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We always welcome contributions and can help if you are 

not sure how to write what you want to say.  

We believe all illustrations to be free to use. If anyone feels 

their image has been wrongly used, please get in touch.  

www.openfield.org.uk  

Contributions for the next edition to be with the Editor by NOON 

ON 16th MARCH PLEASE. Earlier preferred. You can send 

in your contributions at any time. 



Church News  

On behalf of the parochial 
Church Council, I would like to 
wish everyone a happy New 
Year and thank everyone for 
their support over the last year. 
We are finding it harder to find 
vicars or readers and this 
makes it harder for me, as 
church warden, to keep things 
going. It is a big responsibility, 
what with the services and the 
maintenance of the building. 

This year is a quinquennial inspection which we have to have every 
five years. This year I know we will have to have all the electric tested 
and some spotlights repaired, as well as some more work on the roof. 
The west wall is falling down and we shall have to repair that. 

We keep working hard to keep things going but things get harder as 
we have no support from a vicar or the diocese, but the last thing we 
want is for our lovely old church to close like a lot of churches have 
and then bern sold off,  

Brenda 

Apologies 

Sincere apologies for the errors in the last issue. Unfortunately the 
link had to be resent and in haste the wrong one went to the school 
for printing resulting in you receiving the copy sent to the proof 
readers. The correct version appears on the web site. 

We are particularly sorry as we had made special mention of our 
three sets of twins who had birthdays last month. Margaret Palmer 
and Steff did appear, but Gabriella and Daniel Sheard were missed 
out along with older sister Angelina who also has a January birthday. 
You will recall our Treasurer Sarah had twins Jack and Joseph last 
year and they celebrated their first birthday in January. 

Brenda Noble sends in the birthday list and generally keeps us on 
track with the óBigô birthdays. Unfortunately she didnôt mention that 
she had one in December and we must therefore also apologise for 
not giving her a special mention for her 80th.We send a belated 
message of congratulations to all concerned. 



Sympathy - Olive Brenda Beard  

We were sad to hear that Olive Brenda Beard (ne® Noble) had died 
on December 7th in Lincoln Hospital at the age of 85.  

Olive was the wife of Bob and mother of Ian and Jane. She was a 
grandmother of seven and a great grandmother. She was a sister to 
George and Annie. 

Olive was born at Moorhouse before coming to live at Twitchell Farm, 
Laxton and attending Egmanton School. Bob and Olive were married 
in Laxton Church and had just celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary. 

Get Well Soon  

Best wishes to Margaret Noble, who has been in hospital. We hope 
she will soon be on the mend after an operation. 

We wish a speedy recovery to Claire Sanford, who is now wearing a 
boot on a broken foot. Similar wishes go to her mother, Daphne, who 
is recovering from a fall and a bad back. 

Dik Allison is also recovering from a bad back and we hope he feels 
better soon. 

Just as we had sent off the combined December and January edition, 
we heard that neighbours Stuart Clarke and Jeff Tate in Egmanton 
were both quite unwell. We very much hope that both are now fully 
recovered. 

We send best wishes to anybody who is feeling unwell or waiting for 
treatment at this time. We hope the New Year gets better for 
everyone affected by ill health. 

Sympathy - Jean Ball  

Sympathy also goes to the family of Jean Ball who died on 12th 
December 2025 at the age of 99. She lived in Laxton with her 
husband and after he died she moved away to Farndon and then to 
Spion Kop to be near her family.  

Her funeral service was held in Laxton Church on Thursday, 8th 
January 2026. 



Subscriptions for your Magazine  

We will be confirming our number of subscribers and magazines to be 
printed this month. If you have not already done so, will you please renew 

your subscription to Open Field now if you wish to do so asap. The 2026 
price is Ã6 for eleven issues for the year. We must say thank you to our 
generous advertisers without whose support this would be impossible. 

Please pay your delivery person or put your payment in an envelope 
with your own name on it and drop it in to the person who delivers to 
you as soon as you can. Alternatively you can put your Ã6 in an 
envelope, clearly marked with your name, in Jeanôs letterbox at 
Blacksmithôs Cottage, High Street, Laxton or Joyôs at The Dovecote, 
Church View, Egmanton. 

