
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

July 2026 Ã1  

The monthly publication of the  
parish of Laxton & Moorhouse 

      www.openfield.org.uk 

A Selection of Parish Magazines for Laxton from 1881 



Priest in Charge  Vacant 

Churchwardens     LAXTON Sarah Stringer 07870 39125 
 MOORHOUSE Mr Simon Hill  01636 822777 
 KNEESALL  Vacant  
 WELLOW  Mr Ben Wells  01623 861309 
 WELLOW  Mrs Jean Crofts         
P.C.C: Chairman Vacant 
 

 Deanery contact number     01636 650063  
 

Parish Council:  Clerk  Catherine Wilson  01636 813387 

Parish Councillors: Chairman  Mr Simon Hill  01636 822777 

         Vice Chair Mr Jem Hill   

         Members Mr Mark Hennell, Mr Stuart Rose, 
      Mrs Anna Moorhouse, 
      Mrs Rebecca Creighton, 
      Mr Richard Allerton         

Laxton Village Hall: Chairman Ian Robinson  07771 696248  

Thoresby Estate Office      01623 822301 

Magazine Editor    Mrs Jean Hennell 01777 870276 

Magazine Advertising   Mrs Joy Allison         01777 871506 

      Email: advertising@openfield.org.uk 

Photography by / Photos from Anne-Marie Rose, Helen & Dave Sheard, 
Sarah Stringer, Mike Jackson, Rachel 
Hennell, Diane Hunt, John Banbury, Dik 
& Joy Allison 

We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 12th JULY PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send in 

your contributions at any time. 



We welcome our new Churchwarden, Sarah 
Stringer, who has written her first message 
below: 

St. Michael the Archangel Church, Laxton 
has been lovingly looked after by Church 
Warden, Brenda Noble, for the past two 
decades. In following her legacy, I seek to 
continue Brendaôs efforts in maintaining our 
Grade 1 listed church as a focal point for 
personal worship, family events and 
historical interest. 

Recently, a group of Friends of Laxton Church met with the 
Archdeacon of Newark, the Venerable Tors Ramsey, to set up a 
Parochial Church Council for Laxton and Moorhouse. I would like to 
thank everyone who attended - your support will be invaluable. 

Dave Sheard deserves a special thank you for tirelessly putting in 
many hours of mowing to keep the church yard looking smart for the 
benefit of us all. Thanks also to Richard and Joy for volunteering to 
do the strimming. Thank you to Stuart Rose and his team for tidying 
the roadside and entrance to the church. 

Many thanks to Janet, Sandra, Jean, Roy, Sally and our organist 
Margaret for the time and effort you have given over many years in 
support of the church. Thanks to Simon, Sarah and Mike for your 
guidance in setting up the PCC and in addition a big thank you to Di, 
Helen and Heidi for cleaning the church despite only being given one 
hourôs notice! It is heartening to know that we have so many 
volunteers all willing to help! 

Services are held once a month and always on the first Sunday of 
the month. Presently, we have no designated vicar but we are 
hopeful that this may be rectified in the Autumn. 

Further details about church events will be communicated through 
Karen and óOpen Fieldô as well as by social media. For enquiries 
about the church or volunteering please contact Sarah Stringer, 
Hollybush, Main St. Laxton NG22 0NU or 07870394125. 
                Sarah 

A Message from our New Churchwarden  



From the Registers - Geoffrey Mark Rose  

The funeral of Geoffrey Mark Rose took place at St Michael the 
Archangel Church, Laxton on Friday 12th June 2026 and was followed 
by burial in the churchyard alongside his family.  

Geoff leaves his wife, Anne-Marie, and daughters Alice and Eve, their 
husbands and his granddaughters. He was the youngest son of the late 
Reg and Margaret Rose of Laxton and brother to Stuart and Julie of 
Laxton and Retford respectively.. 

From the Registers - Brenda Noble  

The funeral of Brenda Noble took place at St Michael the Archangel 
Church, Laxton on Thursday 11th June 2026 and was followed by burial 
in the churchyard with her family. 

Brenda was born at Darlton Gap and moved to Primrose Farm with her 
mother and sister after the death of her father when she was young. 
She later married George and lived all her married life in Laxton - over 
60 years, 20 of which she spent as churchwarden. 

 

Sympathy - Geoff Rose  

We were deeply saddened to learn of the death 
of Geoff, whose childhood home was in the 
village. After he moved to Newcastle to study, 
he and Anne-Marie met as students. After their 
marriage, they came to Laxton to stay with his 
parents, Reg and Margaret, while they saved for 
their own house. 

