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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 16th JUNE PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send in 

your contributions at any time. 



We are delighted to say that óOpen Fieldô has had an 11th hour 
reprieve! Karen Singleton of Laxton has said she is willing to take on 
the job of turning all your contributions into a magazine.  

It is likely to look a little different as she will need to use different 
software to produce it as the package I have used is being retired this 
October. She has said she wants to follow very much the same 
guidelines, but will obviously put her own stamp on it. 

Karen will be taking over from August, so please send me your 
contributions one more time as I will do the July issue while Karen 
gets her system set up to do it. 

Please bear with us while Karen gets to grips with everythingðand 
there is a lot of it to get your head around! She is hoping to recruit a 
small group of friends to ensure things run smoothly. 

We are truly grateful to Karen for coming forward to ensure that the 
magazine can continue and to work with all of you to ensure it is still 
valued and relevant as times change. 

Joy & Jean 

Great News for Open Field  

Hello everybody, 

Just to say you can now put in your diaries the 
Christmas Tree Festival which will be in 
church on Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December 
2026. 

The band concert will be held the following week 
on Friday, the 11th of December. 

Anyone who would like to put a tree in church is 
most welcome, but please let Marg Palmer or one 
of the committee know. More details will be 
circulated nearer the time, but we are happy to 

take names now or to explain what is involved to anyone who didnôt 
provide a tree last time, but who would like to this year. 

Jean.  

Christmas Tree Festival 2026  



Sympathy - Brenda Noble  

It was a very sad day for Laxton when we 
heard of the death of Brenda Noble. She will 
be greatly missed, especially for all her work 
for the church. 

If you couldnôt find Brenda, she was in church 
either doing flowers or tidying up. 

Laxton will not be the same without her. Our 
thoughts and prayers go to George, Paula, 
Lee and Ruby. 

Jean 

Following Brendaôs many years of devoted work for the church, a 
group of interested parishioners attended a meeting called by the 
PCC to look at who could help with the various jobs in future.  

Save the Date: Monday June 1st at 7.00 pm 

It is proposed to hold a meeting for everyone in the Parish of Laxton 
and Moorhouse, to which everyone is invited. It will be held in Laxton 
Village Hall with an agenda to discuss matters pertaining to St 
Michael the Archangel Church. 

It is nearly two years since there was a functioning PCC. At the 
preliminary meeting on May 11th chaired by Simon Hill, a number of 
volunteers came forward. We hope that, given a little more time for 
everyone to find out what is involved and to think about what they 
could do, we will be able to prove that many hands really do make 
light work.  

It is never too late for others to offer help. This could be regular or 
occasional, general or in some specific area which interests you or 
simply to let it be known that you are willing to offer your help for 
special occasions or times of specific need. Please give it some 
thought. There are already a number of events being planned and 
your help will be valuable. Please note the date and come along. 

A New Era for Laxton Church  



 

As I prepare to hand over the reins to Karen, I would like to say a big 
thank you to the team of people who have faithfully delivered their 
group of magazines and collected the subs annually. For the 
magazine to appear on your mat every month, there need to be 
people committed to making it happen. 

The whole team, managed by Jean, has quietly got the job done all 
the time I have been involved. Even during Covid, when nobody knew 
quite what the risks might be, we kept going, with just one month 
missed to protect everyone. 

Nobody has been more committed than Janet and Jean. Janet 
supplies monthly photos and is my ógo toô person for historical facts 
about Laxton. Jean has continually rounded up articles, been with Roy 
to Claypole to collect from the printer, sorted out the gathering of subs 
and helped with the proof reading of the copy before it gets printed. 
Jean knows my inability to get dates right and, if nothing else, she has 
generally managed to ensure you got birthday and anniversary 
congratulations in the right months and that all of our events are listed 
accurately. 

Thanks also go to Dik, my long-suffering husband and ôTech Supportô, 
for endless technical help in scanning pictures, turning print into 
editable text and helping me get to grips with software changes, not to 
mention putting up with me disappearing behind a computer for hours 
each month. He has also proof read monthly and found a good many 
of my mistakes before they became public. 

