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Dear friends 

Easter is on its way! Shelves brimming with Easter eggs remind us of 
this fact but when exactly is Easter?  Each year the date changes and 
as the Easter holidays draw to a close, churches around the world will 
be celebrating this great event which reaches its highest point on Easter 
Day, Sunday 21st April. But what is all the fuss about any way. 

On Easter Day, churches around the world will be celebrating the Good 
News that God raised Jesus from the dead, overcoming death and 
opening up a new way of life including a new relationship with God and 
each other. This spectacular event also announced God’s victory over 
evil and sin. It is an event which defies reason, which cannot be proved 
by science, which is beyond human understanding because it is a God 
event, an example of God stepping into history to bring about 
phenomenal changes.  It is an event which is still being pondered, 
examined, questioned and believed in over 2000 years later throughout 
the world. This event could be viewed as the greatest day in history.   

But the story doesn’t stop here, it is not just a past event, because each 
and every one of us is invited to experience this new way of life and go 
on experiencing it for all eternity. This new of way of life is not just 
experienced beyond the grave but can be experienced in the here and 
now because Jesus is alive and active today – working in the world 
today – working through and in people’s lives all around the world - 
making a difference and changing people’s lives for the better. Easter is 
all about new beginnings and possibilities, hope and forgiveness.   

Easter Day celebrates all this and because of Easter Day each day of 
our lives can be a day when each of us can start afresh, have a fresh 

start and a new beginning; each day is full of 
potential and can be full of hope.  The life that 
Jesus offers is life in all its fullness; it is our 
choice whether or not we choose this for 
ourselves. We are responsible for making the 
Easter message a lived reality. 

As our Easter eggs come and go, may each 
person in our community come to know and 
experience the gifts of Easter as a lived reality in 
your lives - gifts which go on into eternity. 

Have a Happy Easter! 

Rev Zoe  

Letter From Revd. Zoe 



 

 

We enjoyed learning about ‘Church and Education’ from Mr Colton in 
March and we look forward to hearing about the ‘Future of the 
Mothers’ Union’ from our speaker in April, David Mellors. Having just 
celebrated our 120th anniversary at Laxton it will be interesting to 
speculate about what the coming years might bring and the 
challenges we may face. It looks like being an interesting evening. 

Everyone is welcome at Janet Cooke’s house on April 29th for this 
meeting, which starts at 7.30pm.  

Mothers’ Union 

The only update we have as the magazine goes to press is the 

following e-mail received by Sir John Starkey on 6/3/19 

 

 

 

Dear Sir John 

I would just like to update the Trustees and yourself on where we are 

currently are. 

I can confirm that we received a total of seven bids from the nine 

expressions of interests. The bids were all, generally, of high quality 

and it was clear that a lot of thought and time had gone into them.  

The seven have now been reduced to a shortlist, and those parties 

have been invited to an interview with The Crown Estate.  

Following interviews, which are scheduled to take place next week, I 

will be able to update you and the Trustees further. 

Iain Mills 

Senior Asset Manager 

Laxton’s Historic Open Field Farming 

System and Sale of the Laxton Estate 



 

 

Village Hall Quiz Night 

The second, and most likely to be the last Quiz 
Night to be held at Egmanton Village Hall went 
ahead as planned and we say many thanks to 
Egmanton Hall Committee for the use of the hall 
whilst Laxton is being renovated. 

A fun evening for the almost 80 participants 
ensued, the raffle was the usual mix of 
excitement and chaos and the question master was unable to get the 
speaker system adjusted correctly so that every could hear, so had to 
shout instead!!! 

The catering team worked wonders again in the “strange to them 
kitchen” and a magnificent 15 prizes were provided by the Committee 
and supporters to round off the evening.  

The winning team RED (does it stand for Retired and Extremely 
Dangerous- like the films!!) had a narrow win of three points over The 
Dolly Mixtures, and in equal 3rd place, one point behind were “And 
then there were four” and “Beefeaters”. Well done to all. 

Very big thanks again to ALL who attended and continue to support 
the Hall, to all the Committee who worked particularly hard (Pat, 
Rachel/Neil and Janet in the kitchen especially) Also thanks to the 
Committee and supporters for donating raffle prizes and the wonderful 
sweets and Roberta for collecting teams fees and helping with the 
raffle  

The mushy peas were again produced “in house” on the Egmanton 
smart cooker rather than our “dodgy” one and again we haven’t heard 
of any upset stomachs since so we must have done them properly!!! 

Thanks to Anna from Maloney’s for supplying the pies: several people 
commented that they were particularly good this time! 

Big, big thanks to Cath for producing a fine set of 50 testing questions; 
never easy and again there was only one question out of the 50 that 
nobody got!! 

£537.32 was made for Village Hall funds. 

The next quiz will be our winter one, to be held on Friday 6th 
December 2019. Make a  note in your diaries now. 

Michael Manning 



 

 

Stan The Sweep 
 

 
Local Professional Vacuum 

Chimney Sweep 
 

Solid Fuel, Oil and Gas, Aga, 
Stove Bricks, Glass & Rope 

supplied & fitted, Bird guards, 
Chimney liners, Pots, Specialist 
equipment for sweeping wood 

burners & liners. Certificate 
issued. 

 

No Mess & fully insured 
Contact Stan Hutchinson on: 

 

07831 661304  
01636 821466 

 

 
Stan@StanTheSweep.co.uk 

Member of the 

guild of master 

sweeps 

 

“FEET FIRST” 
 

MOBILE  
CHIROPODY SERVICES 

 

Sharon Foster  
M.Inst.Ch.P. 

