years Experience 

07999 489624 

Contact: 

Our Email: 

Find us on Facebook: 

Darren 

scopesprayservices@gmail.com 

Scope Spray Services 

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton-on-Trent  

MOT Testing  

 01636 821200  

 Servicing 

 Tyres  

 Repairs 

 Air Con  



‘Laxton History Group Craft 
Fayre November 19th in the 
Village Hall. The return of this 
popular opportunity to get some 
of your Christmas gifts bought 
while enjoying a chat with friends 
and neighbours and some tasty 
Laxton baking! 

 

Laxton Christmas Lights Switch On, Sunday 4th December. 
Last year the first Switch On event was held in the Dovecote Car 
park and was a great success. This year you can not only plan to 
attend, but also help to plan the event. Volunteers are needed for 
the organising group. Please contact Michael Manning on 870844. 

Things to Look Forward to ... 



Thanks to Steve Digby, Editor of ‘Idle Talk’ for permission to use this 
quiz, set by his sister in law.  

Straightforward, cryptic, hidden or phonetic: what's the link  

 

Quiz Questions (answers overleaf) 

1. According to The Beatles, where would you find a barber showing photo-
graphs of every head he's had the pleasure to know? 

2. What element in the periodic table has the symbol Ni? 

3. Which 1970s/80s pop duo consisted of David van Day and  
Thereza Bazar? 

4. Which city on the River Forth is known as The Gateway to the Highlands 
and was once the capital of Scotland? 

5. What is the surname of Ezra, the controversial American poet? 

6. What fraction is 25%? 

7. Who married Princess Anne in 1973? 

8. Played by Michael Crawford, what was the name of the main character in 
“Some Mothers Do Have 'Em”? 

9. 9 What is the name of the huge theme park complex which opened in 
Paris in 1992? 

10. a The Raj Quartet by Paul Scott was serialised on TV under what title? 

     b … and if you read just the first two books? 

11.  What is the common link between the answers? 

Recent Bonus Ball Winners 

We have various numbers available. Here is the  up to date list of the 

spare numbers: 1,2,7,13,20,26,29,37,38,40,41,44,51,52,53,57,59. 

Please contact me on 870844. Thank you.     Michael Manning 

20/8/22 38 ROLLOVER 

27/8/22 19 John and Carol 

3/9/22 06 Janet Cooke 

10/9/22 09 Roy and Sue S 



FREE Harvest Festival Concert  
in support of your local food bank. 

Your chance to help. 

8th October 2022 at 7pm 
St Paulinus Church, Church Circle, New Ollerton 

FREE ENTRY 
Featuring: 

 The Dukeries Singers 
 The Forest Singers 
 The Edwinstowe Bell Ringers 
 Local Musicians 

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food for the 
Foodbank Harvest table. Refreshments available with all 
donations going to the Foodbank. 

OSSINGTON PCC invite you to 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

at the Church of the Holy Rood, Ossington 

on Sunday 2nd October 2022 at 6pm 

Preacher: The Revd. John Chambers 

 

OSSINGTON HARVEST SUPPER 

SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2022 

at 7pm for 7:30pm in the HUT 

BYO Drinks and Glasses 

Tickets £10 from Ben Skipper, ben.skipper@uwclub.net  

Children under 12 free 



Mike Maloney Butchers & Bakers 

The Country Victualler Pod Shop 

 Senior Citizens’ Discounts on Wednesday,  

Fill your freezer with tasty treats, packed and labelled 

Click & Collect, Special offers daily 

FREE PARKING 

 

Opening Hours: 

Tues - Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 1.30pm 

 01777 874700  

thecountryvictualler.co.uk 

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh 

Quiz Answers: 

1 Penny Lane 

2 Nickel 

3 Dollar 

4 Stirling - Sterling 

5 Pound 

6 A quarter 

7 Captain Mark Phillips 

8 Frank Spencer (franc) 

9 Euro Disney 

10 a Jewel in the Crown 

     b Jewel in Half a Crown – 
          sorry, I couldn't resist it 

11 Link – they all include a unit of currency 



Don’t struggle with your energy 
bills alone 

On Thursday 8 September, Prime Minister 
Liz Truss announced that the average 

household's gas and electricity bills would be frozen at £2,500 for the 
next two years, from the 1st of October.  

