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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say. 

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 
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Contributions for the next edition TO BE WITH THE  
EDITOR BY NOON ON 16th JULY 2022 PLEASE. EARLIER 
PREFERRED. You can send at any time. 
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 Mrs S Rose & Mrs R Creighton  
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A Message from our Churchwarden, Brenda 

It was so nice to see so many 
people in church for our Songs of 
Praise on Sunday 5th June to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. I hope everyone enjoyed 
it. We really wanted to hold a 
‘Songs of Praise’, and not an 
ordinary service in thanks for the 
Queen’s 70 years. 

I would like to thank everyone for 
coming and making it such a 
lovely afternoon. Thanks to 
Margaret L for playing the organ 
for us and to Jonathan P for singing. Thanks to the girls, Eva, Eliza, 
and Ruby, to Stuart R, Graham, Jessica and Stuart C for reading.  

The hymns were all good, well known ones so that everyone could 
have a good sing and all had some Reference to the Queen, her 
Coronation and her reign. 

Thanks also to Dik and Joy for printing the service sheets for us. 

I would also like to thank George for mowing the churchyard and 
Richard Wh for strumming. 

Thanks also to Lynn for clearing the path on the churchyard side and 
to David Sh for clearing the Twitchill path. 

Thanks, Brenda  

Following the donation of a 
suitable piece of wood, Roy 
Ha has kindly made a new 
sign for the church to replace 
the old one which 
disintegrated long ago. 

Many thanks to Roy for doing 
this and to Eric H who helped 
put it up. It looks very smart. 

Thank You  



 

 

From the Registers - Lucy Margaret Rose 

We were all sad to learn that Lucy Margaret Rose had died on Friday 
22nd April in Retford at the age of 94. She lived in Laxton for over 90 
years.  

Her funeral service was held on Friday 27th May at St. Michael’s 
Church, Laxton, followed by burial in the churchyard. 

The service was taken by Ben Clayton from St Saviour’s Church at 
Retford. 

Thank You All 

The family of the late Margaret Rose would very 
much like to thank all those who contributed to 
the funeral preparation of the Village and Church 
grounds for Friday 27th May. The mowing, strimming, planting, 
washing of the church gates and sweeping along the church wall did 
not go unnoticed and really made a difference for the family. The 
church looked its best inside thanks to all the preparation and the 
wonderful flower arrangements. Everywhere looked beautiful. 

Thank you also to the WI and helpers for cooking and preparing the 
wonderful buffet which followed the funeral. Mum attended many of 
these events in Laxton during her long life and we know she would 
have approved and been so grateful for everyone's efforts. 

We all appreciated everyone attending the funeral to pay their 
respects, to support us as a family and to share their memories of 
Mum, making it a special celebration of her life. 

Thank you so much from us all. 

Get Well Soon 

Following an awful road traffic accident at the beginning of June and 
her stay in Queens Med., Sally Pevler is now recuperating at home. We 
all wish her a full and speedy recovery and hope to see her out and 
about before too long.  
 
We are pleased to know that Roy Ha is home from a planned visit to 
hospital and we also wish him a speedy recovery. 



 

 

Laxton Castle - or Perhaps Not? 

The annual volume of ‘Transactions of the Thoroton Society of 
Nottinghamshire’ was published at the end of April and contained an 
article likely to enrage Laxtonians far and wide. The author, Paul 
Everson of Keele University, claims that ‘the earthwork complex 
identified as a medieval castle at Laxton is actually the remains of a 
post-Medieval house and garden … Laxton indeed probably never had 
a castle’. ‘Goodness me’, I hear you saying, who is this imposter and 
what are the grounds for making such an assertion? 

Everson is a distinguished archaeologist and he has looked carefully 
at the evidence available to him. From this he concludes that ‘there is 
no whisper of any contemporary medieval documentation of a castle at 
Laxton.’ His discussion takes into account the manor house, the site of 
the manor, and the role of King John on his regular visits to Laxton. 
Authors writing for ‘Transactions’ are allowed to give away 50 copies 
of their contributions in the form of PDFs.  

I will ask Paul Everson if he can spare a few to pass round the village, 
and I am sure as well that he would be happy to enter the lion’s den, 
i.e. speak at the History Group! 

John Beckett 

Fourteen members are due to be enjoying a trip to the 
Framework Knitters Museum in Ruddington on 
Saturday June 18th as this issue is being printed. More 
next  month. 
 
Next month, on Wednesday July 20th  we have our long awaited, 
and  much delayed by Covid, visit from Professor Mark Pearce of 
Nottingham University. His topic is ‘Towards an Archaeology of 
Cheese’. He will be speaking about how early humans began to settle 
the land, develop early agricultural practices and work out how to 
preserve surpluses for times of hardship. 
It promises to be an interesting evening and is open to everyone. 
There is no membership fee for the group; just a £3 fee on the door. 
The meeting begins at 7.30pm in Laxton Village Hall and ends with 
refreshments. We would be delighted to see any new villagers, friends 
and visitors as well as our regular membership. Please speak to any 
member or just come on the night. 

Laxton History Group 



 

 

Thank you - For the Jubilee Weekend 

What a wonderful time we had! 