Your prompt payment wil be really appreciated. Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Card 

Deliveries,  

Thank you to everyone who put their Christmas 

cards in the church box along with donations for the church. A total of 

Ã80 was raised which was very much appreciated. Thank you to Janet 

for sorting them and to Jean Hennell, Janet Cooke, Keith Morton and 

George Noble in for delivering them for us.  Thank you 

Brenda 

Thank you  

Just to say thank you to everyone who sent me plants flowers and 

cards for my big birthday. It was very much appreciated.  

Thank you once again  

Brenda 



Thank you - Open Field  

As we start a New Year, I would like to thank the óOpen Fieldô team for 
all the work they put in every month to make our Magazine appear. 

Thanks must go to Joy for the great job she makes of putting it all 
together when she gets the information articles and photos. Thank 
you for the adverts too. Without people putting them in there would 
not be any Magazine.  

Thank you to Roy and Jean, who go to Claypole every month to fetch 
the printed copies from the printers and take them to the people who 
deliver them door-to-door and around the village and further afield. 
Thank you all for playing your part. 

Thank you once again  

Brenda 

Thank you - Open Field  

When we moved into Dijon house 14 years ago, the previous owner 
left us a welcome pack. In it she advised us to subscribe to the Open 
Field magazine. She told us it was full of useful information regarding 
upcoming events, which would help us to integrate into the village. 

Over the years I have read many articles of thanks, birthday and 
anniversary wishes, sporting success, successes and issues that 
arise in Laxton, all accompanied with amazing photographs. 

It is with regret and somewhat shame that I 
have never thought to put pen to paper to 
thank the very people who each month put 
together our wonderful village magazine. So I 
would like to start the New Year by putting 
this right thank you Joy and Dik Allison and 
Jean Hennell for all your hard work. 

I would also like to thank Rachel Hennell and 
my sister Allison Hanson for all their help 
decorating the village hall for Christmas and 
my brother-in-law Jack Hanson for decorating 
the magnificent Christmas tree in the Hall 

Joy Robinson 



What is Happening with Our Church  

At the moment we are having difficulties getting vicars for our services, 
so we are now with Tuxford and come under what is being called 
ñCluster Twoñ under the Reverend Allison Jones.  

We are to have a meeting soon to get together to discuss the future. 
We will have to see how things work out. We had just got into a routine 
like we always had our services on the first Sunday of the month, so 
weôll have to wait and see what happens.  

Brenda 

Plough Sunday  

I am sorry we had to cancel our Plough Sunday service. We had no 
heating and it was so very cold outside and was going to get colder 
overnight.  

I do apologise. We are sorry we had to make this decision, especially 
as it is one of our traditional, special services, but we have to think of 
all our congregation. 

Brenda 

Laxton WI  

Invite you to join them for a  

Fashion Show  

by SOS 

Laxton Village Hall  

25 March 2026 at 7 pm  

More details next month  



Open Field Changes  

I am sorry to say that I have received a letter from Joy informing me 

and the PCC that after over 21 years compiling óOpen Fieldõ, she 
wishes to retire. 

 we are so grateful  to her for all the time and effort that she puts in it 
every month. Everyone says what a good, professional job she 
makes of it and itôs the best village magazine around.  

We will now be looking for a new person to take over her job. Joy 
said she is willing to work with someone else to help them learn the 
job if they need it. 

So if there is anyone out there who thinks they can do the job and 
have the time please get in touch with either me and we can begin 
the handover. 

We are so grateful to Joy for all the hard work and time she has put 

into óOpen Fieldõ over the years. It doesnôt seem 21 years. 

Once again a huge thank you, Joy from the PCC and all the readers 
of the magazine. 

Thank you, Joy                                                                          Brenda 

The following letter arrived from Jean as óOpen Fieldõ was being 
prepared and after Brenda had written her contribution: 

Joy, very many thanks for your almost 22 years putting the magazine 
together. I know how hard it has been for you. I have loved working 
with you on óthe magô, but I think it is time I gave it up as well and let 
someone else have a go. 

Many thanks to all my helpers who have delivered the magazine 
round the village. 

Jean 

Thank you Jean. Recently I have lost my enthusiasm for tackling the 
layout, but you have reminded me what fun it has been working 
together, somehow managing never to miss an issue in all that time. 