Our other proof reader has been Jenni Dobson. Some of you may 
remember that she wrote a series of articles about the Laxton families 
she discovered personal links to. She remains very interested in the 
village and remembers fondly the people here who helped her. She is 
guaranteed to spot all my typos, extra spaces etc. and to put me 
straight on matters of grammar.  

Of course, without all our contributors there would be nothing to read, 
so thank you also to everyone who has sent anything in over the 
years. We have had variable numbers of pages, but have never failed 
to have enough interesting items to make a lively magazine. 

I owe all of the above, as well as the readers who give the exercise 
purpose, and the advertisers who make it financially possible, a big 
debt of gratitude. With input from you all, the finished product has 
been a pleasure to me as well as, I know, to many of you.             Joy 

Thank You - The Open Field Team  



We must give a very big THANK YOU to Joy for all her work doing 
this magazine for the last 22 years. We wish her well for her 
retirement. She will be missed. 

We are very pleased that Karen has offered to carry it on and wish 
her well. 

Jean 

Thank you - to Joy  

Congratulations to Eliza  

Janet Cooke has shared this 
beautiful picture of her 
granddaughter, Eliza, who 
has just been accepted by 
the English Youth Ballet to 
appear in Swan Lake in 
Nottingham this summer. 

Many readers will recognise 
her from church services - 
usually giving out hymn 
books! 

The ballet will be performed 
three times over two days - 
July 17th and 18th. It 
includes roughly 100 talented local young dancers aged 8 - 18 who will 
perform alongside international professional principal dancers. 

Congratulations to Eliza and her proud family and we wish her a 
wonderful experience. 

Welcome to People New to the Village  

We are pleased to welcome the new people at the old Post Office / 
shop. They are Ian and Annabelle Emery and they are happy to be 
introduced to you through Open Field. Please say óHelloô if you see 
them. We wish them well in creating their new home in this village 
landmark and becoming part of the community. 



The final lunch before the summer break took place on Monday 27th 
April. It has been a confusing time, with the Monday Bank Holiday 
time upon us.  

For the second month running the date needed to be changed to 
accommodate the public holiday, and it was agreed in March that the 
end of April was better than going well into May. 

There was a discussion about the summer break. Last year going 
óOn Tourô was popular, with the regular members meeting at different 
eating places monthly to maintain the momentum and provide the 
company and time to share together which is at the heart of Chop & 
Chat. 

It was agreed that there was no need to stop a successful idea, and 
so we will be touring again this summer. The first venue is The Old 
School Tearooms, Limetree Avenue, Carburton. 

We have not escaped without a small change this month either, and 
this, along with a good number of other venues, is not open on a 

Monday. We will be meeting on Tuesday 2nd June at 12.30pm. 

The venue lends itself to dividing into two halves and we will have 
one half to ourselves. They need to have meals pre-ordered to 
enable the kitchen to serve everyone as they would wish and Helen 
has circulated a menu for members to respond. If anyone new would 
like to join in, please get in touch with Helen or any other regular 
asap for information.  

They sounded genuinely pleased to welcome us and have been very 
helpful. This is in stark contrast to another local venue that turned us 
away. We look forward to our visit. 

There will be further stops on the óTourô, and we will be bringing you 
news of these later. 

Chop & Chat  

Laxton & Moorhouse 

Community Coffee Morning  
All are welcome for coffee and cakes 

Laxton Village Hall  10:30am - 12:30 
June 20th July 25th 

September 19th   October 17th 

November 21st December tbc 



 

ñFEET FIRSTò 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


Congratulations to everyone celebrating a 

special event this month. We wish you all 

a wonderful day and a happy and 

healthy year to come.  

Birthdays  

Congratulations to everyone celebrating 

this month. The birthday roll of honour 

for this month is:  Mary Haigh, Jessica 

Rose, Rebecca Creighton, Daphne 

Sanford, Julie Bartle, Elaine Bedford, 

Oliver Noble, Serena Cowland and Joan 

Weatherall (95)  

anniversaries  

Congratulations to everyone on the 

anniversary roll call for June: Stuart & 

Sylvia Rose, Mark & Amanda Hennell, 

John & Brenda Chambers, Christopher & 

Julia Banks, Jonny & Lynnette Dinsdale, 

and Dave & Joyce Stone.  

If you would like your special 

event recognised here, please let 

us know the details.  