The aim of the Parish Council and the Jubilee Committee, led by 
Simon Hill, was to bring the village back together again after the 
pandemic and lockdown, and they certainly succeeded. There was 
something for everyone over a very full weekend and it was all  paid 
for from  Parish Council funds.  Our Parish Councillors rarely get 
thanked for their service to the community, but on this occasion, they 
deserve our heartfelt gratitude in appreciation of a wonderful Jubilee 
celebration. 

The weird and wonderful scarecrows which 
villagers produced and the fabulous house 
decorations showed how much villagers were 
prepared to join in the fun. The humour 
surrounding them demonstrated the cheerful 
spirit of the weekend. Our village was alive 
with fun and laughter and we were so 
amused to watch cars stop to allow folk to 
take photographs.  

On Thursday at the Dovecote it was a delight 
to see families enjoying themselves together, 
young and old alike joining in the fun.  

 

 

 

The tug of war was a great success, men's, 
ladies’ and children's teams all took part. 
Well done Laxton ladies!  

The hog roast was delicious and our 
beacon burned so brightly I’m sure it could 



 

 

be seen all over the village.  

The villagers who took part in 
the picnic on the football pitch 
on Saturday were sheltered by 
the hedgerow and by wind 
breaks. Undeterred by the bitter 
wind, 
they ate 
and 
drank 
heartily 

as they sang along with the very brave band. We 
are British after all and we’re used to a little cold! 

On Sunday 
whilst our 
Jubilee tree 
enjoyed 
the best 
possible 
conditions 
for 
planting, 
it was not 
so good 
for the 

bystanders. Nevertheless, folk turned out with 
their umbrellas up to watch Sir John Starkey 
plant the tree and to give three cheers to Her 
Majesty. There was an excellent turn out for 
the Songs of Praise in the church and for tea 

in 
the 

village hall afterwards. The WI 
have to be congratulated once 
again on an excellent spread.  

The best part of the weekend 
was the feeling of a village 
united and working together, 
thank you again Parish 
Councillors for enabling this to 
happen.  

Joan Cottee 



 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  
Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 

  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Coffee Mornings 
Coffee Mornings remain 
suspended for the time 
being.  

We will let you know when 
we plan to start again. The 
rota on the inside cover will 
restart to remind hostesses 
of when their turn is 
coming round. 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 

email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

The Nottinghamshire leg of this year’s race, the fifth and longest, takes 
place on Thursday 8th September, covering 190km, approximately 118 
miles between West Bridgford and Mansfield. The nearest points to 
Laxton appear to be Retford and Clumber Park. 

For details of newly announced competitions for children, please see 
the County Council’s web site. The winning helmet design will be worn 
during the Nottinghamshire stage. 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


 

 

Congratulations to everyone 
celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or other special 
event this month.  

The birthday roll of honour for 
this month is: Stephen N, 
Margaret N, Poppy N, Doreen H, 
Amanda H, Jack P, Sarah H, 
Andrew G, Roy Ha., William G 
(21) 

We wish a happy anniversary to 
Lee & Paula D, Ian & Rebecca C, 
Mick & Cath M, Steve & Lynda M 
and Roy & Ann Ha and anyone 
else celebrating this month.  

If you are celebrating a special 
date, we send best wishes.  

We would love to give you for 
your special day, so please let Jean 
or Brenda have 
details. 

JuLY congratulations 



 

 

 

Kitchen & Furniture Refurbishments 
We Spray: 

Kitchens, Free-Standing Furniture,  
Fitted Furniture, Wood, MDF & Paint Grade Vinyl 

 

25 Years Experience 

07999 489624 

Contact: 
Our Email: 

Find us on Facebook: 

Darren 
scopesprayservices@gmail.com 
Scope Spray Services 

VINCE DODD 

SERVICE & MOT  

Sutton-on-Trent  

MOT Testing  

 01636 821200  

 Servicing 

 Tyres  

 Repairs 

 Air Con  



 

 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 

Grand Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
Thursday 2/6/22-Sunday 5/6/22 

The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for such a large and enthusiastic turn out for the Jubilee 
Celebrations. We would also like to thank the working group, chaired 
by Simon, for all the ideas and for organising 3 days of events. 

It was a great opportunity for new members of the village to sample 
village life and its residents and it seemed to work really well with 
many attending. 

There were many highlights over the long weekend and here are some 
of them: 

Tug ‘O’ War.   

What a brilliant event with about 5 
teams eventually battling it out, 
and how great to see the children 
putting 
together a 
couple of 
teams and 
really 
enjoying 
themselves 

(with a tiny little bit of help!!!) 

Eventual winners after an exciting final were The 
Jubilee Ladies and the trophy has been 
engraved with their team name (see photo). The 
team members were: 

Maxine, Hannah, Charlotte, Linda, Chloe, 
Kate, Lucy, and Amanda (who collected the 
Trophy from Sylvia our District Councillor) 

We can’t wait to see the next competition battle!! 

Scarecrows and House Decorating competition. 

The scarecrows took a while to appear, but by the judging on the 
Thursday, it was obvious that they had been sheltering from the 
inclement weather.  



 

 

Following the magnificent display in the 
village for the Young Farmers’ event a 
couple of years ago, Laxton will be 
becoming known as the scarecrow 
Village. 