HPC Registered No:  
CH18101 

 

Telephone 
Mobile:  07946 587190 

for a home visit 

R H Goatley 
Electrical 

 

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural 

 
Tel: 01623 860101 

Mob: 07472 511694 
 

Rose Cottage, 
Church Road, 

Boughton, NG22 9JY 



 

 

 

Easter Day 

A Dawn Mass 

Will be celebrated at 6.00 am 
 

on Sunday 21st April  

Egmanton Church 
 

With Archdeacon David Picken 

and Rev. Zoe Burton 

Followed by tea, coffee and biscuits 

  

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April 

Moorhouse Church 

will reopen after the winter break with a 

service of 

Holy Communion  

at 3.00 pm 
  

  

The service will be taken by 

the Rev Anna Alls 



 

 

 Bed & Breakfast 

Brecks Cottage 
Green Lane,  Moorhouse, Newark 

Nottinghamshire   NG23 6LZ 

Telephone: 01636 822445  
www.breckscottage.co.uk 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Moorhouse 

 Oil boiler installation, service & repair 

 Oil tank installation & pipework 

 Bathroom installation 

 Sealed hot water systems 

 Power flushing 

Email: alsperfectplumbs@gmail.com 

Tel: 07854 069529    OFTEC registered 

 Mucky Paws Pet Services 
 Doggy day care and Home boarding 

 General pet care services 

 Insured and fully licensed by 
Newark & Sherwood District Council 

 Based at Sutton on Trent 

Lizzy   
07944 630708 

Find us on Facebook 



 

 

Things to Do this Month 
   

 

Remember to donate undies for Africa & plants for Pat’s stall 

Mar 28th Talk from an Auctioneer at Rotary, South Forest 
Leisure Centre, 7 for 7.15pm.  

Apr 10th Hear about the History of Marks & Spencer at WI, 
7.30pm, EVH 

Apr 10th Hear the discussion on ‘Laxton & Norwell, an Open 
and Closed Case’, 7.30pm Norwell VH 

Apr 12th Laxton History Group performing the Laxton 
Mummers Play at the AGM and Supper EVH 

Apr 17th Talk from Lincoln Cathedral’s master Stonecarver -
Rotary, South Forest Leisure Centre, 7 for 7.15pm 

May 1st 5.20am See in the May, join the walk Laxton 
Castle 

May 1st Medical Detection Dogs Talk and tea 1.45 for 2.00 
pm, Wellow Memorial Hall. Book places 

VH = Village Hall    VC = Visitor Centre 

Coffee Morning 
11th April 10.30am - 11.30am 

The next coffee morning will take place on Thursday 11th 

April at Corner Farm, the last property on the right travelling 
down the village towards Kneesall. 

Why not come and join us? 
Everyone is welcome to this 
informal group. You don’t have to 
come every month and are 
welcome to pop in to enjoy some 
friendly, cheerful company. 

Plenty of tea, cakes, and chatter. 



 

 

G.D. HALL LTD 
(Independent Funeral Directors) 

Newark Road 
TUXFORD, Newark 
Nottinghamshire  
NG22 0NA 
 

Tel.  01777 872929               

13 Bridgegate 
Retford 

Nottinghamshire 
DN22 6AE 

 

Tel: 01777 701222 

Email:info@gdhallfunerals.co.uk   Web: www.gdhallfunerals.co.uk 
 

Private chapel of rest 
24 hour service 

Golden Charter Pre-payment plans available 
SAIF Approved 

Personal Visits to your home 
Mobile 0797 257 6020 

 

Advertising in ‘Open Field’ 
A standard 1/6 page box £30 p.a. (colour) for 12 issues,  £15 p.a.in B&W .  
Larger sizes pro rata e.g. 1/2 page £45 
Please contact advertising@openfield.org.uk or call 01777 871506 for 
details and info on web pages / links. 



 

 

The builders, Trio are cracking on at a pace a the moment; all the old 
plaster if off and all the walls needing to be removed have been. The 
space this has created in the foyer is huge and will be a great benefit 
to us. Their expectation to finish is still by the end of July and we can’t 
wait to see it. 

As mentioned 
last month, we 
will be having 
some form of 
“official 
opening”, if 
you have any 
ideas please 
let us 
know. 

Please see 
the 
progress 
photos 
here. 

Michael 
Manning  

 

Village Hall Update 



 

 

Our Group 

Mothering Sunday Service 

at 

Wellow Church 

Sunday 31st March  

at 10.30am 
 

The service will be taken by Lay 

Minister Joan 

 

Everyone welcome 

Come and receive a posy of flowers 

Good Friday 

Stations of the Cross 
 

will be held at 

Kirton Church 
 

Friday 19
th

 April 

at 10.30am 

 

The service will be taken by the Rev. 

Alistair Littlewood 

 

Everyone welcome 



 

 

Probably Our Most Informative 

Wednesday Speaker of this 

Rotary Year.  

I have been very fortunate to attract Lincoln Cathedral’s Master 
Mason / Master Stonecarver as our speaker on April 17th. I have heard 
him speak once before and any disappointment was down to the fact 
he stopped speaking after an hour. He has had a fascinating life and if 
you are only coming to one of our speakers this year please make it 
this one.  

The arrangements are the usual ones. Please book a place with me on 
870601, or a note through the front door. The cost is £10 for a two 
course meal with coffee in the South Forest Restaurant.  

Transport is available from Laxton at 6.45 for the meeting at 7.15. This 
is an excellent opportunity to listen to an enthusiastic master craftsman 
enthusing about his work.  

NB The date is correct, we could not get our speaker for the final 
Wednesday, so for this month it is APRIL 17th, 7.00pm at South Forest 
Leisure Centre Restaurant, Edwinstowe.  