I remember Dik and I had lived here a whole three weeks when I 
somehow got the job. You have been a great support and it has been 
good working with the whole team over the years.  

Thanks to everyone who is involved. I hope they will continue to 
support us for our remaining issues and the new team after that, 
whoever they may be. 

              Joy 



Chop & Chat  

The Christmas themed 
December meeting of Chop 
& Chat was very well 
attended. The timing seems 
to have fallen just right to avoid people being felled by the horrible bout of 

óflu that so many seem to have had soon 
after. 

The table was decorated and Dave was 
busy in the 
kitchen 
juggling the 
pots, pans 
and oven 
items. The 
others on 

his watch in the Fire Service must have 
been delighted to have such a great cook 
among their number and their loss is most 
definitely our gain. Thank you Dave and 
thank you Helen for all your hard work in the 
kitchen as well. 

This time the food was set out on 
tables across one end  of the room 
with all the elements of the lovely 
roast dinner. The mash was well 
mashed this time as Geoff was back 
to give a hand. There was a choice for 
dessert, and it turned out the stollen 
was actually panettone A  change 
because we had been happily eating 
Christmas pudding until April!  

In January the choppers were ready in 
record time, and the numbers were a bit down due to illness. Many 
thanks to the trusty team who deliver to those who canôt make it. Thanks 
also to The Dovecote who donated a tasty selection of desserts which 
needed to be eaten. We were happy to oblige! 

Meals now costs Ã5 a head. The next lunch will be on 2nd February. 
Everyone is welcome, so if you would like to come, please contact Helen 
S on 07905 166392. 



 

ñFEET FIRSTò 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 
Telephone 

Mobile:  07946 587190 
for a home visit 

 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  

Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 
  

Tel 01522 779110  
Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 

Ashcroft, Gainsborough Rd, Girton, NG23 7HX 
www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

    All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 
email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating a special event this 

month. We wish you all a wonderful 

day and a happy and healthy year 

to come.  

february Birthdays  

Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating in February. The 

birthday roll of honour for this 

month is: Eunice Saxilby, Mavis 

Beckitt, and Margaret O who all 

share a birthday, Di Jackson, Diane 

Beckitt, John Gent, Sebastian S and 

Alfie A, who will be 1 year old  

We donõt have any anniversaries 

for February, but our best wishes go 

to any couples we donõt know about. 

If you would like your special event 

recognised here, please let me know 

the details.  

     

  Brenda  



Corrine Parkes  

Your local weight loss consultant 

121 Diet by Cambridge 
Weight Plan 

¶ Virtual or face to face 
consultations 

¶ Special new client discounts 

¶ Free first consultation 

Contact me today 

07857 187237 
corrine.parkes121diet@gmail.com 

Stan The Sweep 

Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 

 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 
supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 
burners & liners. Certificate 

issued. 
 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 
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ñChop & Chatò continues during the cold months on 
each first Monday of the month. The next one will be on 
Monday 2nd February, starting around 10.30am.   

This is our monthly luncheon club will and be taking place 
in Laxton Village Hall. There is now a Ã5 per person charge to ensure 
the club can continue without the support of grants if necessary. Where 
else would you get a tasty two course meal and coffee for that? 
 

Quiz 

The Village Quiz is being held on Friday 6th March (the first Friday in 
March) in the Village Hall. Start time is 7 for 7.30pm and cost is Ã10 per 
person, covering the normal Maloney's pie, jacket potato and pea 
supper plus dessert (there are vegetarian options available as well). It is 
BYO (Bring Your Own) in terms of drinks etc. 

Please advise Ian Robinson (07771 696248) of your teams including 
numbers in the team to reserve your table. Numbers are limited in the 
Village Hall so please don't delay in contacting Ian to ensure you will get 
a place. 

There will as usual be a raffle, for which donations of prizes are 
welcome & requested. As at previous events, we will bundle up prizes to 
minimise time the drawing of the raffle will take. 

We look forward to hearing from you as you register your interest & 
team. All proceeds raised from the running of the quiz & raffle go 
towards the running costs of the Laxton Village Hall. 
 