The creativity didn't stop in the making of 
the exhibits. There were some 
clandestine artistic adjustment to some 
of them which we can’t report in detail, 

but if 
you saw 
the pair 
outside 
the Manning household you will 
understand. That one was on display 
longer 
than it 
might 
have 
been 
and 
nobody 
was 
home to 
restore 
decency! 

Sylvia also presented the winners of 
the Best Village Scarecrow and 



 

 

House Decorating competitions with 
hampers suitable for all the family. 

The Scarecrow was won by ‘The 
Moorend Neighbours with  a brilliant 
corporate effort (see front cover). 
Second was Janet Cook and highly 
commended were Joy and Richard 
Robinson. 

Ivan and Chris Rayner won House 
decorating (see back page); second 
place was won by Jo Godson and 
highly commended were Diane and 
Richard Wood. 

As a thank you to Sylvia, she was 
presented with a bouquet of flowers by 
two young ladies from the village  

Beacon Lighting 

Many thanks go to Stuart Rose for 
putting together the brilliant beacon. 
Ours was situated in the field below 
The Dovecote and it was lit at 
9.45pm with all the others 
throughout the country started by 
The Queen.  

 

Community Picnic 

Saturday saw 
dry weather 
for the 
Community 
picnic on the 
Sports Field 
but there was 
a cool wind. 



 

 



 

 

Many braved the temperature with 
coats and windbreaks. The 
Dukeries Community Band were 
excellent giving us a great Royal 
selection (thanks to Clare Walker 
for organising the Band). 

 

Tree Planting 

Sunday saw a rather wet start for the 
tree planting but again several 
villagers came and saw Sir John 
Starkey a huge and enthusiastic 
supporter of the Laxton Community 
kindly plant a 5 feet Chestnut tree in 
the Glebe Field. Edwin and Jen 
Swordy who have the field for a 
paddock kindly agreed to be “Keepers 

of the Tree” throughout the summer to ensure it gets a regular 
watering.  Many thanks to Thoresby for donating the tree. 

Songs of Praise and Afternoon Tea 

The tree planting was followed by a lovely Songs of Praise service in 
St Michaels Church. Brenda had put a lot of thought into making sure 



 

 

G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 

Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 

Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 
 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 



 

 

The first Maypole Celebrations for three years 
took place on Saturday 4th June. Lucy 
Hollingsworth, the longest serving May Queen 
in recent times, was finally able to crown her 
successor, Evie Wilson who had waited 
patiently three years for the big day to arrive. 

The big surprise arrived at 1pm in the form of a 
Hurricane being flown over the site by the 
Commander of RAF Coningsby, Group Captain 
Matt Peterson. This aircraft had been one of 

two flown over 
Buckingham 
Palace at the start 
of the Jubilee 
celebrations. 

The dancers did a great job and this year 
the public had a go, as did an impromptu 
group of current and former May Queens 
who were there on the day.  

Wellow Maypole Celebrations  

that all the hymns included had 
some particular significance to 
the Queen and the whole 
weekend events were nicely 
finished off with a superb 
Afternoon Tea provided expertly 
by Laxton WI.  

A vote of thanks was given to 
the WI and also to all the people 
of Laxton who came out in their 
numbers to support the whole 
event. 



 

 

 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 

Telephone 
Mobile:  07946 587190 

for a home visit 

Stan The Sweep 
 

 
Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 
 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

 
Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

Sherwood Forest 
Rotary 

Supporting the Local 
Community 

07711 802683 
Meeting most Wednesdays at 

South Forest Leisure 
Robin Hood Crossroads, 

Edwinstowe 
Visitors always welcome 

www.rotary.org/1220 



 

 

Ossington Airfield Marker Unveiled 

Eighty years after aeroplanes first flew from 
RAF Ossington, the airfield finally has an 
official marker of its existence.  Following 
several years of research and planning, which 
was interrupted by the pandemic, local 
residents came out in force to witness its 
official unveiling.   

The Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust 
commissioned and erected the special granite 
marker stone, inscribed with the dates of the 
airfield’s inception and closure.  The stone is 
placed very close to what was the centre of 
the airfield, near the intersection of two of the 
runways – one of which is now the public road 
connecting Ossington to Kneesall.  The road 
to Kneesall was closed for the duration of the 
airfield’s existence.   

During World War 2 thousands of air force personnel, including many 
Canadians, including the crew who are commemorated facing South 
Field, Laxton, were based at Ossington whilst in training to fly bomber 
aircraft.  Directly after the war, the airfield was used as a training base 
for BOAC pilots. 

Kenneth Bannerman, the Chief Executive Officer of ABCT, unveiled 
the memorial with help from locals involved in the project, after an 
introduction by the land owner, Georgina Denison.   