If you are interested in Rotary as an organisation then please come 
along to any of our Wednesday meetings, transport arrangements as 
above. About a quarter of our members are women and the age profile 
is currently 40+ though any age is OK.                                           Jeff 

Once again we look forward to welcoming Rattlejag Morris Dancers to 
Laxton Castle on the morning of May 1st. They dance as the sun rises 
- around 5.25am - and serve bacon cobs, beer and hot drinks to those 
who come to watch. Everyone is welcome to this traditional event. 

Following the final dance, when the public are invited to join in, Stuart 
Rose leads a walk through the open fields to listen to the dawn chorus. 
In the past the walkers have identified over 30 species of birds by their 
song if not by sight. 

May 1st is mid week so some may need to leave the walk before the 
end. There are a number of points where you can get back into the 
village quite easily so everyone can do some, if not all, of the walk. On 
a lovely morning there is nothing better. 

Dawn Chorus Walk 



 

 

 

 

Authentic Indian Cuisine & Bar 
Tel: 01623 860648 / 07751485246 

Main Street, Kneesall, NG22 0AD 
(Formerly known as The Angel Inn) 

Free Car Park Available 
 

Takeaway Service Available (collection only) 
Open: 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays, 5.00pm - 10.30pm 

www.rajdhaanirestaurant.co.uk 

Email: reservations@rajdhaanirestaurant.co.uk 



 

 

The Cow 
 

Come, children, listen to me now 
And you shall hear about the cow; 
You’ll find her useful live or dead; 

Whether she’s black or white or red 
 

When milk maids milk her morn or night, 
She gives them milk so fresh and white; 

A this we little children think, 
Is very nice for us to drink 

 
The curdled milk they press and squeeze, 

And so they make it into cheese; 
The cream they skim and shake in churns, 

And then is soon to butter turns. 
 

And when she’s dead her flesh is good, 
For beef is our true English food; 

And though in health it makes us strong, 
To eat too much is very wrong. 

 
The lime and bark the tanner takes, 
And of her skin he leather makes; 
And this we know they mostly use, 

To make soles for boots and shoes. 
 

The hair that grows upon her back, 
Is taken whether white or black, 

And mixed with mortar, sort or long, 
Which makes it very firm and strong. 

 
And last of all, if cut with care, 

Her horns make combs to comb our hair; 
And so we learn, with thanks to teachers 

That cows are very useful creatures. 
 

Spotted on show with the note ‘Printed for H. Dexter, Infants School, Guildford 



 

 

Members were brought up to date with the next stages 
of the Michael Wood Award at our meeting in 
February. These will be: 

At Kneesall School on 4th April 1.30 – 3.30pm when the children 
present their work to parents and members.  

5th June, 9 and 10am when we will present their gifts and 
certificates. Members are encouraged to attend on both occasions.  

We will be taking examples of the work the children produce to display at 
the Great Nottinghamshire Local History Fair in Mansfield on Sunday 
12th May. Everyone is welcome to attend this free event which includes 
talks and entertainment as well as a large number of stalls from groups 
across the county. 

We have given our dramatised readings based on the HLF research 
twice recently. On both occasions it was very well received, though by 
two quite different groups in Southwell and Lenton.  

Our AGM will be slightly different this year with the usual historical 
supper replaced with historical entertainment. Joan has found the script 
of the Laxton Mummers play in the Archives in Nottingham. It turned up 
in correspondence between Revd. Collinson & Mr Willis. It was ‘written 
by a Laxton man who had played in it and who was crippled in the war’. 
Historically it was played by men, who would have been farm hands, and 
in the style of a pantomime. Joan is currently recruiting her cast… 

Towards the end of the year, on Tuesday October 12th, we will be going 
to Oxford for the day. The Mark Pierce 1635 map of Laxton will be 
featured in an exhibition of historical maps. This is a rare opportunity to 
see this wonderful document on public display and it will be alongside 
amazing survivals of very early maps.  

We are currently deciding if we should hire a coach or go by minibus. It 
would be helpful if any non members who would like to attend, or simply 
to take advantage of a bus trip to this lovely city, would let jean know of 
their interest so we can choose our transport wisely. 

Our speaker for the evening was arranged at short notice after the 
booked speaker was unable to attend. We were very pleased to welcome 
Adrian Gray to speak about the background to the local men who 
became the Pilgrim Fathers. 

Adrian has written a book which gives great detail on the subject. A short 

Laxton History Group 



 

 

version is available now with the full text planned to appear for the 
400th anniversary of the sailing of the Mayflower next year. 

The heritage of the Pilgrim Fathers had its roots here long before the 
Mayflower. Notts born men were instrumental in the development of 
many world religions of today: Thomas Cranmer; many of the 
Mayflower Pilgrims - Baptists, Quakers and American Non-Conformists; 
John Wesley - Methodism, and William Booth - the Salvation Army.  

To those not familiar with the story, local names played a great part in 
the story. Sturton-le-Steeple produced several of the key individuals, 
while others had strong connections with Grove, Rufford and 
Gainsborough as well as the better known Babworth and Scrooby. 
Adrian suggested that non-conformist views were able to flourish here 
because they were supported by the gentry who supported each other 
in keeping quiet about the local practices. The distance of these places 
from London or York where they would have been clamped down on 
enabled them to take hold and the strong convictions of the men 
involved ultimately took them to Holland and for some, to America, on 
the Mayflower. Local man John Brewster was a leader among them. 

Our next meeting is the AGM. Everyone is very welcome - see above. 