This took them to Newark, but after seven years 
they bought their bungalow in Laxton, where 
they lived and brought up their family. Geoff was 
a skilled goldsmith and jeweller and many local 
people have pieces he made. 

Geoff was a creative person and was also a member of the Dukeries 
Woodturning Society for some years. He was often seen walking the 
family dogs on the open fields. He will be sadly missed by many. 



 

We are back to that time of year when the school which prints our 
magazine for us is breaking up for summer. They do not return until 
the first week of September, so we are unable to bring you the 
September issue until after that. 

In order to minimise inconvenience, we have brought forward the 
August edition copy date to 12th July to enable everyone who wants 
to publicise events right into September. That way anything in early 
September will not miss out on an advert. 

By the time the August and September issues are sent to print, Karen 
will be at the helm, so please bear with her as she  negotiates this blip 
in our regular service. She will decide on the copy date for the 
September issue, but she will have the flexibility of knowing it could be 
a little later. Please look out for details next month. Rest assured your 
items for inclusion will be used as soon as possible, so please keep 
them coming in. 

Things should be back to normal for the October issue, when Karen 
will need your material no later than mid-day on 16th September. 

Thank you 

Joy 

Summer Magazine Printing  

Get Well Soon  

We were saddened to hear that Anne Dutton, formerly of Laxton, had 
been taken ill and was in hospital. Very best wishes go to her and her 
family.  

This will take place once again at Blacksmithôs Cottage, thanks to Roy 
and Jean Hennell. It is an event for everyone and the proceeds will go 
to Laxton Church. 

Jean would be pleased to receive anything for the Tombola, Raffle 
and cake stall. She would be grateful for whatever you could offer. 
Please deliver to Jean at any time or get in touch to arrange when she 
will be there. 

Garden Fete - Friday 17th July, 6.30pm  



Thank You - Brenda Noble  

George, Paula, Lee and Ruby would 
like to say a big thank you to all their 
family and friends for their kind 
support and time in their loss of 
Brenda. Thanks for all the cards and 
wishes and to everyone who visited 
and came to the funeral. 

Thank you 
to friends 
for making 
it a nice 
service: to 
Elaine for 
the 
eulogy, 
Sarah for the poem and Jonathan for his 
singing. 

Thank you to Lesley and staff at Hall 
Farm for all their hard work providing us 
with some lovely refreshments 

afterwards and to the WI for the drinks and looking after us.  

A big thank you to Elaine for the flowers in church with other friends 
who brought flowers as well. Thank you to Mothers Union, WI, 
Kneesall PCC, Joanne and Jean, Joy, Di, Sarah, Jill, Pam and 

family, Jean and 
Rachel, Linda 
and Victoria, 
and to Margaret, 
Elaine and 
family. Thanks 
also to those 
who cleaned the 
church. 

A very big thank 
you to you all, 
        
George, Paula, 
Lee and Ruby 



Thank You - Geoff Rose  

The family of the late Geoff Rose 
would like to thank all those who 
sent cards, donated money (total yet 
to be confirmed) and/or attended his 
funeral.  

Special thanks go to all those who 
worked so hard in the village hall 
and church to help make the event 
run so smoothly. Nothing was too 
much trouble and you were all 
amazing! We will be forever grateful 
to you for your willingness to help 
make a very difficult day more 
bearable.  

We felt your love and support 
surround us all. 

Open Field brings news of events to come or which have happened 
in the community. What is perhaps less obvious is that it is the only 
place where happenings and significant events in this very special 
and historic community are recorded. 

History Group members researching the early 1900s for their booklets 
soon became aware of the difficulty of finding information about the 
life of the community. There was little in the Newark Archives or the 
Nottinghamshire Archives and a huge amount of material from the 
Thoresby Estate in the University of Nottingham Archives. This is 
fascinating, but hard to extract information from. Future researchers 
will value the records we include in the magazine in 100 years or so. 

All of these official archives now receive Open Field monthly. 

The events of the second week in June 2026, are still fresh in our 
minds and deserve to be recorded for their uniqueness. The cars 
parked both sides the length of the road and in yards up and down 
the village on successive days bore witness to the attendance in 
church of so many people wanting to pay their last respects to two 

A Reflection on Recent Events  



Tractor Run for Diabetes  

much loved and valued members of this community. 

Both days saw the church packed to honour our lost friends, to 
support the families and to ensure a fitting farewell. Many had to 
stand when the pews and choir stalls filled to capacity. The 
celebration of both lives continued in the Village Hall, which can 
seldom have seen so many people. Indeed these two days were 
something unlike anything even those who have lived the longest in 
the village could remember. It was Laxton at its best, honouring its 
own; united in grief and coming together as a community to share 
these important moments. 