 

 

 

 

JULY SERVICES FOR OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  
  

 

HC = Holy Communion EP = Evening Prayer MP = Morning Prayer 

Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All WS = Word Service 
  

   

 

3rd July 

10.30am  Laxton HC.  Rev Margaret G 

4.00pm Wellow  EP    Heather B 

 

10th July 

10.30am  Kirton  HC.   Rev Alistair 

 

17th July 

9.00am Walesby  HC  Rev Margaret G 

10.30am  Wellow HC Rev Margaret G 

 

24th July 

9.00am Egmanton  HC Rev Vaughn Sweet 

10.30am  Kirton  MP  Janice H 

 

31st July 

No Services 

 

7th August 

10.30am Laxton  Lammas  tbc 

4.00pm   Wellow  EP Heather B 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
2022 

July 

Sun 3rd Michael Ducksbury Memorial Tractor  

      Road Run 

Weds 13
th

 WI 

Weds 20th History Group 

Tues  26th Parish Council 

Forward Planning 

Fri 2nd Sept WI Bingo Night 

Thurs 8
th
 Sept Tour of Britain Cycle Race in Notts 

Sat 10th Sept NHCT Sponsored Cycle Ride 

Sat 24th Sept Southwell Ploughing Match 

Sun 4th Dec Christmas Lights Switch On 

 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  

 September and November  

 
Copy Date for August edition:  

12 noon, 16th July 2022 
 

Please let us have your contributions in good time.  We do 
what we can to include last minute items, but it is not always 
possible. Late arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



 

 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 
• Oil Boiler installation and 

      commissioning  
• Oil Tank Installation 
• Emergency Call Outs 
• Fully Insured 
• Oftec Registered 

SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & 
GATES FOR HOME & BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 
IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

BOTTOM FARM, LAXTON 
TEL: 01777 871702, www.laxtonnotts.org.uk 

 

 

01777 472885 or 
07999 528397 

grahamlaughton.com 

 
Email: 

Quality Paintings 
or Drawings 
in any Media 

grahamlaughton50@gmail.com 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


 

 

Laxton WI  

Wednesday 8th June was our WI monthly meeting 
night. The President welcomed everyone, including 
two new members who have joined us. They are Andrea and Sue 
from Kirton and we hope they enjoy their time with us. 

On May 24th seven members attended the Annual River Group 
Meeting at East 
Markham. We are also 
going to play croquet at 
Southwell, learn how to 
weave willow, and have 
a go at clay pigeon 
shooting, so we are 
keeping busy in June 
and July. 

Apart from these events, we have also been busy catering in May. We 
provided buffets for the families of the late Mary Mawer and Margaret 
Rose after their funerals. 

Our speaker for the evening was Jonathan Smith 
from Nottingham, whose subject was ‘A day in the 
life of a metal detector’. This was something a bit 
different, but he was a very entertaining speaker. 
He told us how he had even been on a dig with 
Tony Robinson on his television series, ‘Time 
Team’, which he thoroughly enjoyed.  

He brought artefacts that he had found to show us 
and explained the history of them all, including 
coins, spear heads and other things. 

Jonathan caused some members of the committee considerable 
amusement when they saw him get out his metal detectors. They had 
not heard that he was a very welcome last minute replacement for the 
promised speaker whose topic was ‘Body Language’.  

Our speaker next month on July 13th will be Sarah Gauntlett, whose 
subject will be ‘Fair Trade’, mostly looking at the ‘Body Shop’. This is 
a subject which we haven’t heard about before. 

Friday September 2nd: We are in the process of organising a Bingo 
Night in the Village Hall. This will be open to anyone - family and 



 

 

friends. We are hoping this will be supported by everyone to make it a 
village event and something a little different. More details next month 

Jubilee Afternoon Tea 

I hope everyone enjoyed 
their Afternoon Tea on 
Sunday 5th June. It was just 
nice to end the weekend of 
Jubilee Celebrations with the 
tea. 
  
I would like to thank all our 

WI members who worked so hard 
to make it such a success, and I 
think they pulled out all the stops. 

I am sure everyone had a 
really good feed and there 
was plenty for everyone. 
The tables looked lovely with 
the food and the starched 
white damask table cloths 
finished off with the balloons 
and the union Jacks. 
 
Once again, thanks to all our 

WI members. 
You did us 
proud. 
 

Brenda 

 

 



 

 

Photo ID 

Back in November 2021 
we published this photo of 
the wedding of Lilly 
Johnson to Jack 
Laughton of Holme View 
Farm on 11th November 
1901 and asked if anyone 
could identify any more of 
the people in the photo 
than were named by Janet Cooke’s grandmother on the reverse. These 
were: 

L-R across the back row: 

?, Mr Butcher, Richard Clark (Janet’s great grandfather), Herbert Bartle of 
Kneesall, Sid Johnson (father of the bride)... the lady to the right of the 
man behind the seated gentleman is Kate Clark, Janet’s great 
grandmother. The couple at the far right hand side are Mrs Laughton and 
Mr Laughton, the miller. Janet asked if anyone knew the relationship of 
this couple to the groom. 

Centre front: Jack Laughton (groom), Lilly Johnson (bride) 
 

We recently heard from Mike Hallam. Mike is descended from Laxton 
stock and follows Open Field via the web site. He has given his best 
attempt at adding to the names and relationships on the list. See below: 

Next to Richard CLARK (3) is Edward Harden BUTCHER (2) with the 
beard (Sophia's father); Herbert BARTLE (4); Agnes BARTLE neé 
JOHNSON (5) Herbert's wife; Theophilus Willy LAUGHTON (6) brother of 
John and was working on Richard CLARK's farm in 1901; Elizabeth Jane 
BUTCHER neé  FRANCIS (7) blurry holding baby, wife of Edward; Sophie 
Margaret JOHNSON (8) Sophia's baby; John James LAUGHTON (9); 
possible sister (10) of John; Lily Jane LAUGHTON neé JOHNSON (11); 
Sydney William JOHNSON (12) brother of Lily; George JOHNSON (13) 
sitting, father of Lily; possible sister (14) of John; Sophia Margaret 
JOHNSON neé  BUTCHER (15) Edward's daughter; blurred woman (16) 
unknown; man standing (17) unknown (Mike suggests these may be Eliza 
Moody and Jonathan Bartle, Herbert Bartle’s parents); Mary Ann 
LAUGHTON nee WARDELL (18) mother of John; James LAUGHTON (19) 
father of John. 