Earlier in the year the government announced additional support for 
people to cope with increased living costs, including scrapping the £200 
energy rebate and replacing it with a non-repayable grant of £400 for all 
households. To get the £400 grant: 

• Most people won’t need to do anything to get the money  

• You won’t have to pay it back  

• If you pay via direct debit, the £400 will be automatically added to 
your energy account paid to you over 6 months starting from 
October 2022 That should equate to about £67-a-month: 

• People who pay via direct debit will automatically see it as a 
reduction or a refund to their bank account 

• Standard credit/payment card customers will see it added to their 
credit 

• Smart meter customers will see it added to their smart meters  

• If you have a prepayment meter, you’ll be issued with vouchers 
in the first week of each month, via SMS text, email or post. 
Make sure your energy company has your up-to-date details 

•  You’ll need to redeem these at a top-up point e.g. PayPoint or 
Post Office  

To receive any of the above support you won’t be asked for your bank 
details, so watch out for scam emails or texts asking for this information. 

However, households using oil will not benefit from the £2,500 
energy price guarantee. The Prime Minister announced that there 
would be a discretionary fund providing equivalent financial 
support for heating oil homes this winter. The details of this support 
have yet to be confirmed. 

Even with the support from the government we know that for many 
energy bills are still much higher than they have been and they simply 
don’t have extra cash to spare to pay for the increasing cost of energy. 
The scale of this crisis is unlike anything we’ve seen even in the 
pandemic. We’re helping more people with crisis support like food bank 
referrals and access to grants because they simply can’t pay the bills or 
put food on the table. 



Milton Mausoleum 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Sat 12th November  
Christmas Gifts and Crafts Fayre 
at the Mausoleum, 10am – 4pm 

 A great selection of stalls selling 
quality goods.  

 Hot & cold refreshments on sale. Refreshments in a seated area. 

 Come along and support local businesses.    
 

Sat 3rd December 

Carols by Candlelight at the Mausoleum,  4pm – 5pm 

Refreshments included - Raffle.  
Contact us to reserve your place as they are limited. 

Let your Christmas begin by celebrating with us. 
 

For all enquiries, please contact: 
Jenny on 01777 871706 or Gill on 01777 248310 

We thank you for your continued support and hope to see you at these 
events.       The Friends of Milton Mausoleum. 

For people who’re worried about their bills, Jackie Insley, Chief Officer 
of Citizens Advice Sherwood and Newark said: 

“First of all, we want people to know they are not alone and there is 
support out there. What you can get will depend on your 
circumstances. Our website has more information, or you can speak to 
one of our advisers who can help you find out if you are receiving 
everything you are entitled to.” 

You can reach us: 

Phone  

Local office - 01623 861769  (you may be offered a call-back) 

Adviceline: 0800 144 88 48 (RelayUK - type what you want to say: 
18001 0800 144 8884)  Monday-Friday 9am-5pm.  

Chat online - www.citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 

Newark office Tues/Thurs 9.30 - 2.30, Castle House NG24 1BY  

Ollerton office Mon/Weds 9.30 - 2.30, 5 Forest Court, NG22 9PL 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/sherwood-newark/ 



Present: Councillors: J. Hill, S. Rose, S. Hill (chair) 
     
In attendance at parish council meeting 

C. Wilson (Clerk) 
Members of the public (x2) 
 
1. Apologies for absence: Apologies for absence were received 

and accepted from Mr Manning, Mr M Hennell, Mr R Hennell and 
Mr Godson. Mr S Hill took the chair in Mr Manning’s absence. 
Apologies were also accepted from Mr Pringle and Mrs Michael.  

2. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest, 
direct or indirect, in any items of business on the agenda.  