Corrine Parkes  

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

¶ Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

¶ Special new client discounts 

¶ Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 
supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 
burners & liners. Certificate 

issued. 
 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

{9/¦wL¢¸ DwL[[9{Σ w!L[LbD{Σ {/wh[[²hwY ϧ D!¢9{ Chw Iha9 

ϧ .¦{Lb9{{ 
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ñChop & Chatò will now be going ôon tourô. 
Please see the separate article. We anticipate 
restarting in the Hall in September. 

If anyone is interested in joining the Pilates 

class, this takes place in Laxton Village Hall on 

Thursday evenings from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

The class is organised by Rachel, and it costs 

Ã28 for a 4 week block booking or Ã8.50 per session. It is aimed at all 

levels and beginners are very welcome. Please contact Helen 

Sheard if you are interested.   

The Hall is available for private bookings, which can be for your 

family parties or events or any business meetings which require 

private space and facilities. There is a well equipped kitchen and 

plenty of equipment for all types of event.  

Further details can be found on www.laxtonvh.org.uk.  

There are discounted rates for village residents and you can easily 

check on the óBookingsô tab to see if the date you have in mind is 

free. Booking is straightforward using the form on this page. 

The Village Hall is run by a committee of local volunteers and 
depends on a  mix of income from events and fundraising to survive. 
The trustees are: Ian Robinson, Lesley Booth, Stuart Rose, Charlotte 
Gregory, Margaret Palmer, Sarah Stringer, Helen Pick, Linda Malloy, 
Karen Singleton and Heidi Keay. 

Our Quiz Nights are a popular fund raiser for the Village Hall. 
They are held twice a year in March and November. Teams compete 
for the honour of saying they came first and everyone enjoys a tasty 
supper. It is a fun event for all ages, so if you  have not entered a 
team before, why not think about giving it a try? 

The 'Christmas' Quizô will take place this year on Friday 
27th November. Booking details will be published nearer the 
time. 

An easy way to support YOUR Hall is to sign up to 
the Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery, starting at 
Ã1 per week. For each ticket sold, our Village Hall gets 
60p. Check for details using the QR code here. 

 

Village Hall News  

http://www.laxtonvh.org.uk


 

 

лмттт птнуур ƻǊ 

лтффф рнуофт 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ tŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ 

ƻǊ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ 

ƎǊŀƘŀƳƭŀǳƎƘǘƻƴрлϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

If you would like to help Bransby 
Horses, please save stamps from 
your mail. Cut them off with about 
1cm all around and pass to 
Sandra Clarke who collects them 

for Bransby. You can also pass to Jean in Laxton or Joy in Egmanton. 

²ƛƭƭǎ ω tǊƻōŀǘŜ ω [ŀǎǝƴƎ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ ω ¢Υ лмсос фмууос  

Will Writing Service  
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ²ƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ bŜǿŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ bƻǩƴƎƘŀƳǎƘƛǊŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ŀ Cw99 ƘƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀǘ 
ŀ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ  

²Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀŎǘ-ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 5ǊŀƊ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ 
ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
²ƻǊƪǎƻǇ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ²ƛƭƭǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘΦ  

²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ²ƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
Cw99  

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ²ƛƭƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ  

CƻǊ ŀ Cw99 ƘƻƳŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ Ŏŀƭƭ лмсос фмууос ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !WY ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  

ǘǊǳǎǘϪŀŘǊƛŀƴƧƪƴƛƎƘǘΦŎƻƳ ω ǿǿǿΦŀŘǊƛŀƴƧƪƴƛƎƘǘΦŎƻƳ 



Thanks to Karen coming forward to take over putting 
together Open Field, we will continue to be able to make everyone 
aware of forthcoming orders with the buying group. 

In a normal year, our next routine order would be any time from the 
end of July to the end of August depending on prices and demand. 
This year, as I am sure you are only too painfully aware, is not an 
ordinary year! At a time when prices should be falling nicely to 
encourage us to order in late summer in readiness for the colder days 
to come, the price advertised by Boilerjuice for the 1000 litre average 
in England is currently falling slowly towards 90p/litre! For 
comparison, last year in mid May it had dropped to 46.96p. 