Many thanks to Mike for taking the trouble to record this information for us 
to see and for those who read the magazine in the archives in the future. 



 

 

The price of oil has been interesting recently, to say the 
least. Hopes of an early fall seem set to be dashed and 
at 17th June, the Boilerjuice average1000 litre price for  England was 
108.97 / litre. 

Group members receive a discount based on the total volume when 
ordering with others. We will order in July / August if there is sufficient 
interest. Nobody wants to order with prices so high, but there is no 
way of knowing if they will continue to go up or come down, and at 
some point we need to fill up or switch off! 

High prices are often accompanied by an increase in oil theft. Please 
make sure your tank is secure. 

Anyone whose order can be placed by email is very welcome to join. 
Please contact me on oil@openfield.org.uk The group currently 
covers an area of roughly 5 miles radius from Laxton.                    Joy 

Group Oil Order 

Rogue Police Aid Recycle Bin 

It’s gone!!! The 
“extra” Police Aid 
Convey Bin that 
arrived 
unannounced and 
was a clone of the 
“proper” one has 
now been 
removed and its 
contents (about 
1/3 full) have been 
transferred to the 
“proper” one. 

We still have no idea where it came from, who brought it or who owns 
it and it obviously hadn’t been emptied! How strange!!! 

Just a reminder to keep adding your wearable clothes, paired shoes 
and household linens to the genuine bin. No duvets or rubbish please. 



 

 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

• Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

• Oil tank installation & pipework 

• Bathroom installation 

• Sealed hot water systems 

• Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    OFTEC registered 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
Standard 1/6 page box: £30 p.a.(colour)  £15 p.a.(B&W).  

Larger sizes pro rata, e.g. £45 p.a. for 1/2 page (B&W)  

Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or  
call 01777 871506 for details and info on web pages / links. 



 

 

Here are just a few local events which you might want to think about.  
 

‘Towards an An Archaeology of Cheese’ -  20th July, LVH, 
7.30pm Professor Mark Pearce will give Laxton History Group an 
insight into the early development of human settlement, agriculture 
and food preservation. Everyone welcome, £3 at the door. 
 
‘Sculpture at Doddington’ Sunday 16th July - Sunday 11th 
September, at Doddington Hall 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm). 
Adults £8.50, Children £4.50, Family £22, Season ticket holders free. 
See 340 works of art in the summer exhibition. Open daily. 
 

The Tour of Britain in Nottinghamshire, September 8th. 
Look out for the full route, but riders will be in Retford and Clumber 
Park. 
 

The 2022 BDWCA Annual Show and Competition, The 
Festival of Bird Art, will be held on the weekend of 10th and 11th 
September in Bakewell, Derbyshire. This event showcases the 
supreme skill of the people who carve wooden birds to a standard 
which meets the critical judging eye not only of fellow carvers, but 
also of ornithologists.  
 
Southwell Ploughing Match and Show 24th September 
This year at Farnsfield. All aspects of agriculture plus horse classes, 
dog show and the farmers market. The biggest one day show of its 
kind in Notts. 
 
Laxton History Group Craft Fayre November 19th in the 
Village Hall. The return of this popular opportunity to get some of 
your Christmas gifts bought while enjoying a chat with friends and 
neighbours and some tasty Laxton baking! 
 
Carols by Candlelight at Milton Mausoleum - where they now 
have heating! - Saturday 3rd December, 4pm-5pm 
 
Laxton Christmas Lights Switch, Sunday 4th December. Last year 
the first Switch On event was held in the Dovecote Car park and was 
a great success. This year you can not only plan to attend, but also 
help to plan the event. Volunteers are needed for the organising 
group. Please contact Michael Manning on 870844. 

Things to Look Forward to ... 



 

 

Thanks to Steve Digby, Editor of ‘Idle Talk’ for permission to use this 
quiz, set by his sister in law.  

 

Straightforward, cryptic, hidden or phonetic: what's the link 

 

Quiz Questions (answers overleaf) 
 

1. What is the capital of New Zealand?  

2. Before ascending to the throne, which Dukedom did Richard III 
have?  

3. Which Oscar winning actress of Hollywood's golden age was 
made a Dame two weeks before her 101st birthday? She died in 
2020 aged 104.  