 

Laxton History Group Present 
 

Laxton Mummers Play 
 

at Egmanton V.H. with the 2019 AGM 
 

plus a two course supper 
 

Friday 12th April, 7.00pm 

£7 per person 
 

Booking essential for catering 

Please book places + payment to Jean or Joy 

Tel 870276 / 871506 

Please bring your own drink and glasses 



 

 

NGT PROPERTY SERVICES 

BUILDING, ROOFING & 
PLASTERING 

NGT PROPERTY SERVICES 
CAUNTON, NEWARK, NOTTS 
  

Tel: 01636 636284 
Mobile: 07814 151600 
ngt007@gmail.com 

 Extensions 

 Renovations 

 Rendering 

 Damp 
Treatment 

 Tiling 

 Landscaping 

 Flat Roofs 

 Window 
Fitting 

 Loft 

Conversions 

Call for a free quote with no obligation 

Heavy Duty Tanalised  Fencing & Gates 

Free estimate or advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tel Kenny 01777 870337,  

Mob 07723 036543 

Vicarage Cottage, Laxton 

 Agricultural  Equestrian 

 Post & rail  Picket  

 Tanalised post &  

panel 

 Tanalised made to 

measure gates 

 

Sandra Clarke collects stamps 
for Bransby Horses throughout 
the year. You can leave yours 
with Jean Hennell  in Laxton or 
with Joy Allison in Egmanton and 
they will be passed to Sandra. 

Thank you. 



 

 

First we went to a Pro Cam meeting on the 20th of 
February. It was very interesting as they talked about 
agronomists and what they do.  

Next we were at a bowling competition at Mansfield Super Bowl, on the 
21st of February. It was a competition between other clubs and was a 
good bit of fun. We came 3rd out of about 8 teams. Well done Tuxford!!  

After that we ended up at the Beermats brewery on the 27th of 
February. While we were there we 
were given a sample of some of the 
beers they brew - but not for the 
under aged...and then we got given a 
talk about how they brew their beers.  

Next we had a street dancing lesson 
from one of our members ,Jess Rose, 
on the 6th of March. We all tried our 
best and Jess taught us a few moves 
and then put a routine together for us 
to perform to her. It was a lot of fun.  

Emily 

Tuxford Young Farmers 

As President this year I have invited a speaker from Medical Detection 
Dogs to come along and give a presentation about the charity and it’s 
work. It will be on Wednesday 1st May, 1.45 for 2.00 in the Wellow 
Memorial Hall. 

This will be followed by a light afternoon tea of sandwiches and cake. 

Tickets are £6.00 and can be obtained from me by calling in at School 
House or phone on 01777 870601 If you have the time please come 
along and support us and bring a friend, husband or partner. Help to 
spread the word about this less well known charity. 

Proceeds will go to Medical Detection Dogs. 

Pat Naylor 

Inner Wheel Club of Sherwood Forest  



 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES 

 

HC = Holy Communion   EP = Evening Prayer   MP = Morning Prayer 

Es = Evensong WfA = Worship for All 
 

31st Mar Mothering Sunday 

10.30am  Wellow WfA 
 

7th April  Passion Sunday 

9am Kirton HC 

4pm Wellow HC + Passiontide reading followed by APCM 
 

14th April Palm Sunday 

10.30am Laxton HC with palm crosses 

4pm Egmanton Es followed by APCM 
 

18th April Maundy Thursday 

6pm Kneesall, Family of Churches service with meal 
 

19th April Good Friday 

10.30am Laxton, Hot Cross Bun Service 

7pm Kirton, Stations of the Cross 
 

20th April Easter Eve 

Confirmation Candidates, Southwell Minster 
 

21st  April Easter Day 

6.00 am Egmanton Dawn Mass  

10.30am Kirton HC and also Wellow HC  

3pm Moorhouse HC 
 

28th  April Easter 1 

9am Moorhouse HC  

10.30am Kirton MP  

 

Tuesday 9th April – ‘Open Vestry Hour’ for Christening and 

wedding enquiries: 6.30pm – 7.30pm at St Paulinus Church 

Office, Church Circle, New Ollerton. 
 

Revd Zoe can be reached at the Vicarage on (01623) 862818 or 

work mobile: 07983 946930  or email: revzoe65@gmail.com 

mailto:revzoe@live.co.uk


 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

2019 

 

Mar 25th MU  

Mar 26th  Parish Council   Visitor Centre 

Apr 5th  WI Party    @ Egmanton 

Apr 10th WI Meeting    @ Egmanton 

Apr 10th Prof John Beckett speaking @ Norwell VH 

Apr 12th History Group AGM   @ Egmanton NB Friday 

Apr 29th MU 

 

Forward Planning 

Alternate months, 4th Tuesday Parish Council 

May 1st May Day Sunrise  Laxton Castle followed 
      by Dawn Chorus Walk 

Sat / Sun May 11th & 12th   Newark Show Newark Showground 

May 12th Great Notts History Fair Mansfield Library 

May 27th Maypole celebrations Wellow Green  

May 26th Rogation Sunday 

May 28th APM & Rural Policing Talk Visitor Centre 

Sept 28th  Southwell Ploughing Match Thoresby Estate 

Dec. 6th Quiz Night 

Copy Date for May:16th April.  
Please ensure we receive your contributions for the magazine by 
this date. We cannot guarantee to publish anything received 
later. We appreciate receiving items as early as possible. 
Thank you. 



