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The fallen ash tree, which stood on Eel Lane, Mill Field,  Laxton 

at the corner of Robert Haighôs Field  
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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 16th JUNE PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send in 

your contributions at any time. 



Please, please we are still looking for someone to carry on the 
Magazine after June. 

It doesn't have to look like we have been used to. You can do it your 
own way, using your own ideas how you make it as long as it still 
includes the adverts and Laxton and Moorhouse news. 

It will be a shame to lose it after all these years. Anyone that is 
interested, please get in touch. 

Thanks Jean.  

Important Notice Regarding Open Field  

Is there anyone out there who is willing to help with the church? We 
are going through a difficult period with Brenda not well.  

Any help would be appreciated. Please contact Janet or Jean  

A Plea for Help With the Church  

Hello everybody, 

Just to say you can now put in your diaries the 
Christmas Tree Festival which will be in 
church on Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December 
2026. 

The band concert will be held the following week 
on Friday, the 11th of December. 

Anyone who would like to put a tree in church is 
most welcome, but please let Marg Palmer or one 
of the committee know. More details will be 
circulated nearer the time, but we are happy to 

take names now or to explain what is involved to anyone who didnôt 
provide a tree last time, but who would like to this year. 

Jean.  

Christmas Tree Festival 2026  



Get Well Soon  

Unfortunately we have quite a long list of people who have needed to 
have medical attention this month. Some have been waiting and 
others found themselves unexpectedly unwell. We send very best 
wishes to everyone affected this month. Those we know about are: 

Brenda Noble, who is still in hospital, 

Stuart and Sandra Clarke, who have both been in hospital and are 
thankfully now back home, 

Daphne Sanford who is doing well, 

Mary Haigh who is also doing well and hopes soon to be signed off 
after her surgery 

And finally 

Roger and Joan Cottee who are struggling to shrug off a virus which 
has hit them badly. 

Speaking of viruses, over 75s and some others in special categories 
are now able to get their spring Covid jabs. If you have not had an 
invitation check the NHS app or ask your surgery. 

Laxton WI Invite you to a  

Fashion Show  

Laxton Village Hall  

Weds. 29th April  

7pm for 7.30pm start  

£6.00 inc. light refreshments  

Contact Margaret 07826 429987  

If you have booked with Brenda, please confirm 

with Margaret so her list is complete  



Laxton Spring Litter Pick  

On Sunday morning, parish 
councillors Jem Hill, 
Rebecca Creighton and 
Stuart Rose were joined at 
10am by a group of villagers 
to commence our springtime 
litter pick. Councillor Anna 
Moorhouse, and her team 
rendezvoused at Saywood 
Cottages. 

Approximately two and a half 
hours later the bulging bags 
were deposited in the pinfold for collection later by NSDC. 

Not only is it saddening that so much litter is thrown from vehicles, it 
is quite disturbing how many people probably drink and drive. There's 
definitely someone who drinks Stella, judging by the numerous cans 
on the verge on one side of Acre Edge Road. Whilst going in the 
opposite direction, the can of choice is Knights cider. 

Thank you to Jem for organising the equipment and to everyone who 
helped. We covered the sports field, Bar Road, Moorhouse Road, 
Kneesall Rd down from the cross roads, Toad Lane and Acre Edge 
Road walking back from the Holocaust Centre. 

A special thank you to passing cyclist Pete 
from Norwell Woodhouse who kindly cycled 
back to the village to fetch Heidi and me 

some more black 
bags that he duly 
delivered. 

Helen S 



 

 

Laxton Community Coffee Morning  

Thank you to everyone who supported 
this Aprilôs memorial coffee morning in 
aid of Barnardo's. As we advertised, 
this is the charity that 
Karen would have 
nominated. 
 
It was lovely to meet 
members of Karen's 

choir and friends from Nottingham who made the 
trip. They made sure we were busy from 10am 
sharp.  

A staggering Ã543 was donated on the day, with 
further late donations being handed in over the 
remainder of the weekend. These took the total to Ã718. A record sum 
for one of the village coffee morning events. 