Pilates 

The ñPilatesò class continues to be run by our experienced fitness 
teacher, Rachel. She asks for 4-week block bookings up front, priced at 
Ã28 for the block or Ã8.50 for an individual session. Please contact 
Helen Sheard if you are interested.  

It is held at the Laxton Village Hall on Thursday evenings running from 
18:30 to 19:30. It is aimed at all levels, so beginners are very welcome. 
Get in touch to see if there will be space for you if you are interested. 

Itôs YOUR Hall for YOUR events 

A reminder to everyone of the facilities that Laxton Village Hall has to 
offer, and which can be hired to host any form of event. All details can 
be found on the Laxton Village Hall website (www.laxtonvh.org.uk). 

In particular, on the site, there is a Facilities tab which sets out what is 
available, including the fully fitted modern kitchen. 

Village Hall News  



The Country Victualler  

Butchers & Bakers  
  

Award winning handmade pork pies,  
oven ready pies, cured bacon, free range pork 

and Longhorn Thoresby beef  
 

Heritage recipes and a warm welcome await 
you at our Tuxford Pod.  

 

¶ Order & Collect  

¶ Free kerb side parking  

¶ Daily hot food to go specials  

¶ Loyalty card rewards  

¶ Senior Citizensõ 10% off Wednesday 

 

Opening Hours:  

Tue - Fri 8am - 4pm, Sat 8am - 4pm  

Closed Sunday & Monday  
 

 01777 874700  

 

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive online offers!  

 

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter -subscription  
 

 Nationwide delivery.  
 

thecountryvictualler.co.uk  

Ashvale Road, Tuxford, NG22 0nh  

https://thecountryvictualler.co.uk/newletter-subscription


 

Laxton Community Coffee Mornings 
resumed on 17th January. They take 
place on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month between 10 am and 12 noon 
in the Village Hall. The funds raised 
are used to support events for this 
community as well as for specified 
charities, usually chosen and 
requested by those who support 
them. 
 
Our coffee morning on Saturday 21st February will be in aid of 
Diabetes charities. This is in response to a villager request, as we 
gather a number of local families have members who are effected by 
this condition. 

 
The December Coffee Morning was 
reluctantly cancelled as many of the 
regular helpers and organisers were 
unwell. This was particularly 
disappointing as it had been well 
publicised as being in memory of Karen 
on the left in the picture) one of our 
founding team whose sudden death 
recently had shocked everyone. This 
has now been rearranged for Saturday 
21st of March and it will be in aid of 
Barnardoôs - one of the charities close 

to Karenôs heart. It will also be our third anniversary event. 

There will be a raffle to boost the funds raised and any donations of 
prizes would be very gratefully received. 

 
These events welcome everyone from 
the village and beyond. We have a 
number of regulars form nearby 
communities. Please do come along 
and enjoy some good company, a 
chat and some of the trademark home 
made cakes. We look forward to 
seeing you. 

Laxton Community Coffee Morning  



Laxtonõs Weekend of Christmas Festivities 

This year the festive season got off to a great 
start with various community events which 
brought together friends, families and 
neighbours, with a good few relatives and 
visitors. 

 

Christmas Tree Light Up 
The first event 
was the lighting 
of the village 
Christmas tree 
outside the 
Village Hall. In recent years this has 
become something of a new tradition. It is 
master-minded by the Parish Council, 
whose members erect and decorate the 
tree and organise the accompanying 
entertainment and refreshments. 
 
 

There 
was a 
great 
free 
spread 

of Christmas goodies for people to 
enjoy before settling down to listen to 
the Dukeries Brass Band playing 
some seasonal music. There were 
carols and other Christmas 
favourites to get the 60 strong 
audience in the mood. 

People went out carefully - and 
watched as the tree came to life. A 
big thank you to those members of 
the Parish Council who made it all 
happen. 



Carols and Concert in Church 
Seldom can the good folk of Laxton have been treated to two different 
bands performing on two successive nights in different venues. 

Several days of hard work from the organisers and helpers had got the 
church looking its best before a small army of people moved in to 

decorate and install trees and 
window decorations. The 
pillars were decorated as well 
and the sight that greeted the 
sell-out audience for the Carol 
Concert was a delight to the 
eye. 