 

 

Agricultural Repairs Fabrication 
• MOBILE WELDING & REPAIRS 

• IN HOUSE DESIGN & FABRICATION 
• BUILDINGS..BEAMS..GATES..RAILINGS 

 

Mild Steel Stainless Steel Aluminium 

07968 329108 01636 822708 

The Only Way is Gelish 
Mobile Nail Technician 

Forget False Nails 
Grow your own with the aid of Gelish 

Call Kimberley    07968 166250 
Gelish is a gel based polish which is applied to your 

natural nails and cured in an LED lamp. Gelish is a high 
shine and long lasting finish which lasts up to 2-3 weeks 
and helps protect your nails so they can grow naturally 

….FIRE WOOD WANTED…. 
• TREE REMOVAL SERVICE 

• DAMAGED & FALLEN TREES 
• DISPOSAL OF WOOD 

• UNWANTED LOGS & PALLETS COLLECTION 
• FULLY FORESTRY TRAINED 
 SMALL FEES MAY APPLY 

 

CALL JIM ON 07968 329108 



 

 

We offered congratulations to our team who achieved a very creditable 
second place in the Village Hall Quiz and also to our Treasurer, Sally, 
whose birthday it was. 

There were many countywide opportunities for Brenda to read out. It is 
great that belonging to our federation offers us so many chances to 
take part in activities which we couldn’t put on for ourselves. This time 
we heard about the County Quiz, triple target shooting, croquet and a 
literary lunch where the speaker will be Stephen Booth to name but a 
few. Anna had recently attended a day learning to embroider a 
landscape which she had thoroughly enjoyed. This was an appropriate 
introduction to Jan Garside, our speaker who had come to talk about 
‘Textile Art’. 

Jan told us she was ‘travelling light’. She was right as her beautiful 
woven items were light as a feather, and we were blessed to see and 
examine such a wonderful display of talent at close quarters. 

Jan gave up midwifery on medical grounds and went to college thinking 
of doing a multi media course. When it came to it she didn’t like the 
sound of the course and accepted her friends’ invitation to join them in 
the weaving class. She was soon hooked. 

The first sample we were passed was of ‘monofilament’, the synthetic 
thread Jan works with. It was astonishingly fine and immediately we 
could imagine the hours which had gone into producing her work. 

Jan described the moment she became 
hooked on weaving. Her tutor showed her 
a sample with lovely wavy lines in the 
weave. Jan couldn’t quite believe that this 
happened when you took the work off the 
loom, where it was stretched tight and the 
threads were all straight. She admitted to 
crying out in delight when she cut off her 
first piece and it did indeed create waves. 
The next level is elastic thread, which 

creates even more dramatic effects when the tension is released. 

While she was studying for her BA Jan was asked if she would like to 
exhibit at the V&A - quite an accolade for someone still studying. The 
work she made was on show there for a month. 

We heard in detail about an installation made to honour the Maidens of 
Minsterley. There is a tradition to craft a paper crown to hang over the 
seat used in church by a virtuous young woman who died after 

Laxton WI  



 

 

becoming 
engaged but 
before 
marriage. Jan 
had made a 
piece to 
capture the 
feeling of the 
crown which 
was 
suspended 
above a chair. 
This was 
dressed with 

various items including a pair of woven shoes, which we were fortunate 
enough to see. 

Jan described some of her commissions and the ingenious decorations 
she uses. One had some 5,000 fishing weights individually tied to it.  
Another piece was inspired by Japanese prayer messages and kimono. 

As well as solo projects like this, Jan does collaborative work. She 
studied for an MA and chose to learn to use a powered loom to do 

Jacquard work. During this period 
she was approached by the 
University of York to create some 
work based on the textiles in 
Hardwick Hall for display there. 

Jan described being inspired by the 

lace on a cuff in a painting and the 
process of using this in her design. 
She was also interested in the story 
of Bess of Hardwick. The display was 
entitled ‘Virtue and Vice’ and drew 
upon the secret messages women 
would weave into their work as the 
went. To reflect this, Jan wove pages 
of a book. She designed and created the piece which had around eight 
pages separated so that you could see both sides, but joined to each 
other. Each was woven with text and letters. It was a stunning piece of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been using the Police Aid recycle bin situated at the 
Dovecote top car park since 2010 and the money we get for this is held 
in an account and is available for any Projects to benefit Laxton. 

So if you have anything going spare, pop it in a bag and drop it in the 
bin please. If you are unable to take it yourself please let me know and 
we will collect for you. 

Please see photo of the bin and what you can recycle. 

Many thanks 

                     Michael Manning 

Recycling 

work and when we learned that all three pieces for this display had 
been made in six weeks we could scarcely credit it. 

We all felt privileged to have heard from such a talented and inspiring 
teacher and Brenda had no trouble offering our heartfelt thanks. 

At the next meeting on April 10th we shall be hearing about ‘The 
History of Marks & Spencers’ and our competition will be ‘A 
recollection of M&S’, which might be a brief story, something 
purchased there or anything you like. 

This month’s winners of the competition for a piece of textile art was 
won by Rosemary with Heather second and Lesley third. 



 

 

Notts TV in Laxton Again 

Notts TV, which works closely with and 
relies on volunteer support from students 
at Nottingham Trent University’s 
Brackenhurst campus, has been filming 
again in Laxton.  

Last year they came to make a fairly 
broad ranging film about the well known 
aspects of the village. This time they are 
being more ambitious. They employed 
the services of two drone pilots to overfly 
the castle site on three separate 
occasions in February. Amazingly they 

had glorious weather and clear 
blue skies on each occasion. 
From their images they can 
produce a 3D image of the 
landscape. 

The students also engaged 
James Wright, the acknowledged 
expert on castles in the county 
dating from this period. James 
advised them on all aspects of the 
castle structure and function and 
he was interviewed on film by the 
team in discussion with Prof. 
Martyn Bennett from NTU.  

Open Field was given the 
opportunity to photograph the 
group visit and the students 
interviewed Dik and Joy on film 
for their ‘behind the scenes’ 
production which supported the 
work. Joy took the opportunity to 
book James to speak at the 
History Group next year. Look out for details early in 2020. 