3. Dispensations: None required.  
4. 10 Minutes public speaking: Concern was expressed that there 

was a lack of attention and focus on Moorhouse by the parish 
council. The example of the village signs for Laxton was given. 
The clerk explained that these had been funded largely by the 
Crown Estate. Mr S Hill drew attention to the new fingerpost for 
Moorhouse which the parish council had secured.  
The condition of the bench in Moorhouse was also raised. Mr S Hill 
had been going to raise this under councillors’ reports at item 9 on 
the agenda. 
Concern was also expressed at the condition of roads in 
Moorhouse. Mr S Hill confirmed that, as a Moorhouse resident, he 
raised these. The clerk offered to ask councillor Pringle to include 
Moorhouse in his walk round to take place over the summer. 
Mr S Hill invited any Moorhouse resident with any concern to 
contact a parish councillor or the clerk via the website and these 
concerns would receive attention.  

5. Thoresby Estate report (if any): No Thoresby Estate 
representative present. Councillors noted that Mr Perry had let the 
Estate and that Mr S James had taken the role. The clerk will 
invite Mr James to the next meeting. to the meeting.  

6. Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 24 May and 
21 June 2022: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held 
on 24 May and 21 June 2022 were agreed as a true record and 
signed by Mr S Hill as chair.  

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council at 

Moorhouse Church on 19/7/22 (Draft) 



7. Matters arising: The clerk confirmed the amount paid for the 
hedge laying. No other matters arising which were not otherwise 
on the agenda.  

8. Reports from district and county councillors: No district or 
county councillor present.  

9. Reports from councillors: It was reported that there were to be 
ten new interpretation boards and that work was underway on their 
construction.  

10. Property matters including sports field and Glebe Field 
maintenance and licence completion: Councillors noted that the 
Glebe Field rent has been paid. They also noted that the jubilee 
tree is being watered.  
Reports of empty plastic bottles being left at the sports field 
Pavilion were noted. The clerk will inform the Committee chair. 
There was a report that oil had been fly tipped in Moorhouse. 
There was also discussion of fly tipping of trees, builders’ sand 
and grass and the extent of NSDC’s responsibility for removal of 
such items. The clerk will contact NSDC to enquire whether it is 
responsible for removing material fly tipped on common land and 
public footpaths. She asked that residents email photographs of 
any fly tipping as evidence. Fly tipping to be an agenda item for 
September 2022 meeting. Mr S Hill will also raise the problem at 
the next SNG meeting. Planning matters: 

11. Planning matters: 
a. Applications: An application had been received after 

circulation of the agenda. Councillors considered application 
22/01308/HOUSE - Demolition of existing Conservatory. 
Installation of external door and window - School House 
High Street Laxton and agreed that they had no objections. 

b. To note planning decisions by NSDC: 22/01005/HOUSE – 
Garage and car port - School House, High Street, 
Laxton, NG22 0NX – Refusal noted. 

c. Compliance: No matters raised.  
12. Defibrillator inspection report: Councillors noted that the new 

battery had finally arrived and been installed. Mr J Hill reported 
that the pads would expire in March 2023. Early ordering of 
replacements to be considered at the September 2022 meeting. 
The clerk will enquire of Mr Manning regarding the signs which 
had been ordered at the same time as the battery.  

13. Village environment and appearance, including Bar 
Farmhouse: Work is being undertaken at Bar Farmhouse. No 
other matter raised. The clerk will title this item as “Parish 
environment…” going forward to ensure that Moorhouse is 
specifically included.  



14. Financial matters: 
a. Financial position as at 30 June 2022: Councillors 

considered and noted the clerk’s report showing the 
precise financial position at 30 June 2022 (incorporating 
the 2022-23 budget figures). The chair verified the stated 
balances against bank statements. 

b. Accounts for payment: Councillors unanimously 
approved six payments totalling £703.01 and formally 
noted their approval of seven cheques for jubilee event 
expenses totalling £1,579.32 without a specific agenda 
item given at the meeting on 21 June 2022.  

c. Change of banking provider: Councillors agreed that 
the newly introduced bank charges were disappointing 
and that the clerk should look for an alternative provider. 
Previous difficulties in setting up signatories were 
discussed and frustration expressed.  

15. Service faults: To be raised with Mr Pringle as part of the 
parish walk. The clerk will enquire whether he would be able to 
attend in the evening to enable more councillors to attend.  