The Sherwood Forest Brass 
Band were fantastic. One 
musician said the acoustics 
were the best in any church 
he's played in. The 
programme was a mix of 

traditional carols and festive songs 
like 'Jingle Bells'. There was a 
perfect mix of audience participation 
and tunes to listen to.  

Emotions were stirred when two 
young ladies came to perform solos 
on their cornets, one of which was 
the óLast Postô. The mood lightened 

with the conductor getting the 
audience waving their arms and 
there followed a rousing standing 
ovation. 

One anonymous person who 
attended the concert was so 
impressed that they offered to 
cover the cost of the band. 



Christmas Tree Festival 
This was the first event of 
its kind in the village, as far 
as anyone could remember. 
It had been talked about 
last year, but for one reason 
or another it had not 
happened. A small group 
were determined to get it 
going this year and 
recruited some others to 
help. 

The organising group had most of the 
year to think about how it would work 
and they put out an early appeal for 
people, groups and businesses to 
come forward if they would like to 
decorate a tree. It proved to be quite a 
logistical challenge to work out how to 
fit in all the many trees offered without 
using the pews and making it 
impossible to seat people for the Carol 
Concert and further services after the 
event officially closed. 

The event was advertised widely, 

although the 
weather did not 
really work on our 
side. It was a very 
cold period and 
testimony to the 
determination of 
those who stood 
in in the church 
greeting visitors. 



Visitors were impressed 
with the spectacle of the 
trees and those who had 
come from outside the 
village were interested to 
know more about the 
church and the war 
memorials. 

The volunteers who had a rather warmer 
time of it were in the Village Hall, serving 
refreshments 
to the 
visitors. 
Special 
thanks go to 
Joy 
Richardson, 
Rachel 
Hennell and 

Joyôs sister and brother in law, Allison and 
Jack Hanson. They had decorated the 
room with some delightful touches and 
Jack had made a great job of decorating the large tree, which filled the 
bay area. Close to this was a small area with pens, paper etc. where 

children could amuse themselves while 
their parents enjoyed their tea and cakes. 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
baked, gave tombola prizes or provided 
other items to be sold, with all the 
proceeds going to the church. The tables 
were heavily laden with tempting items 
and the temptation was on another level 
at the kitchen bar, where the supply of 
cakes and tray bakes was enormously 
varied and seemingly limitless. What a lot 
of effort everyone had put in to make it all 
a success! 

There was even an impromptu crafting 
lesson in the hall, when Joan Ware was 



persuaded to show how she made her 
decorated Christmas stockings. 

A huge thank you to everyone below 
and anyone inadvertently missed our 
who helped over the weekend. It 
wouldnôt have happened without you! 

Joy & Dik Allison                

Elaine Bedford                         

Lesley Booth                        

Paul Crothers                           

Janet Cooke                        

Joan Cottee  

Roger Cottee                         

Julie Dawson 

Alison & Jack Hanson 

Amanda Hennell 

Jean Hennell 

Mark Hennell 

Rachel Hennell 

Roy Hennell 

Sarah Hill 

Jennifer James 

Heidi Keay 

Steff Lowe 

Graham Marsden 

Alan & Anna Moorhouse 

Jean Morton 

Brenda Noble 

 

Margaret Palmer 

Helen Pick 

Ivan & Christine Rayner 

Joy & Richard Richardson 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 

Jess & Stuart Rose 

Sue Saddington 

Dan Salmon 

Daphne Sanford 

Dan Sheard 

Dave & Helen Sheard 

Carol & John Shepherd 

Andy & Lindsey Simpson 

Karen Singleton 

Sarah Stringer 

Joyce Stone 

Steph Tunnard 

Mel Voce 

Helen Whittington 

Diane Wood 

Joan Ware 

Nikki & Charlotte Wood 

 

Dashing Dogs 

Laxton Parish Council 

Laxton WI 

Milton Mutts 

Mutts go Nutts 

Open Field editorial team 

Sherwood Forest Brass Band 

Tombola prize donors  

Tuxford Young Farmers 

Village Hall Trustees  



What can I say? Just 
thank you to everyone 
who worked so hard to 
make the weekend such a 
huge success. We started 
with the brass band on 
Friday night which was 
great and from all the 
comments everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed and 
was a lovely start to 
Christmas . 