Back at base the team plan a digital reconstruction of the castle and at the 
time of writing, the anticipated date of broadcast is 2nd April. The film 
should appear online after this and details will be published here. 



 

 



 

 

Robert Paling Boiler 
Services 

07849747500 
robpalingboilerservices@ 

yahoo.com 
 Oil Boiler Servicing and Repairs 
 Oil Boiler installation and 

      commissioning  
 Oil Tank Installation 
 Emergency Call Outs 
 Fully Insured 
 Oftec Registered 

 

 

 

01777 472885 or 
07999 528397 

 
grahamlaughton.com 

 

Quality Paintings 
or Drawings 
in any Media 

grahamlaughton@btinternet.com 

mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com
mailto:robpalingboilerservices@yahoo.com


 

 

Rotary ‘Bras for Africa’ Collection 

The Rotary Club of Sherwood 
Forest’s collection of lightly 
used bras and new pants for 
Africa continues to go well.  

We recently opened the door 
to a lady who had come from 
Farnsfield and was laden with 
bags of bras which were 
donated through a charity 
shop there.  

These seem such an 
everyday items to us that it is 
hard to understand the huge difference they can make to women in 
countries where simply having underwear can protect you from 
unpleasant incidents and unwanted attention. 

If you are able to donate anything, please drop off at School House, 
Laxton, next door to the Village Hall. 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated. 

Ossington Art Group 
 

The group would welcome new members. Why not 
call in at the ‘Hut’ on a Monday 10am - 12,have a 
coffee and try your hand at painting or drawing? 
Our resident art tutor, Graham Laughton, will be on 
hand to help. 

This is not a formal class as we all work at our own 
pace and in our own preferred mediums. 

Ring Jean Johnson 01636 821192 or Graham 
Laughton 01777 472885 for more details. 



 

 

PRIME LOCAL 

LAMB 
 

Michael Mawer 
 

Whole / 1/2 lamb 

Ready for the freezer 
 

To order or for more information 
 

please ring Jem 
07917 694579 

SECURITY GRILLES, RAILINGS, SCROLLWORK & 
GATES FOR HOME & BUSINESS 

GENERAL BLACKSMITHING 
IRONWORK REPAIRS & WELDING 

BOTTOM FARM, LAXTON 
TEL: 01777 871702, www.laxtonnotts.org.uk 

KSR Accountants 
The Old Buttermarket 

Market Place 
Tuxford 

NG22 0L 

ACCOUNTANTS 

01777 872078 / 07710 
430593 

Sandwich 

Shop & Café 
3 Eldon Street, Tuxford   

  01777 872032 

www.thecrustycobtuxford.co.uk  

The Crusty Cob 
 

Open from 
7.45am – 3.30pm Monday – Friday 

        8.00am – 2.00pm Saturday 

A wide selection of: 
     Sandwiches   Wraps  

  Panini’s Flatbreads   

  Jacket Potatoes   

Maloney’s Pies & Sausage Rolls  

  Teacakes and Scones   

  Cakes &  Pastries   
 

And many more….. to eat in or takeaway. 

Please check out our reviews on  &  

to get a real feel of our food and service. 
 

 Buffets & Outside Catering   

 Weekday Delivery Service  
please enquire for further information.  

 

Bistrot Open 
 

Each Saturday evening from 
6.30pm 

Fully licensed bar selling a 
wide range of beers, wines 

& spirits. 

Room also available for 
private hire. 

See our website/FB page for 
menu updates and further 

information. 

Extensive parking available to the rear of the 
Sun Inn & in the Working Men’s Club. 

http://www.thecrustycobtuxford.co.uk/


 

 

We are well into spring 
now and I am busy in 
the garden. I could 
perhaps have a short 
sit down during Choir 
practice although we 
usually prefer to stand 
to sing! 

We rehearse every Wednesday evening from 7-30pm. until 9-00pm. 
upstairs in the theatre refreshment area at the Dukeries Academy, 
Ollerton.  This is best accessed via the Leisure Centre entrance and 
car park. 

We are busy rehearsing for two Concerts. 

Sat 6th Apr A joint Concert with the Newstead Abbey Singers to be 
given at St. Paulinus Church in Ollerton at 7-00pm.  This 
joint Concert will be our first with this Choir and we are 
looking forward to it very much.  

Sat 18th May A Concert at Farndon Church.   This is one of many 
enjoyable return visits to this venue. 

Our Secretary Pauline would be delighted to hear from you on 07951 
609217 if you would like to book us for your event of any kind. 

We can also be found at thedukeriessingers. 

Let's hope for lots of lovely Spring sunshine and not so many of the 
April showers.                                                                                   Jan 

The Dukeries Singers 

I am hopeful that the stall 
will be out for business by 
the end of April with a few 
herbaceous plants. The 
more tender items will 
make an appearance 
once the weather is more 
settled. Tomatoes, 
courgette, beans, cucumber and bedding to begin with. 

Medical Detection Dogs will be the charity to benefit.           Pat Naylor 

Pat’s Plant Stall 



 

 

Dukeries Woodturning Society 

Our first meeting using our new, second projector was a great 
success. Everyone commented on how helpful it was to have two 
views of what is happening on the lathe. 

We also received the wonderful news that we have been awarded a 
£1300 Special Project Grant by Newark & Sherwood District Council. 
Well done to our Secretary, Mike Manning, for securing this for us. It 
will cover the cost of the new equipment and allow us to update our 
kit.  