I would like to thank all those who donated cakes and raffle prizes, 
and all our helpers on the day. They work tirelessly to make sure all 
our guests are well cared for. The cup cakes and the array of prizes 
was a sight to behold. Thank you to everyone who generously 

purchased tickets. 

Thanks also to Grace, our young visitor 
working towards the Community Service 
section of her bronze level Duke of 
Edinburghôs Award by helping us in the 
kitchen for our coffee mornings. Her help 
was certainly very welcome for such a 
busy event. 
                                                      Helen 



The hall was full once 
again for the monthly 
meeting of Chop & Chat. 
The regular veg peelers are 
now very well used to their 
tasks and a huge pile of 
veg was ready in no time. 
That left plenty of time to 
chat over a cup of coffee 
afterwards. 

Dave was as busy as ever juggling different pans and dishes to 
produce a lovely roast chicken dinner complete with stuffing, roast and 
mashed potatoes and gravy as well as the veg. Thanks once again to 
him for his efforts. This time there was more than could actually be 
accommodated in the hostess dishes, but it wasnôt a problem as the big 
dish of broccoli cheese (a popular new addition) was soon emptied as 
were the others by the time the ótake awaysô had been prepared for 
those who were unwell or unable to join us. 

To follow there was another of Daveôs surprises. This time we all felt we 
had gone back to childhood when cornflake tart was served with 
custard. Yummy! 

This meeting had been brought forward a week because Easter 
Monday fell on the due date, and as this is the season of Monday Bank 
Holidays, Mayôs event has been changed for the same reason. Please 
note in your diaries that the óMayô meeting will be held on 27th April. 

This is the  last of the scheduled events before we let Dave have time 
off for the summer, but there is talk of Chop & Chat going óOn Tourô as 
last year. This was a well supported series of monthly get togethers at 
eating places round about. There will be a conversation about ideas at 
the 27th April lunch.  

There is now a WhatsApp group for regular members, and any further 
information will be circulated. If you want to be kept informed, please 
speak to Jean Hennell or Helen Sheard to ensure your name is 

included. It is an 
open group and 
everyone is 
welcome, 
including friends. 

Chop & Chat  



 

ñFEET FIRSTò 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating a special event this month. 

We wish you all a wonderful day and 

a happy and healthy year to come.  

Birthdays  

Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating this month. The birthday 

roll of honour for this month is: 

Roger Cottee, David S, Lesley Booth, 

Dolcie Hennell, Alison Beckitt, 

Elizabeth Banks, Ian Morton, 

Lynnette Dinsdale, Pam Dutton and 

another David S  

anniversaries  

Congratulations to Jamie and Chloe 

Hennell anyone else celebrating an 

anniversary in May. No more have 

ben brought to the notice of the 

magazine team, so we cannot mention 

other names this month.  

If you would like your special 

event recognised here, please 

let us know the details.  



Corrine Parkes  

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

¶ Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

¶ Special new client discounts 

¶ Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 
supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 
burners & liners. Certificate 

issued. 
 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 
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ñChop & Chatò has its own page, but just to note 
thanks from the Village Hall to Dave for catering for the 
get togethers again this winter. We hope to see things 
restarting in the Hall in September. 

 

It is never too early to make a note of the date for the next Village 
Hall Quiz. This will be the 'Christmas' Quiz on Friday 
27th November (the last Friday in November). 

 

The ñPilatesò class is run by Rachel, who asks for 4-week block 

bookings up front which cost Ã28 for the block or Ã8.50 for an 

individual session.  

Please contact Helen Sheard if you are interested. It is held at Laxton 

Village Hall on Thursday evenings from 18:30 to 19:30. It is aimed at 

all levels, so beginners are very welcome. Get in touch if you are 

interested. 

Itôs YOUR Hall for YOUR events  

Laxton Village Hall can be hired to host any form of event. All details 

can be found on the Laxton Village Hall website 

www.laxtonvh.org.uk.  