It is still undoubtedly elevated because of the situation in the Strait of 
Hormuz, where oil tankers are currently unable to pass and bring 
supplies out. The tension in the Middle East adds to insecurities 
among oil producers and vendors which result in the elevated prices 
we are reminded of every time we pass a filling station. As domestic 
fuel comes from the same source, this price is also remaining much 
higher than it should be. 

I am not planning to order in haste, but for some people an emptying 
tank will mean an order sooner than the price might encourage. 
Please let me know if you feel you will need to order within a month at 
any stage in the coming period and I will see if there is a general 
appetite to purchase. Please see the magazine for updates.  

I have given my crystal ball a holiday as it was overheating after its 
remarkable success last time when we just beat the rocketing price 
when fighting broke out, so I, like you, can only watch the price chart 
and the news. 

You can join the ordering group at any time. You just need an email 
address or a friend / relative who will be your contact with me. The 
group serves Laxton. Moorhouse and surrounding villages. 

Everyone says how much they want if they need oil at the time of an 
order. You do not have to order each time and you are entirely free to 
order with any supplier between group orders. 

Your oil is ordered in your name and it is then up to you to manage all 
further contact with the chosen supplier. I negotiate for customers to 
pay after delivery so that they only pay for what actually goes into 
their tanks. 

Please use my personal email if you have it. oil@openfield.org.uk is a 
general address you can use if you donôt have mine.                    Joy 

Group Oil Order  



The Country Victualler  

Butchers & Bakers  
  

Award winning handmade pork pies,  
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork 

and Longhorn Thoresby beef  
 

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await 
you at our Tuxford Pod.  

 

¶ Order & Collect  

¶ Free kerb side parking  

¶ Daily hot food to go specials  

¶ Loyalty card rewards  

¶ Senior Citizensõ 10% off Wednesday 

 

Opening Hours:  

Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm  

Closed Sunday & Monday  
 

 01777 874700  

 

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers!  

 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter -subscription  
 

 Nationwide delivery.  
 

thecountryvictualler.co.uk  

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh  

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription


Hydrogen Pipeline Plans - Update  

There has been little further news of the 

hydrogen pipeline, known as the H2 East 

Pipeline, which is being put forward by 

Cadent, to run through this area.  

It is listed on the Government National 
Infrastructure Project web site, which 
gives details of projects as they pass 
through the various official stages. 

It is identified as a óGas Transporter 
Projectô to convey hydrogen from 
producers at North Killingholm on the 
Humber and High Marnham to industrial 
customers across North Lincolnshire and 
Nottinghamshire. 

The pipeline is expected to be about 150km long and will be 
constructed of high pressure steel. There will be user connections and 
some óAbove Ground Installationsô, three of which are indicated by the 
darker blue areas on the map above, and one of which is close to West 
Field. 

Cadent was required to consult with people and organisations in the 
area early in the process. They extended this period until 14th May 
2026. They are now examining the feedback to see how the proposals 
might need to be revised before they are formally submitted.  

This stage will take the form of continued discussions with landowners 
and stakeholders as proposals progress. Surveys and technical and 
environmental assessments along the proposed route will be carried 
out to develop and inform our plans before they submit their application 
for development consent in 2028.  

NSDC has said there is no detail on where the provisional site 
inspection/exploratory groundworks would take place, or the degree of 
disruption it would cause or for how long, only that the work would not 
need planning approval to begin. 

For more information see h2east.co.uk or 

Email comments to humbernotts@h2east.co.uk 

Mail: Freepost H2 East HN or Call: 0800 188 4479 Mon - Fri, 9-5.30pm 



The Museum of the Horse is busy preparing for the upcoming 
Side Saddle Exhibition. It is believed the museum has one of the 
largest collections in the world. There will be forty-five different side 
saddles, whips, spurs and other accessories. It will be a great 

opportunity to learn about this romantic 
and mysterious pastime.  

There are some beautiful 19th and early 
20th century side saddle costumes, 
known as óhabitsô, on display. Several are 
new to the collection. They are very 
elegant and emphasize how we have 
changed physically over the last one 
hundred years. The habits are so small 
around the waist that even shop display 
dummies are too large for them!  

Wire dummies that can have the waists 
pulled in to change the size had to be 

obtained to display them. Of 
course at the time ladies used to 
pull their waists in with corsets. 