4. In which state of America would you find Mount Rushmore and 
the Black Hills?  

5. How is -273 degrees Celsius also known?  

6. Which city is located on the River Lune?  

7. What name is given to the free roaming horses in USA ?  

8. Which insect, Latin name Culicidae, is said to be responsible for 
millions of deaths every year?  

9. Where in Yorkshire would you find the magnificent Piece Hall?  

10. The snooker player Alex Higgins was given which nickname?  

 

11. What is the connection between all of the answers to the 
      questions above?  

Recent Bonus Ball Winners 

We have various numbers available. Here is the  up to date list of 
the spare numbers: 
1,2,7,13,20,26,29,37,38,40,41,44,51,52,53,57,59. Please contact 
me on 870844. Thank you.       Michael Manning 

Date No Name 

21/5/22 08 Evie 

28/5/22 20 ROLLOVER 

4/6/22 24 Ian and Rebecca 

11/6/22 01 ROLLOVER 



 

 

Michael Ducksbury Tractor Road Run 

The Michael Ducksbury Memorial Tractor Road Run is organised by 
Michael’s family from Tuxford. Tractors assemble in the farm yard 
and set off in convoy on an unknown route, which changes every 
year. There are all sorts of tractors - some decorated and some 
pulling a variety of trailers with friends and family of the driver.  

Each driver pays to enter and is encouraged to seek sponsorship. 
The last time the event was held, there were also buckets carried by 
some of the tractors for spectators to toss money into. The funds 
raised are donated to the cancer ward at Weston Park Hospital, 
Sheffield where Michael was treated, and over the years the event 
has raised many thousands of pounds. 

Because of the proximity of Laxton to Tuxford, the convoy passes 
through some part of the village or estate virtually every year, either 
going out in the morning or returning later on. With an average turn 
out of over 100 tractors and local people taking part, it is a sight well 
worth seeing, so make a note to look out for them on Sunday 3rd 
July. 



 

 

MIke Maloney Butchers & Bakers 

The Country victualler Pod shop 

 Senior Citizens’ Discounts on Wednesday,  
Fill your freezer with tasty treats, packed and labelled 

Click & Collect, Special offers daily 
FREE PARKIING 

  

Opening Hours: 
Tues - Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 1.30pm 

 01777 874700  

thecountryvictualler.co.uk 
Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh 

Quiz Answers: 
 

1   Wellington 

2   Duke of Gloucester (Gloster) 

3   Olivia de Havilland 

4   South Dakota 

5   Absolute Zero 

 

 

6   Lancaster 

7   Mustang 

8   Mosquito 

9   Halifax 

10 Hurricane 

11 They all are, or contain, the names of manufacturers or models of 
World War II aircraft 



 

 

Present: Councillors: M. Manning (chair), S. Hill, M. Hennell 
J. Hill, S. Rose, J. Godson, R. Hennell 
     

In attendance at parish council meeting 
C. Wilson (Clerk), S. Michael (District councillor), B Perry (Thoresby 
Estate representative), Members of the public (7) 
 
1. Councillors noted that this annual item had been omitted from the 

agenda in error and agreed to consider the following as though 
they had been agenda items. 
Election of Officers:  
The following were elected: 
(a) Chair – Mr Manning (unanimous) 
(b) Vice-Chair - Mr S Hill (unanimous) 
(c) Accounts scrutineer –Mr S Hill (unanimous) 
(d) Defibrillator inspection councillor - Mr J Hill (unanimous)  
(e) Resilience store keyholder – Mr Roy Hennell and Mr J Hill 

(unanimous) 
(f) Flood contact – Mr M Manning (unanimous) 
 

2. Apologies for absence: There were no absences. Declarations of 
interest: The chair declared an interest as a member of the sports 
field committee in item 10 (Property matters – including sports field 
and Glebe Field maintenance and licence completion).  
There were no other declarations of interest, direct or indirect, in 
any items of business on the agenda.  

3. Dispensations: None required.  
4. 10 Minutes public speaking: Concerns were raised about the 

condition of the roads in the village. These included potholes on 
Toad Lane and flooding on Moorhouse Road. The public will provide 
the clerk with details and she will follow up with NCC and Mr Pringle.  

5. Thoresby Estate report (if any): Councillors welcomed Mr Perry 
to the meeting. He reported that: 
a. Work was now underway on the toilets. The team is currently 

working to address damp issues and had had to wait for the 
warmer weather if these works were to be effective. The source 
of the damp had been cured and a new hand drier installed. 
Redecoration is planned for the end of the week so the toilets 
should be ready for the jubilee weekend.  

b. The content for the interpretation boards had now been provided 
and new wording prepared by a volunteer. The Estate was now 
looking for a volunteer to redo the photos. Sir John Starkey had 
offered support with the graphic design. As regards funding, Mr 

Laxton & Moorhouse parish Council. Draft 
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Perry will provide an application form available to the Lady 
Rozelle Charitable Fund. It was agreed that it would be sensible 
to mount the boards vertically to prevent water collecting at the 
bottom.  

6. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 March 
2022: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 March 
2022 were agreed as a true record and signed by the chair, subject 
to the amendment of “Landsyke” to “Langsyke”.  

7. Matters arising: No other matters arising which were not otherwise 
on the agenda.  

8. Reports from district and county councillors: Mrs Michael 
referred to her earlier report at the preceding Annual Parish Meeting 
reported and drew councillors’ attention to NSDC’s renewed 
community grant scheme.  

9. Reports from councillors: Mr S Hill had been unavailable to attend 
the last SNG meeting. Mrs Michael reported that very little had 
changed since the last meeting. The main concerns had centred on 
speeding.  