We were delighted that several new members joined on such a good 
night. We always welcome guests and new members with a free first 
visit, meaning you don’t need to commit to the annual membership 
until you have given us a try. The annual fee of £15 reduces monthly 
during the year to reflect the months you have missed, so it is no 
problem joining for a part year. The nightly fee is £5 when you come.  

Membership entitles you to enjoy : 

 the excellent professional demonstrators, many of whom travel a 
long way. We are the only club in this region which some of them 
visit; 

 Having a go on our lathe at our quarterly ‘hands on’ nights; 

 Refreshments in the interval 

We welcome all ages and levels of experience and hope to see you 
at the Jubilee Hall, Ollerton on the fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7.00pm. On April  20th there we welcome David Lowe to 
demonstrate to us. 

For more information please visit www.dukerieswoodturning.org.uk or 
call Gordon Fisher on 01623 464986 / Michael Manning on 01777 
870844 

Parish Council - Rural Policing 

As mentioned last month, we have invited Inspector Heather Sutton, 
the Newark Town Police Inspector to attend our Annual Parish 
Meeting on TUESDAY 28/5/19 to give a talk. 

7.30pm, at the  Visitor Centre, please come along. 



 

 

EGMANTON 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

For a full list of hire equipment 
please see: 

www.egmantonplanthire.co.uk 
 

Andrew Banks 

Phone/Fax: 01777 872316 

Mobile: 07971 627588 
VAT  registered 

See website for current price list 

Britnell Tree 
Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes felling, crown reductions 
crown thinning, crown lifting, pollarding 

Gardening & Landscaping 
Reliable & Trustworthy Fully Insured & 

Qualified 
All works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your free quote on 

07821 342942 or 01636 702807 or 

email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

Sherwood Forest 
Rotary 

Supporting the Local 
Community 

07711 802683 
Meeting most Wednesdays 

at South Forest Leisure 
Robin Hood Crossroads, 

Edwinstowe 
Visitors always welcome 

www.rotary.org/1220 



 

 

Wagstaff Construction  
Installation of Log Burning and Multi-Fuel Stoves 

  
  

  
  

  
  

 Tel: 01777 872707 

Mob: 07816520826  

Twin Wall Chimney Systems  

Flexible Flue Liners 

Fireplace Design and Build 
Pre Installation Surveys 

Service and Maintenance 

Tuxford 
Lawnmower CentreLtd 

  

Specialist in all types of Garden Machinery  
Sales, Service, Spares & Repairs 

  

01777 871983 
  

Come & Visit our Showroom Today! 
Ashvale, Tuxford. NG22 0ND 

www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk 

Do You Need a Mole Catcher? 

Call Chris on 07780 714800 
Email:      thelaxtonmolecatcher@gmail.com 

No mole No fee 

http://www.tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk
mailto:info@tuxfordlawnmowercentre.co.uk


 

 

Kit Holmes and Al Greenwood 

Saturday 30th March, 7.30pm 

Tickets: £10 and £5 (under 18); from the web 
site and   

Contact 01636 636421 or  

 

Where to Invade Next (15) 

Tuesday 16th April, 7.30pm,  

£5 on the door 

US documentary maker Michael Moore attacks American social policy 
by “invading” countries across three continents and taking back to the 
US policies that are proven to work well elsewhere. Sadly there is 
nothing left worth taking any more from the UK.; but it’s a really funny 
take on all he discovers. 

Contact: 

01636 636421 or jenny.bladon@btinternet.com       

Events at Maplebeck Village Hall 
www.maplebeckvillagehall.org 

Recent Bonus Ball Winners 

Date No Name 

16//2/19 12 Roy & Jean Hennell 

23/2/19 57 ROLLOVER 

2/3/19 45 Simon Hill 

9/3/19 02 ROLLOVER 

16/3/19 38 Dorothy Cree 

We have sadly had a raft of numbers become available due partly to the 
sad passing of some long term supporters of the draw. Here is the  up to 
date list of the 14 spare numbers:  1, 2, 11, 24, 26, 28, 42, 46, 51, 52, 
53, 56, 57, 59. 
Please contact Ken Shep on 870605 / Mike Manning 870844.  



 

 

Rent-to-own cap a win for people 
paying over the odds 

Sherwood & Newark Citizens Advice was very 
pleased to learn of the FCA’s recent announcement that it will cap the 
cost of rent-to-own goods from 1 April 2019, which will help local people 
struggling with repayments.  

Jackie Insley, Chief Officer, said: “This cap, which the service has 
campaigned for, is a win for those struggling with the runaway costs of 
rent-to-own agreements. We’re delighted it will now be introduced as we 
see the massive harm caused by the crippling interest rates when local 
people come to us for help.  The cap will stop people from paying over 
the odds compared to similar products on the high street and falling into 
further debt when costs spiral out of control.” 

Rent-to-own companies sell household items, such as appliances, 
furniture and electronics, through ‘hire purchase agreements’. These 
agreements - usually arranged over three years - involve customers 
paying off the price of the product as well as interest, in weekly 
payments.  The agreements allow people on low incomes to purchase 
goods that they cannot afford to pay for upfront. But these goods come at 
a high cost. Interest rates can be as high as 99.9%, and missed 
payments are subject to fees of £10-12 per occasion. More generally, 
rent-to-own goods are a bad deal - with high mark-ups on prices, costly 
delivery charges, and expensive add-ons, such as aftercare and 
insurance. 

Citizens Advice research found that, affordability checks by sellers often 
do not identify where consumers might face financial difficulties in 
meeting the cost.  In particular other expenditure is overlooked.  As a 
consequence rent-to-own goods often make worse existing financial 
difficulties - with the consumer likely to be behind on important bills, such 
as energy or council tax.  50% of rent-to-own customers have borrowed 
to meet payments.  Only half of all rent-to-own agreements are 
completed - leaving customers paying large sums for goods that they 
often do not get to keep. 