We hope to have a side saddle 
available for you to sit on to 
experience this strange way of 
riding a horse which to an 
onlooker would seem almost 
impossible. In the 19th century a 
leading trainer declared that it 
would not be possible for a lady to 
ride astride because her thighs 
were too round! I wonder what he 
would say today.  

EVENT Side Saddle exhibition 
opening on Sunday June, 21st 2
-4pm then available for viewing 

News From The Museums of Tuxford  



in the museum until September  

Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4 
pm Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm. 

Contact 01777 838234. 

 

At the Walks of Life Museum, we 
were struck by the diverse ways of 
dressing through the years. One of 
our students has been researching 
childhood which will be part of our 
displays.  

In our collection we have examples 
of smocking, which became 
fashionable on childrenôs clothing. 
Smocks were originally worn by 
agricultural workers, including for 
óSunday bestô. This would have 
been a less restrictive garment than 
their more formal óSunday bestô. 

How times have changed!  

Added to our rural artefacts are 
examples of farming life. The old 
catalogues make fascinating 
reading .Some of the farming 
families still exist today. 

EVENT  On Sunday 19th July 
from 10am we are holding a 
celebration of country folk. More 
details next time. 

Open Thursday and Saturday 
11am to 4 pm  

Contact 01777 872776  

email 
dianehunt08@btinternet.com  

See Facebook pages for the 
Museum of the Horse and Walks 
of Life  

улǘƘ 
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This will take place once again at Blacksmithôs Cottage, thanks to Roy 
and Jean Hennell. It is an event for everyone and the proceeds will go 
to Laxton Church. 

Jean would be pleased to receive anything for the Tombola, Raffle 
and cake stall. She would be grateful for whatever you could offer. 
Please deliver to Jean at any time or get in touch to arrange when she 
will be there. 

Tractor Run for Diabetes UK  

Garden Fete - Friday 17th July, 6.30pm  

This event will be leaving from Bar Farm, Laxton on Sunday 14th 
June. Anyone who would like to donate a raffle prize is invited to drop 
it off at Bar Farm. Everything will be gratefully received. 

See the advert on the back page for full details. 

Laxton Community Coffee Morning  

Unfortunately the May event had to be cancelled at very short notice 
due to unexpected personal circumstances. The next Coffee Morning 
will take place on 20th June.  

Readers may remember reading that Ossington Church suffered a fire 
well over a year ago. Severe damage was caused by the smoke. The 
church has been closed to all services etc. ever since. The scheduled 
nature of the building and the precious items inside needed specialist 
restoration, but we have just had some good news. 

Following a funeral in mid May, the first proper service is to be held on 
31st May at 11 oôclock. It is the fifth Sunday and will be the only 
service in the benefice. A quarter peal will be rung on the bells before 
the service in celebration. 

Holy Rood Church, Ossington  



Coffee Morning Corner  
2nd Saturdays Egmanton Village Hall  10 - 12  13th June 

 

3rd Saturdays  Laxton Village Hall,    10:00 - 12:00 20th June 

 

4th Saturdays  Ossington Hut,   11 - 1  27th June 

 

The annual Ossington Garden Party will be held on 25th July, 

between 3 and 5 pm  

Helen Whitney sent in this photo of a visitor in 
her garden which has also been seen 
elsewhere around the centre of the village. 
Helenôs friend came over to get some photos 
for a special personal project (see below) and 
we decided to find out more. 

The photos were ideal to identify the bird. It 
turns out it is a chukar partridge, which is 
native to Asia, but which has been introduced 
elsewhere. Wikipedia states that feral 
populations have established in North 
America, Malta and New Zealand - and now it 
appears, in Laxton! It is also the national bird 
of Pakistan. 

The chukar partridge differs from the red legged 
partridge primarily in plumage. The chukar has a 
continuous black line around the throat and chest, 
while the line around the neck of the red legged 
partridge breaks into óspangledô black and white 
flecks across the upper breast. Its back is a warm 
brown-grey while the chukarôs  back is grey brown. 

Unexpected Visitors to Laxton  



 

THIS MONTHôS SERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCH 

 

HC = Holy Communion,  EP = Evening Prayer,  WS = Word  
MP = Morning Prayer, Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All 
  

   

We have been unable to obtain any information about a service 

in June. Janet Cooke will post details on Facebook if anything 

is arranged. Please check there. 