10.  Property matters including sports field and Glebe Field 
maintenance and licence completion: Councillors noted that the 
sports field is being used for the jubilee. Mr Rose will liaise with the 
Glebe field tenant regarding the jubilee tree to be planted and 
appropriate protection. 
Councillors confirmed the chair’s authority to sign the licence 
which the chair then did.  
There was discussion of the basis on which the cutting of the grass 
around the telephone kiosk was being undertaken. Councillors were 
grateful to the resident who was kindly undertaking the work. Mr J 
Hill will contact the resident to enquire whether the arrangement 
was suitable for them.  

11.  Planning matters: 
a. Applications: 22/00440/FUL- Implementation of Phase 

One of Landscape Masterplan, plus new Extensions to the 
Ronson Building and the Cottages with associated 
alteration and refurbishment works. Alteration and 
refurbishment works to the Main House. | Beth Shalom: 
After extensive discussion, councillors agreed that they had no 
collective comments to make. Individual councillors were free to 
comment in that capacity should they wish to do so. 

b. To note planning decisions by NSDC: None. 
c. Compliance: No matters raised.  

12.  Defibrillator inspection report: Councillors noted that the clerk 
had ordered a new one but there were significant supply issues with 
none available from established sources. She is receiving regular 
stock updates. The delays appear to be caused by a combination of 
Brexit, Covid and the war in Ukraine. Councillors were concerned 
but recognized that their options were limited in the circumstances.  

13.  Village environment and appearance, including: 
a. Second defibrillator: The chair had still not received any 

suggestions in response to his article in the Open Field seeking 



 

 

residents’ views on a second defibrillator.  
b. Use of telephone kiosk: Again, the chair had not received any 

suggestions in response to his article in the Open Field seeking 
residents’ views apart from the suggestion that a sign referring 
to the defibrillator location be displayed.  

c. Bar Farmhouse: No developments. The deadline for the owner 
to undertake repairs had not yet expired.  

d. Jubilee event: Mr S Hill reported that the council had received 
£150 grant from NSDC and £625 from Lady Rozelle Charitable 
Fund. Councillors expressed their thanks. Mr Hill went on to 
report as follows: 

1. The events would begin at 9.45 pm on the Thursday night with 
a beacon being let by the Dovecote. 

2. From 3 pm on the Friday there will be an ice cream van at the 
pub and also a hog roast with accompaniments provided by the 
Dovecote. 

3. There would be a picnic at the sports field from midday on the 
Saturday and a band from 1 pm.  

4. Sunday would see the tree planting by Sir John Starkey 
followed by a Songs of Praise at the church and a village hall 
tea provided by the WI. Residents must book if they would like 
to attend the tea, in the village from 3 pm on the Saturday. 

5. Two competitions have been launched in the village: the best 
buntinged house and the bet royal scarecrow. 

6. Commemorative mugs were being given by yeh parish council 
to all under 16s in the parish. These were being funded by the 
clothing bank. 

7.  The event has no more than 500 people attending at any one 
time. 

e. Laxton Conservation Area Character Appraisal – Update: The 
extension of the conservation area had been approved by NSDC on 
24 March 2022.  

14.  
a. a. Financial position as at 30 April 2022: Councillors considered 
and noted the clerk’s report showing the precise financial position at 30 
April 2022 (incorporating the 2022-23 budget figures). The chair 
verified the stated balances against bank statements. 
b. Accounts for payment: The council discussed the discrepancy 

between the invoice received in relation to Glebe field and the hedge 
laying works, £1820, and the quote, £1150. They unanimously 
decided that only the quoted amount should be paid and approved 
fifteen payments totalling £2364.39.  

c. Review system of internal control and internal audit system 
effectiveness: Councillors discussed the operation of the system of 
internal control and agreed that it remained adequate and 
continued to operate effectively. Councillors also reviewed the 
effectiveness of the internal audit system and agreed that, taking 
account of the straightforward nature of the council’s transactions 
this year, it operated effectively on an annual basis. 



 

 

83% of people in the East Midlands 
targeted by scammers as the cost-of-
living crisis bites 

83% of people in the East Midlands have been targeted by a scammer so 
far this year as the cost-of-living crisis takes hold, new research by 
Citizens Advice Sherwood & Newark has found.  

Of those people targeted by a scam, the top three most common types of 
scams reported in the East Midlands included: 

Deliveries, portal and courier services (54%) 

Government or HMRC scams (41%) Investment or financial (32%)
Rebates and refunds (32%) Online shopping (22%)      Banking (22%) 

Ahead of many households receiving vital government help to cope with 
rising prices, Citizens Advice and the Consumer Protection Partnership 
held their annual Scams Awareness campaign in June. They are sharing 
information and tips to avoid scammers, such as helping people find  
information on the genuine types of help available and how they’ll receive 
it see ‘If you're struggling with living costs’ and ‘Grants and benefits to 
help you pay your energy bills’ on the Citizens Advice website. 

If you’ve been scammed, Citizens Advice Sherwood & Newark advises: 

• Talk to your bank or card company immediately if you’ve handed over 
any financial and sensitive information or made a payment 

• Report the scam to Citizens Advice. Offline scams, like those using 
the telephone, post and coming to your door, can be reported to the 
Citizens Advice website or by calling 0808 223 1133. Report online 
scams to the dedicated Scams Action service either online or on 0808 
250 5050  

• Text scams can be reported to your mobile phone provider by 
forwarding it to 7726 

• Also report the scam to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. 

d. Risk assessment 2022 – 23: Councillors considered and 
approved the draft revised risk assessment for 2022-23 circulated 
by the clerk.  