Of course these things do not happen without a great deal of planning 
and work. Janet and Jean both quietly stepped up and ensured 
everything ran smoothly. Sandra helped out with the orders of service 
and Jill and Joanne took names at the door as is traditional here. 
They all supported Sarah in her first days as Churchwarden - and 
what days!  

The flowers were arranged; the church was cleaned, the bell tolled 
and the organ was played. In the Village Hall there were countless 
willing hands from the WI and friends who made the teas, cleared 
away and washed up so quietly that nobody thought anything of it. It 
is what Laxton does. Thank you all.  

Life goes on and the following Sunday people once more converged 
on Laxton, but this time in vintage tractors. Ivan and Christine Rayner 
were hosting a charity run in aid of Diabetes UK. As always they were 
well supported by Laxton people with their tractors. 

 

A very big thank you to all who 
attended and took part in the 
tractor run. It was a lovely day - 
just at the right weather for it. 
The route took us out through 
Laxton and Mill Field on a route 
south with plenty of scenery on 
the way to be enjoyed. 

We would also like to thank Mr 
and Mrs Hinchley at Park Farm, 
Epperstone for allowing us to 



park up for dinner. It was 
very welcome. 

A big thank you to Terry 
and Nick who provided 
the pie and peas and 
drinks for dinner. 

Taking these old vehicles 
out on long runs can be a 
testing time for them and 
unfortunately two of the 
tractors found it too much 

for them and had to be rescued.   

Thanks to Ivan, Robert and 
Andrew for planning the route 
for us. 

 A total of 67 tractors took part 

with their passengers and a grand 
total of Ã1699.04p was made for 
the Diabetes UK fund.  

Hoping we have left nobody out. 

Thanks very much  

Ivan and Christine. 

 



As I hand over to Karen, after my longest edition ever it seemed a good 
time to recall the history of our community magazine. Joy 

Thanks to Mavis Beckitt, Roy & Jean Hennell, Roberta Purle and 
Margaret Rose Laxton History Group has a wide selection of copies of 
the magazine and its forebears in its collection. In recent years the 
collection is complete. 

Laxton is very fortunate in having several families who kept copies of 
their parish magazines from an early date. The earliest magazines 
fortunately cover the period just before and after formal education was 
made compulsory in England and have proved invaluable for research 
about the school, which helped Joan Cottee enormously in researching 
for the booklet she wrote for the Group. 

Early magazines were annual publications which used a local cover 
around a purchased nationally available insert. The covers generally 
included a letter from the incumbent of the day, extracts from the Parish 
Registers, service times, a report on the school(s) and various financial 
accounts. The text items give us an insight into the important issues of 

the day and, as today, record significant 
events in the life of the church and 
village.  

The earliest dates we have found are on 
two sheets which appear to be from 
inside a magazine. They give parish 
registers for 1869, so it is likely that the 
publication is from 1870. If so, the 
format then resembled that of 1909 
onward rather than that of earliest dated 
copy we have, which is from 1877.  

In 1877 and 1878 the cover was 
illustrated with drawings of St Maryôs 
Church Newark and St Michaelôs, 
Laxton. It included the óPeopleôs 
Almanackô printed by The Religious 
Tract Society, London. The cover 
included information such as the 

Offertory Accounts and Club Accounts - Clothing, Coal and School 
contributions as well as Ã10 from The Countess Manvers. 

The ñFairs in Nottinghamshireò included ñOllerton - May 1, last Friday in 

The Story of Open Field to Date  



September (hops and cattle) and Tuxford - May 12, September 28, 
(hops)  

The covers show that between 1881 and 1895, Egmanton shared the 
publication and the illustration showed Laxton Church and Moorhouse 
Chapel. We have no copy for 1896, but by 1897 Egmanton was no 
longer referred to. Remarkably there is an almost complete series for the 
final decade of the 1800s. 

The first complete copy is from 1882. The 1883 edition of the óAlmanackô 
contains practical items of information such as hay and straw weight in 
units no modern youngster would understand - pounds and stones. A 
dog licence cost 7s 6d (37.5p), and for a gun it was 10s (50p) 

Hardly needed in this season, but you could have kept warm by ñLaying 
a sheet of brown paper, or newspaper, under the bed quilt; which will 
answer all the purposes of a good blanket without a heavy weight. A 
sheet of paper wrapped round the body under the jacket or mantle is a 
great comfort during a cold walk.ò 

In 1897 the insert was óParish Almanackô. There is no indication why the 
insert changed, but by 1898, which is again missing its cover, the 
óPeopleôs Almanackô had returned, reminding boys of : 

ñGood Manners - Boys, do not forget to take off your hat when you enter 
the house. Gentlemen never forget to take off their hats in the presence 
of ladies, and if you always take yours off when your mother and the girls 
are by, you will not forget yourself when a stranger happens to be in the 
parlourò 

There are complete copies for 1901 and 1903, but we learn from the 
letter written by Christopher B Collinson, the vicar, that there was no 
edition in 1902, due to his illness. Covers for 1905 ï 07 enable us to 
follow the events in the village and in 1908 the illustrations and format 
were still the same as in 1897, but the insert was the óParish Almanackô 
published by The Scripture Pocket Book.  