Please note that this monthôs list is short because nobody has 

provided Laxton with the information about other village churches. If 

you usually go to one of the other services in the group, we suggest 

you contact them to confirm arrangements.  

 Sports Field Bonus Ball Weekly Draw  

Date Bonus Ball No. 

11/04/26 31 

18/04/26 48 

25/04/26 23 

02/05/26 19 

09/05/26 5 

There are currently 10 numbers spare. If anyone would like to invest Ã1 a 
week to try and win Ã25 please get in touch. The winning Bonus Ball (BB) is 
the number which matches the National Lottery Bonus Ball drawn on a 
Saturday. All money  goes towards supporting the Sports and Recreation 
Field. 

Helen Pick 

High Street Farm 



JUNE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

JULY 

Mon 1st Meeting of the Parish to discuss forming a PCC, 
helping the church etc. 

Weds 10th WI 

Sun 14th Tractor Run for Diabetes UK from Bar Farm 

Weds 17th History Group 

Sat 20th Coffee Morning 

 

Forward Planning: 

JULY 

Weds 15th History Group Meeting 

Fri 17th Garden Fete, Blacksmithôs Cottage 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 26th Southwell Ploughing Match, Farnsfield (NG22 8HW) 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 27th  Village Hall Christmas Quiz 

 

DECEMBER 

Sat 5th & Sun 6th Christmas Tree Festival in church 

Fri 11th Band Concert in church 

 

Copy Date for July 2026 edition:  
12 noon, 16th June 2026 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time. We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 
07849747500 

robpalingboilerservices@ 
yahoo.com 

¶ Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 

¶ Oil Boiler installation and 
      commissioning  

¶ Oil Tank Installation 

¶ Emergency Call Outs 

¶ Fully Insured 

¶ Oftec Registered 

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton -on-Trent   

MOT Testing   

 01636 821200   

Ú Servicing  

Ú Tyres   

Ú Repairs  

Ú Air Con   

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

¶ Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

¶ Oil tank installation & pipework 

¶ Bathroom installation 

¶ Sealed hot water systems 

¶ Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com  

Tel: 07854 069529    
hC¢9/ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

Advertising in 

ôOpen Fieldõ 
 

Standard 1/6 page box: Ã36 p.a.
(colour) Ã18 p.a.(B&W)  

Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. Ã54 p.a. 
for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact 
advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and  
info on web pages / links. 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


Laxton WI AGM and Changes  

Retail therapy for a good cause 

On April 29th the Village Hall transformed into a centre for fashion 
and style. First came the energetic and cheerful ladies from SOS, 
who brought their extensive range of top class clothes. These were 
arranged on long racks to form a ócat walkô and accessories draped 
over chairs and tables. Now came the models who, with advice, 
chose outfits to delight. That these ómodelsô were people we all knew 
made the transformation all the more pleasing. The outstanding 
variety of excellent brands of clothes made choices both difficult and 
pleasurable. 

Add to this the attractive raffle and a spread of refreshments from 
willing and talented WI members; the scene was set. 

Shoulders were straightened, tummies pulled in, heads held high ï 
and the models went and they looked a treat. 

It was good to see Summer colours and fabrics after the thick coats 
and jumpers of winter time. There were such pretty styles. As one 
model said, it makes you feel good wearing them. 

After the cat walk it was the turn of the audience to browse and buy if 
they wished to. It can truly be said the audience plunged in with a will. 
Soon there were folk with arms full of lovely clothes heading to a 
quiet spot to try them on. Gorgeous fabrics and fresh colours were 
seen on every turn. 

All the garments SOS have for sale are donated for charity by top 
name brands. These are then displayed and sold at much reduced 
prices, the entire proceeds going to charity. The staff are all 
volunteers and the óoutletsô are small concerns like WI groups, village 
clubs and societies. 

The staff we met were lively, committed ladies who enjoyed the 
evening as much as we did. Experienced as they are, the help and 
advice they gave to us customers was terrific. 

It was a super night, lots of fun, a chance to meet good friends and 
make new ones, and get some lovely clothes. 

I think you could call this a ówin-winô occurrence. Make sure you donôt 
miss the next one. 

PTO 