The Facilities tab shows what is available. The Bookings tab has the 

details of rates (which are discounted for village residents) as well as a 

booking calendar where you can check to see if the date / time you are 

interested in is currently free. There is a booking enquiry form for you 

to complete with the details of your event. 

Other news 

As ever, thank you all for your continued support. The Hall is a great 

asset to our community and we encourage you all to make use of it. 

Our goal as trustees of the Hall is ñManaging and maintaining Laxton 

Village Hall for the benefit of the community of Laxton, 
Nottinghamshire and the surrounding villagesò. We urge you all to 

make the most of it. 

The Village Hall trustees are: Ian Robinson, Lesley Booth, Stuart 
Rose, Charlotte Gregory, Margaret Palmer, Sarah Stringer,  
Helen Pick, Linda Malloy, Karen Singleton and Heidi Keay. 

Village Hall News  

http://www.laxtonvh.org.uk


The Country Victualler  

Butchers & Bakers  
  

Award winning handmade pork pies,  
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork 

and Longhorn Thoresby beef  
 

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await 
you at our Tuxford Pod.  

 

¶ Order & Collect  

¶ Free kerb side parking  

¶ Daily hot food to go specials  

¶ Loyalty card rewards  

¶ Senior Citizensõ 10% off Wednesday 

 

Opening Hours:  

Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm  

Closed Sunday & Monday  
 

 01777 874700  

 

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers!  

 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter -subscription  
 

 Nationwide delivery.  
 

thecountryvictualler.co.uk  

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh  

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription


Hydrogen Pipeline Plans  

As if a massive solar farm on our 

doorsteps was not enough, plans have 

recently been publicised indicating the 

favoured route of a hydrogen pipeline, 

known as the H2 East Pipeline, which is 

being put forward by Cadent, the gas 

pipeline people. 

There was a recent consultation event in 
Egmanton Village Hall, where visitors 
were able to view the plans and were 
encouraged to comment. 

The map, shown right here, was 
displayed. It is easier to view this on their 
web site (address below), but the blue line showing a swathe of land 
forming the possible route passes right through all three of the open 
fields of Laxton. On commenting to the environmental person present, 
it seemed to come as news to them that this was a medieval 
landscape of national, if  not world, importance, and digging it up was 
unlikely to be an option, even if they did intend to cover in the pipeline. 

They are obliged to consult with people such as Natural England, who 
we can assume will be making this point with more force than we can 
as individuals, but it is still worth looking at the proposals and having 
your say. Tuxford Town Council have discussed the proposals and 
are sending a consolidated response. They are keen to work with 
neighbouring villages to oppose the plans and to suggest that a 
different and less costly route, which was not exhibited, is better. 

The route has been designed ñto avoid the solar farms and difficult 
ground conditions on this side of the Trentò, while delivering a route to 
the sugar beet factory at Newark and the brickworks at Kirton. These 
two enterprises are identified as major customers, assuming both are 
still operating when the line is functional. The suggestion was that 
building it would begin in about 2031.  

For more information see h2east.co.uk or 

Email comments to humbernotts@h2east.co.uk 

Mail: Freepost H2 East HN or  

Call: 0800 188 4479 Mon - Fri, 9-5.30pm 



Now the spring weather has arrived we are very busy behind the 
scenes cleaning and preparing our displays.  

The Museum of the Horse is getting ready for the Side Saddle 
show opening on the 21st June. Come along and find out about the 
world of side saddle both historic and modern.  

You may be surprised at how important the 
freezer is in the role of conservation in the 
museum world. Although commercial freezers 
only became available in the 1940s, the 
Mesopotamian cultures found food lasted 
longer in cold conditions. They dug large pits 
and filled them with snow and ice from nearby 
mountains then insulated them with straw or 
sand. Slightly more up to date, there is an Ice 
House at Rufford, which would have been filled 
with ice from the lake. Evidence of this method of keeping food cold 
can be seen in the containers on the ice cream carts on display at the 
Walks of life Museum.  