15.  Service faults: See LMPC/41/22 (10 minutes public speaking) 
above. 

16.  Correspondence: All items of correspondence noted.  
17.  Agenda items for next meeting: NSDC Community grant 

scheme and jubilee feedback. 
18.  Date of next meeting: Tuesday 19 July 2022 at Moorhouse 

church. Noted that this was one week earlier than usual. 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm  



 

 

 

HILLCREST: Gardening Centre 

Everything for your garden: 

Open from 9am, closed Tues & Weds 

(for more details see web site) 

Tel: 07543 140 834 
 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 

We are at the top of Laxton Hill, Egmanton 

 Fertiliser 

 Compost 

 Seeds & bulbs 

 Shrubs & trees 

 Bedding plants 

 Hanging baskets 

 Giftware 

HILLCREST: Equestrian Services 

Please phone or see web site for further information 

Tel: 07359 244758 

www.hillcrests.co.uk  

email: hillcrests@outlook.com 

 Full livery 

 Breaking 

 School livery 

 Rehab stabling 

 Holiday livery 

 Selling livery 

 Riding lessons 

 Secure 

 CCTV 

 BHS Regd. 

 Qualified instructor 

 Fully insured 

 Resident on site 
with stables 



 

 

Milton Mausoleum 

We hope that you all had a great time celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee 
Year. We are now progressing with a full year of events and hoping that 
life runs smoothly for everyone. 

The building is now open every Sunday from 2pm – 4pm until the end of 
September and we have several group visits booked throughout the year. 
Our volunteers are always pleased to welcome you to this historic place 
and tell you of the history of the Dukes of Newcastle who lived locally. We 
now have a ‘Children’s Corner’ with books/crafts to interest the younger 
visitors.  

Come and see the statue of 
Georgiana who died on 26th 
September 1822. She has been 
professionally cleaned thanks to 
donations and fundraising from 
our supporters and friends. Our 
latest fundraising for “Unrestored 
Windows” is now running and we 
thank you for donations received 
so far. 

Groups are welcome at other 
times by prior arrangement.  

Please contact us to arrange a visit with tea/coffee and cake to follow.       

Our next event is our Summer Music Concert ‘Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days’, 
at 7pm. on Sat. 16th July. Tickets £8 each.  There is still time to reserve 
your seat!  Contact us: by email at milton.mausoleum@outlook.com or 
call 
Jenny on 01777 871706 and Bobby on 01777 870300 

Other events this year: 

Sunday 25th Sept -  Georgiana Memorial Service ,2.30pm plus talk by 
   Dr. Richard Gaunt followed by tea/coffee and cake. 
   Please contact us to reserve your seat.  

Sunday 25th Sept.-  Sunday openings – season closes 

Saturday 12th Nov.   Christmas Gift and Craft Fayre 10am – 4pm.  
   Back by popular demand! 

Saturday 3rd Dec. Carols by Candlelight at the later time of 4pm-5pm 

 

Thank you for your continued support and hope to see you at these 
events. 

The Friends of Milton Mausoleum. 



 

 

Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 Yoga with Gregg – Tuesdays at 7.30pm. Pay Gregg - £36 
block of 6 sessions, £7 drop in. Info from Gregg: 07761 344250. 

 Egmanton WI - Thursday 15th July in the Hall 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Laxton Defibrillator 

The defibrillator in the Visitor Centre, is always accessible as 
neither the Visitor Centre door nor the cabinet housing it is 
locked.  

Please do remember that the defibrillator must only be used 
once authorised by a call to 999. 

Michael Manning 

Village Notices 

Mike Manning maintains a list of email addresses for villagers and 
other local people who want to receive up to date information. 

If you are not already on the list and would like to be kept 
informed, please contact Mike at kneecott@googlemail.com  

A reminder about the pot hole reporting contact details are: 
 

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/
report-a-pothole 

Or ring Customer Services on 0300 500 8080 

Laxton & Moorhouse Parish Council 



 

 

Useful Contact Details 
 
Defibrillator Contacts: 
Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Mark Hennell  07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose  07939 228353, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

   evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 
Police 
Sgt 2949 Christial Hurley, Sherwood Neighbourhood Policing Team, 
    Ollerton Police Station 
PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
  

PC2548 Deborah Bakin supported by 
PCSO 8524 Richard Dunn at Southwell   07595 074292 

  
Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

 
Danger to life or crime in progress   999 
Otherwise police switchboard   101 
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 
 
Medical 
Tuxford Medical Centre  01777 870203 
Sutton-on-Trent Surgery  01636 821023 
Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 
Newark Hospital  01636 681681 
Bassetlaw Hospital  01909 500990 
King’s Mill Hospital  01623 622515 
 
Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)  01777 870381 
 

MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk 01636 612 837  

 

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk  0115 977 5661 

 
Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

Christine & Ivan’s ‘Best Decorated House’ 

A recently restored Daimler 
bus belonging to John 
Marshall of Sutton being 
driven to Wellow Maypole 
by David Chambers, 
formerly of Laxton as part 
of the Jubilee celebrations. 