16. Correspondence: Councillors noted that Mr Manning had 
expressed an interest in the NALC on line event on giving local 
councils more of a say on housing to take place on 27 July 
2022.  

17. Agenda items for next meeting: See above and Christmas 
event planning. The clerk will ask Mr Manning to seek residents’ 
ideas in the Open Field.  

18. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 27 September 2022 in the 
Visitor Centre. 

Newark’s ‘Proclamation Stool’, 
photographed during a WI guided 
tour of the Town Hall.  

The stool has been used for 
hundreds of years to proclaim the 
accession of a new monarch.  

In 2022 the Town Clerk, Matthew 
Gleadell stood on it in front of the 
Town Hall to proclaim the accession 
of King Charles III.  

 



Community RePaint Scheme - Part 1 

The Community 
Repaint 
Nottinghamshire 
scheme recently 
celebrated 10 years of 
operation. Since the 
scheme started in our 
area it has redistributed 
over 69,000 litres of 
paint to the local 
community - that’s 
enough to repaint Trent 
Bridge seven times!  

This has coloured the 
lives of over 110,000 

people in the Nottinghamshire County Council area and equates to a 
saving of 186,000kg CO2 - that’s the same as a petrol car driving around 
the entire circumference of the Earth 27 times.   

Four Recycling Centres in the county are part of the scheme, but only 
Newark is local to us, so if you want to dispose responsibly of your 
surplus paint, that is where you need to head. 

We will be telling you what can be donated and how to get paint you 
might need in future editions. 

  

Tins of liquid paint should never be put in your bin at home, unless they 
are empty or contain only solid dried-up paint residue. Tins of paint from 
a wheelie bin then crushed in the back of a rubbish truck, can spill onto 
the street and paint poured down sinks and may pollute our water 
courses. 

Much better - donate unwanted paint to RePaint, to be found locally at 
the Newark Recycling Centre. The scheme collects reusable, leftover 
paint and gives it for free to individuals, community groups, charities and 
schools.  Community groups may use the paint to refurbish rooms or 
buildings used by their members.  It may be used by other groups for 
craft activities, for training or may even be used for stage sets by 
community theatre groups.  

www.communityrepaint.org.uk 



Useful 

Contact 

Details

 

Defibrillator 

Contacts: 

Neil Randall

 01777 

Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 Yoga with Gregg – Tuesdays at 7.30pm. Pay Gregg - £36 block of 
6 sessions, £7 drop in. Info from Gregg: 07761 344250. 

 Egmanton WI - Thursday 20th October in the Hall 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as neither the 
Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing it is locked.  

Please do remember that the defibrillator must only be used once 
authorised by a call to 999.                                            Michael Manning 

Village Notices 

Mike Manning maintains a list of email addresses for villagers and other 
local people who want to receive up to date information. 

If you are not already on the list and would like to be kept informed, 
please contact Mike at kneecott@googlemail.com  

A reminder about the pot hole reporting contact details are: 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/ 

report-a-pothole 

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 

Recently a vigilant neighbour, new to Laxton, became aware of 
something going on opposite his house in the wee small hours. He was 
able to shout at the three  men involved and frighten them off before 
they completed their attempt to cut a catalytic converter off a parked 
car. The circulation group was used to alert locals to be wary for their 
own vehicles. 



Useful 

Contact 

Details 

Defibrillator 

Contacts: 

Neil Randall

01777 

Useful Contact Details 
 

Defibrillator Contacts: 

Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Mark Hennell   07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose   07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

    evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 

Police 

Sgt 2949 Christian Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
     Ollerton Police Station 

PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell    07595 074292 

  

Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

Danger to life or crime in progress     999 

Otherwise police switchboard     101 

Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 

Medical 

Tuxford Medical Centre     01777 870203 

Sutton-on-Trent Surgery     01636 821023 

Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 

Newark Hospital       01636 681681 

Bassetlaw Hospital      01909 500990 

King’s Mill Hospital      01623 622515 
 

Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)   01777 870381 

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk  01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk    0115 977 5661 

Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 



 

 

Lynda Moore 

captured this lovely 

shot of a bee on 

lavender. 

Laxton Looking Like the Ukrainian Flag, by Tim Keay, August 2022 