Great destroyers of old items are moths and 
beetles that can cause a lot of damage. Great 
care has to be taken with new items coming into 
museums. All new things have a spell in the 
deep freeze. They are put in polyethylene bags 
and air has to be sucked out, enabling the cold to 
get close to moth larvae. The item has to be 
frozen for a few days, brought out and up to 
room temperature so anything that might still be 
alive can reactivate. Then back into the freezer 
for another couple of days. Whatever you do 
donôt open the bag until the item has totally 
thawed!  

The display will have many side saddle habits 
and unusual saddles. Hopefully we may have a suitable horse for 
people to feel what a side saddle feels like too . 

EVENTS  

Saturday 2nd May 2 pm, Walks of Life. The story behind the 
objects. Our university students are sharing their journey of 
discovery of the origins, history and use of various objects. From the 

News From The Museums of Tuxford  



nissen hut to African 
artefacts; motherhood and 
more everyday objects  This 
is a free event with 
refreshments  

Saturday 6th June 2 pm 
(WoL) D.D One manôs 
journey from Trieste Italy to 
Tuxford. A survivor of being 
a prisoner of war in two 
countries, and enjoying life 
post WW11 in Tuxford. This 

is a  Free event with refreshments.  

June 20th (MoH) major side saddle exhibition. One of the largest 
collections of side saddles in the world  

Sunday 13th September (MoH) Society of Equestrian Artists 
exhibition  

CONTACTS: 

Museum of The Horse Monday-Friday 9.30 - 4 pm, Saturday closes 
1.30pm 

Contact: 01777 838234 or curator@museumofthehorse.co.uk  

Walks of Life Thursday and Saturday 11am - 4 pm  

Contact: 01777 872776 or  dianehunt08@btinternet.com  

Group visits on other days by arrangement 

Also see our Facebook pages  

Laxton & Moorhouse 

Community Coffee Morning  
All are welcome for coffee and cakes 

Laxton Village Hall  10:30am - 12:30 
May 16th 

June 20th July25th 

September 19th   October 17th 

November 21st December tbc 



In mid April popular local historian and speaker Adrian Gray led a 
guided walk around Tuxford, revealing details of some significant  
people and places in the village, not least the Dukes of Newcastle.  

Starting from the Sun Inn car park, the route went to the lock up, 
which had been opened so that visitors could view the two cells, one 
for men and one for women. At one time there was a building behind 
this to house the fire engine. 

The now closed Methodist Church opposite was noted and Adrian 
explained that it wasnôt in the Methodist style, because it had been 
build by what is now the United Reformed Church and sold to the 
Methodists some 20 years later, with money still owing on the 
mortgage. 

The road in front of where the building stands is wider than the rest of 
the street and was, at one time the horse market. This road, now 
Newcastle Street used to be called Egmanton Street. The Duke of 
Newcastle renamed it after himself. He also renamed a street after his 
friend, Lord Eldon. Interestingly Adrian stated that these gentlemen 
were particularly unpopular and known as the two most disliked men 
in the country.  

The church offered a stopping point for coffee while Adrian explained 
some of the key features of the building. It at one time boasted two 
chantry chapels. Chantry Lane and the name on the gates to the 
pretty garden of the house at the corner recall on of them. 

Inside Adrian pointed out the 
memorial to St Lawrence, a rare 
survival of the Reformation. This 
depicts his martyrdom by gridiron. 
Near the altar are some interesting 
wire sculptures depicting biblical 
themes and the chapel to the left 
had been opened so that the group 
could see the beautiful WWI 
carved reredos. 

The group progressed down Lincoln Road noting former Readôs 
Grammar School and the latest landmark - an enormous mural on the 
walls of the by-pass bridge. A walk across the field took the group to 
the Tronk - the beck running parallel with the road after which the road 
was once named. It is associated with the Holy Well which stood on 
the rise behind it and which fed the public baths created by walling off 

A Walk Through Tuxford  