Saturday and Sunday we had our first ever Christmas tree festival. 
How lovely the church 
looked with over 20 
trees resplendent all 
over the church and in 
every corner, the porch, 
the altar and all the 
windows and shelves, 
even the pillars and 
screen. It was a lovely 
selection and most had 
themes to them. Once 

again, thank you to everyone who helped in any way, including those 
in the village Hall providing food, tombola, gifts for sale, and the 
whole looked nice with its tree and all decorated. 

 After everything has been paid for, I think we will probably have 
raised around Ã1700 which is a magnificent sum. Once again a huge 

thank you to everyone who helped and supported 
the weekend in anyway. Iôm not going to mention 
anybody by name as I donôt want to miss anybody 
out but once again on behalf of myself and the 
church Council, thank you, this will be put towards 
maintaining 
our lovely 
old church. 

 

Thank you,              
Brenda 



THIS MONTHôS SERVICES IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES  

FEBRUARY 

HC = Holy Communion,  EP = Evening Prayer,  WS = Word  
MP = Morning Prayer, Es = Evensong      WfA = Worship for All 
  

  1st February 

 10:30 am  Laxton  H/C   ? 

 4:00 pm  Wellow  E/P   ? 

 

8thFebruary  

  Kirton H/C  Rev. Alistair 

 

15th February 

10.30am Walesby H/C  Rev Allison 

 

18th February Ash Wednesday   ? 

 

22nd February 

10.30am Wellow H/C   ? 

 

1st March 

10.30am Laxton H/C   ? 

4.00pm Wellow E/P   ? 

 

8th March 

10.30am Kirton H/C  Rev Alistair 

 

15th March Mothering Sunday 

10.30am Walesby   Rev Alistair 

Please note those services marked ? are those for which I have still 

to find vicars. We think this will be a problem in the future, so please 

keep in touch with me Brenda (01777) 870541 



FEBRUARY DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY  

 

FEBRUARY 

Mon 2nd Chop & Chat 

Weds 11th WI 

Sat 21st Coffee Morning 

Weds 18th History Group 

 

Forward Planning: 

MARCH 

Mon 2nd Chop & Chat 

Fri 6th Village Hall Quiz Night 

Weds 11th WI 

Weds 18th History Group 

Sat 21
st

 Coffee Morning 

Fri 25th WI Fashion Show 

Tues 28th Parish Council 

 

Regular Events: 

Parish Council  4th Tuesday of January, March, May, July,  
 September and November  

 

Copy Date for March 2026 edition:  
12 noon, 16th February 2026 

 

Please let us have your contributions in good time. We do what we 
can to include last minute items, but it is not always possible. Late 
arrivals are unlikely to make it into print. 



Laxton WI  

An Abundance of Christmas Goodies 

Christmas was coming, so what do all sensible WI members start to think 
of? Thatôs right ï chocolate! Laxton WI, not ones to miss the nub of the 
matter, brought in the experts, and what a treat it was. 

The sight that greeted members that night 
was a chocoholicôs dream. A large table 
loaded down with the largest assortment 
of beautifully made chocolate goodies you 
can imagine. The perpetrator of this 
glimpse of chocolate heaven was Cathy 
Wright of Cathyôs Chocolates and Cakes, 
and she was about to show us how it was 
done. 

With remarkably 
little equipment ï microwave oven, some plastic 
bowls, spatulas and trays, Cathy set about making 
truffles and explaining as she went along. The 
amount of information was astounding, displaying 
Cathyôs depth and breadth of knowledge. We 
learned about flavourings and sampled exquisitely 
prepared samples. The amount of preparation that 
had obviously gone on prior to her and Mattôs visit 
was an object lesson to all public speakers. 

She and Matt worked as a well practised team with 
Matt supplying odd snippets of information as he took part, made truffles 
to be chilled and brought other things Cathy needed. 

The amount of information learned was legion, covering aspects of 
chocolate and its uses. 
No wonder that Cathy 
has made such a 
resounding success of 
her business and her 
career. She runs courses 
and gives talks as well as 
supplying some very well 
known chefs with 
chocolate goods. 