Citizens Advice says hundreds of thousands of people use the high-
interest agreements.  Nationally, the service helps approximately 5,000 
people a year with rent-to-own issues. It has also welcomed the decision 
by the regulator to place restrictions on other charges, including late 
payment fees. 



 

 

Anyone requiring advice or support can get help online at 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk or from Citizens Advice Sherwood & Newark 
Open Door Advice Sessions held at: 

 

New Ollerton: 5 Forest Court, New Ollerton, NG22 9PL  
 Monday & Wednesday: 9:30am – 2:30pm 

Newark: Castle House, Great North Road, Newark, NG24 1BY  
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am – 2:30pm 

Telephone Advice Line: 0344-411-1444 
(Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm) 

Or Call Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on: 03454 04 05 06 

Or see us at Twitter: @ShwdNwkCAB 

Milton Mausoleum 

Our season begins with our 5th 
Friends of Milton Mausoleum Lunch at 
the West Retford Hotel, Retford on 
Sunday 14th April 12.30 for 1pm. 
Adults: £18, Children: £10. We hope 
you can join us at this popular venue 
for an afternoon with friends.   Please 
contact us on  
milton.mausoleum@outlook.com or phone Gillian (01777 248310) or 
Jenny (0779 1527 569) to book your place and choose from our menu.   
We look forward to updating you on our recent success and exciting plans 
for the future.   

We are looking forward to opening our iconic building this season from 
May – Sept. every Sunday from 2pm – 4pm.  We can also provide guided 
tours for groups on other dates by prior arrangement. We enjoy telling the 
story of the building and the people involved. Our committee is continually 
researching new information about this building which has a place in our 
local history.   Further planned events are as follows: 

Sunday 2nd June at 2pm  AGM – all are welcome 

Saturday 22nd June Summer Concert (celebrates 50 years of CCT) 

Saturday 14th Sept. Entertainment by “Limited Ability Band” 

More details in due course. 

We look forward to meeting with you and we thank you for your continued 
support. 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk


 

 

Please check the EVH web site or call for latest details. 

 

 Yoga with Greg – Tuesdays  at 7:30pm   

 Laxton WI - Weds 10th, 7.30pm,  

 Laxton History Group - FRIDAY 12th April, 7.00pm 

 Egmanton WI - Thurs 18th March 

 Children’s Dance Classes - Saturday mornings 
     (Jill, 07790 601877) 

 Computer Problems? -  Call 01777 871171.  
If your computer is misbehaving or you need help setting up a new 
one, please call. Donations to Egmanton Village Hall in lieu of fee. 

  Egmanton Village Hall 

www.egmantonvillagehall.org.uk  / 01777 871171 

Maplebeck Village Hall Events 

www.maplebeck.org.uk   / 01636 636421 

Regular Activities 

Yoga   Tues 9.45am and Fri 9.30am 

Clubbercise   Thurs, 8.30pm 

Walkers   Weds, from approx.10.00am 

Kurling   (without the ice!) 2nd Weds monthly 7.30pm  

Book Club        (30th Apr, 4th Jun, 9th Jul. 3rd. Sep.)   7.30pm 
   
 

Upcoming events and Films (all 7.30pm) 

2019 

Sat 30th Mar  Music (VV)  Kit Holmes & Al Greenwood 

Tues 16th April Film  ‘Where to Invade Next’ (15) 

 



 

 

Useful Contact Details 
 
Defibrillator Contacts: 
Neil Randall 01777 871229 & 07710 398745, evenings and weekends 

Pat Naylor  01777 870601, evenings 

Jeff Naylor  01777 870601, as required 

Mark Hennell  07812 908316, evenings 

Stuart Rose  07939 228353, as required 

David & Linda, Dovecote Inn  01777 871586, as required 

Jeanette Geldard  07956 959135, daytime in Kneesall,  

   evenings / weekends 

Anne-Marie & Geoff Rose 07961 933290 / 07957 991002, as required 

 
Police 
PC Gary Sipson 07525 226575 or 101 x 800 7673 

 Email : gary.sipson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
  

PCSO 4741 Keith Crowhurst  07889 702823 or 101 x 8007671  
Email : keith.crowhurst4741@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

  
Web, showing other contacts: www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  

 
 
Danger to life or crime in progress   999 
Otherwise police switchboard   101 
Crimestoppers (anonymous crime reports)  0800 555111 
 
Medical 
Tuxford Medical Centre  01777 870203 
Sutton-on-Trent Surgery  01636 821023 
Ollerton Surgery - Middleton Lodge Practice  01623 703266 
Newark Hospital  01636 681681 
Bassetlaw Hospital  01909 500990 
King’s Mill Hospital  01623 622515 
 
Fire Safety Advice (Tuxford Fire Station)  01777 870381 
MP Mr Robert Jenrick: robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk 01636 612 837  

County Councillor: cllr.mike.pringle@nottscc.gov.uk  0115 977 5661 

 
Parish Council website: www.laxtonandmoorhouseparishcouncil.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

The Palm Sunday Service 

will be held at 

Laxton Church 

on 

Sunday 14
th

 April 

At 10.30am 

 

The service will be taken by the Rev. 

Philip Howson 
 

Everyone will receive a palm 

cross 

Our Group 

Hot Cross Bun Service 

will be held in 

Laxton Church 

Good Friday 

19
th

 April at 

10.30am 

 

The service will be taken by the Rev. Anna Alls 

 

Followed by tea, coffee & Hot Cross Buns 

Everyone welcome 

Please bring the children along 