This is the first copy we have with a photographic illustration. It shows 
two draught horses above a heading óPulling Togetherô. All the other 
illustrations in this edition are drawn. 

We have a complete copy of the 1909 publication, which shows 
considerable changes. The title was now óSt Michaelôs Church, Laxton 
although the illustration of the church remained the same as did the title 
of óParish Almanackô. 

The biggest change in this year is the size, which reduced from 275mm 
x 190mm to 212mm x 137mm. In his letter inside the back cover Revd. 
Collinson refers to the change: 



ñWe much regret the delay in 
publishing the Almanack this year, 
but unfortunately the old óPeopleôs 
Almanackô, which we have had for 
so many years, is now out of print, 
and we have had to make use of the 
only substitute available.ò 

This smaller publication had a page 
per month and each featured a 
calendar of notable dates and sun / 
moon rises. This left little room for 

the lighter texts, but one item informed the reader that: 

ñSome inventive dentists are using false teeth made of paper instead of 
porcelain or mineral composition. These paper teeth are said to be very 
satisfactory, as they do not chip, are not sensitive to heat or cold, or to the 
action of moisture in the mouth; and they are very cheap.ò 

In 1910 the size of the publication 
reduced still further to 180mm x 
125mm. The cover follows the 
familiar format but the insert has an 
invention theme. The front page 
shows Thomas Alva Edison and 
facing each calendar page is an item 
about an invention. óAirships and 
Aeroplanesô face January. 

The back pages have information 
sections listing the Royal family in 
detail, the Rulers of Europe, 
Permanent Officials, Eclipses and Postal Regulations, which feature with 
increasing regularity in later editions. 

The 1914 copy carries an article 
entitled óThe Gentle Art of Dog-
Stealingô and another reflecting on a 
century of peace, concluding ñPeace 
for a hundred years, why not for everô 
is what people are asking.ò  

The 1915 edition carries a 
comparison between 1815 and 1915 
in both peace and war.  

After an almost complete series 
between 1901 and 1919, we have no 
copies of the publication until 1978 



by which time a monthly A4, 
photocopied and stapled magazine 
was in use. It consisted of local 
information collated, typed then cut 
and pasted together. Some business 
cards were copied on to the pages. 
Graham Laughtonôs illustration of óThe 
Barô and an estate map were used on 
the cover. 

It was Graham who changed the title to 
óOpen Fieldô. Later Roger and Joan 
Cottee took over producing the magazine from Joan Fretwell and changed 
to an A5 booklet and the form we are familiar with today began to evolve. 
It was at this time that advertising increased and Joan set out to interview 
villagers to write articles reflecting on village history. 

The magazine enjoyed a brief period when it 
was printed by Beth Shalom, but when their 
systems changed and this was no longer 
possible, it was once again photocopied for a 
short period. 

It was at this time that Tessa Rolph and Jean 
Hennell were gathering material for the 
publication and, in September 2004 I was asked 
if I would take it on. We had lived in Egmanton 
just 3 weeks at the time, but the Rose family 
knew I could óuse a computerô, and Stuart was 
asked to make the request. 

As it happens I had produced a parish magazine 
in the late 1970s working with a Churchwarden 
who was a printer and who taught his production 

team well. Dik used to take a list of titles to work and bring me back 
headings in interesting typefaces, which were literally cut out and pasted 
on to the template. In those days I could only type in Times Roman and 
print out columns at home. The church bought a monthly set of images, 
mostly cartoon style, and a selection would be cut out and pasted in place. 
The result depended on scissors and glue - the original ócut and pasteô.  

In the 1980s I produced a magazine for voluntary organisations in my 

borough in Surrey, so Open Field was not such a daunting challenge . 

Since May 2008 the magazine has been prepared using Microsoft 
Publisher, with most of the contributions being sent in by e-mail and more 
recently WhatsApp. A hard copy was initially used to proof read, but since 
2010 the proof copy has been shared by email in .pdf format; corrections 

Inside pages from September 1996 



Corrine Parkes  

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

¶ Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

¶ Special new client discounts 

¶ Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 
supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 
burners & liners. Certificate 

issued. 
 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 
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